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hospital consultants, as their advice, when sought, is usually
studded with proprietary preparations. Very often, if the
patient has been in hospital, he presents himself at the
surgery with a detailed list of things he has to be given.
We have yet to hear of a consultant having to justify his
prescribing.

Until such a time as the Minister has the courage to tackle
the service as a whole-patients, consultants, G.P.s, chemists,
and proprietary drug manufacturers-we consider he is un-
likely to achieve the reduction in the drug bill we all wish to
see.-We are, etc.,

B. MACKENZIE HEGARTY. A. J. MARSHALL.
H. M. MURRAY. J. G. FISHER.

Luton.

POINTS FROM LETTERS
General Practice Vacancies

Dr. HECTOR SMITH (Southall, Middx) writes: It is becoming
evident that young doctors are having difficulty in getting practices
of their own, and that the better the qualifications they may hold
the greater is their difficulty. . . . A very small practice might
provide just the opening required by some energetic and capable
young doctor, but as he will be hoping to carve a bigger practice
from among the patients of other practitioners he is not likely
to be given the opportunity under the present arrangement. I
would suggest that all appointments to vacancies should be made
by the Medical Practices Committee, or some other central body,
none of whose members are likely to be interested persons.

H.M. Forces Appointments

ROYAL NAVY
Surgeon Rear-Admiral T. Madill, C.B., O.B.E., Q.H.P., has

retired.
Acting Interim Surgeon Lieutenant-Commanders T. C. Barras,

F. A. F. MacKenzie, and J. Keeling to be Surgeon Lieutenant-
Commanders.

ROYAL NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE
Surgeon Commander J. D. Simpson has retired.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS: ROYAL ARMY

MEDICAL CORPS
Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) F. R. Sandford, C.B.E., M.C.,

T.D., Q.H.P., from Active List, to be Colonel.
Colonels J. B. Forsyth, T.D., T. F. Briggs, O.B.E., T.D.,

M. E. M. Herford, D.S.O., M.B.E., M.C., L. Fletcher, O.B.E.,
and A. T. B. Dickson, O.B.E., T.D., from Active List, to be
Colonels.

Lieutenant-Colonel A. A. Eagger, C.B.E., T.D., having attained
the age limit of liability to recall, has ceased to belong to the
T.A.R.O., and has been granted the honorary rank of Brigadier.

Lieutenant-Colonels (Honorary Colonels) W. A. Lister, T.D.,
R. P. S. Kelman, T.D., and F. A. R. Stammers, C.B.E., having
attained the age limit of liability to recall, have ceased to belong
to the T.A.R.O.

Lieutenant-Colonels T. A. S. Samuel, M.C., T.D., W. R. Blunt,
T.D., W. J. McIntosh, O.B.E., T.D., C. J. Cellan-Jones, T. T. P.
Murphy, O.B.E., T.D., and A. Harrison-Hall, having attained the
age limit of liability to recall, have ceased to belong to the
T.A.R.O.
Major (Honorary Colonel) E. Parry, from Active List, to be

Major.
Major (Honorary Colonel) J. K. Reid, T.D., having attained the

age limit of liability to recall, has ceased to belong to the
T.A.R.O.

Majors (14onorary Lieutenant-Colonels) J. McKenzie, St.
C. E. J. Barrett, and D. Laing, having attained the age limit of
liability to recall, have osased to belong to the T.A.R.O.
Major W. B. Evans, from Active List, to be Major, and has

been granted the honorary rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. (Substi-
tuted for the notification in a Supplement to the London Gazette
dated June 16.)
Majors S. F. Seelig, J. Gregory, and S. H. Madden, from

Active List, to be Majors.
Major R. E. Holme, T.D., having attained the age limit of

liability to recall, has ceased to belong to the T.A.R.O.
Captain (Honbrary Major) W. H. Stephen, having attained the

age limit of liability to recall, has ceased to belong to the
TA.R.O.

ROYAL AIR FORCE
Air Vice-Marshal W. E. Barnes, C.B.E., Q.H.S., has retired at

his own request.
Group Captain B. W. Cross has retired at his own request.
Squadron Leader J. N. Agate has relinquished his temporary

commission, retaining his rank.
Flight Lieutenants M. F. P. Marshall and A. Stewart have been

transferred to the Reserve, retaining the rank of Squadron Leader.
Flight Lieutenants R. A. Armstrong, T. B. Benson, and J.

Donnelly have reverted to the Reserve, retaining the rank of
Squadron Leader.

Flight Lieutenants P. W. Robertson, C. J. W. Soutar, T. M.
Nott-Bower, and W. A. Crawford to be Squadron Leaders.

ROYAL AIR FORCE VOLUNTEER RESERVE
Flight Lieutenants S. Bender and G. A. Mandow to be

Squadron Leaders.

Association Notices
Diary of Central Meetings

DECEMBER
22 Tues. Waverley Evidence Committee, 11 a.m.
22 Tues. Finance Committee, 2 p.m.
31 Thurs. Guillebaud Steering Committee, 10.30 a.m.

JANUARY
7 Thurs. Central Consultants and Specialists Committee

Executive, 2.30 p.m.
8 Fri. Industrial Injuries Evidence Subcommittee,

Occupational Health Committee, 2 p.m.
12 Tues. Amending Acts Committee, 2 p.m.
15 Fri. Joint Committee of B.M.A. and the Magistrates'

Association, 10.30 a.m.
15 Fri. Scientific Exhibition Subcommittee, Arrangements

Committee (at Glasgow Regional Office, 234,
St. Vincent Street, Glasgow), 7.45 p.m.

20 Wed. Rehabilitation Committee, 10.15 a.m.
20 Wed. Health Visitors Evidence Committee, 2 p.m.
20 Wed. Transport Medical Standards Suibcommittee,

Occupational Health Committee, 2.30 p.m.

Branch and Division Meetings to be Held
TOWER HAMLETS DIVISION.-At Poplar Hospital, East India

Dock Road, E., Friday, December 18, 8 p.m., meeting. Mr. J.
Suchet: "Uses and Abuses of Hormones in Gynaecological
Practice."

Meetings of Branches and Divisions
ENFIELD AND POTERS BAR DIVISION

A meeting of the Division was held at the Chase Farm Hospital,
Enfield, on November 13, 1953. The following motion was
debated: " That in the opinion of this meting there is room for
improvement in the relationship and mutual understanding be-
tween general practitioners and hospital medical staffs."
The following were some of the points made by speakers:

experience of general practice is desirable for specialists; the
gap between general practitioners and hospital medical staffs is
increasing; let hospital staffs beware of the unguarded word that
might be construed by the patient as reflecting criticism of the
general practitioner; the general practitioner should avoid any
overstatement of the urgency of a case when seeking its admis-
sion to hospital; consultative clinics and domiciliary visits provide
an invaluable bridge over the gap between consultants and general
practitioners; too many minor accidents are referred to hospital
in the evening, and too many non-urgent cases are referred to
x-ray examtnation at the week-end; the " hospital letter " should
be written and dispatched on the day that the patient leaves
hospital.

Arising out of the debate, the following suggestions, among
others, were made: that a time should be arranged at which
members of the hospital medical staff would be available for con-
sultation with general practitioners concerning their patients
undergoing treatment in hospital; and that facilities should be
made available to house medical officers to spend a day or series
of days with a general practitioner to enable them to gain some
knowledge of general practice.

HOLLAND DIVISION
A meeting was held at the Peacock and Royal Hotel, Boston, on

November 28, 1953. With Dr. W. Gibson Barrie in the chair,
there were 40 members present. Mr. L. G. Cruickshank
addressed the meeting on the subject of "Cardiac Surgery-the
Present Advances."

Correction.-We regret that a mistake was made in reproducing
the letter from Dr. Cyril F. Mayne in last week's Supplement
(p. 229). The second paragraph should have begun as follows:
" Taking the mass of letters as a whole, however, one thing
strikes me as outstanding: the unwillingness of the young mem-
bers of our profession, of all professions, to carry out their duty
in the armed Forces of our country."
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