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the final honours school of animal physiology, which nor-
mally occupies them for one year after they have taken the
first B.M. examination in organic chemistry, anatomy, and
physiology. After taking the B.A. degree most students do
a course of general pathology, bacteriology, and pharmaco-
logy, lasting two terms, before going on to their clinical
studies. The clinical section of the school has a very limited
entry, so that a high degree of personal supervision and
opportunities for practical experience may be ensured.
Usually about two-thirds of the clinical students are drawn
from the Oxford preclinical entry; the remainder come
from other universities. The University hopes by
assembling such a mixture of students to minimize any
risk of parochialism among students who receive their
entire medical training at Oxford. The Radcliffe Infirmary
(505 beds) is the main teaching hospital, and is an active
centre of clinical research, but practical instruction is given
also in the other members of the United Oxford Hospitals
Group (1,250 beds) and in the Wingfield Morris Ortho-
paedic Hospital and the Littlemore Hospital for mental
cases. In both medicine and surgery students spend half
their time in a " firm " of four students and half in a " firm"
of eight.
Cambridge University Medical School.-Admission to the

University of Cambridge may be secured only by members
of the colleges and of Fitzwilliam House. Most of the
colleges will not admit candidates for the degree of M.B.
and B.Chir. unless they have passed or secured exemption
from three parts of the first M.B. examination. All college
entries are subject to a university quota, and the number
wishing to enter still exceeds the number of places avail-
able (about 220 per annum). Before a candidate can be
admitted to the final M.B. examination he must obtain
honours in a tripos (or if over standing for honours stan-
dard, in Part I of the natural sciences tripos), must reach a
qualifying standard in anatomy and physiology (or pass a
qualifying examination in those two subjects), and must pass
an examination in pharmacology. Part I of the final exami-
nation-the basic subjects of pathology, pharmacology, and
therapeutics-may be taken after two years and three months
of clinical study. Part II, comprising medicine, surgery, and
midwifery and gynaecology, may be taken two years and
nine months or more after beginning clinical studies. Excel-
lent facilities for bridging the gap between the preclinical
and clinical periods are provided by the Long Vacation
courses in elementary clinical methods and introductory
psychology (including practical. demonstrations) held each
year in July and August. The course in elementary clinical
methods is concentrated on instruction in the simple tech-
nique of making a proper examination of patients attending
the general and special departments of a hospital; it includes
lectures on the career of medicine, the social background of
disease, epidemiology, and the practice of medicine in the
home.

MEDICAL SCHOOLS IN ENGLAND AND
WALES

An Intelligence Test on Entry
An innovation has been introduced in the University of
Birmingham Medical School in that students on admission
into the second year (the first preclinical year) are required
to undergo an intelligence test conducted by the professor
of education. As a result of this, each student at the outset
of his career is given an intelligence quotient, and in the
light of his subsequent performance it is hoped to gain
information whether tests of this kind are likely to give
any worth-while forecast of the student's aptitude for medi-
cine. The tutorial system, which was instituted last year
at Birmingham, whereby members of the clinical staffs of
the hospital offer to undertake the role of tutors for groups
of four or five undergraduates during their years of hospital
work, has made a good beginning.

There have been two other interesting innovations at
Birmingham. One of these, which was started a year ago,
is a scheme on a voluntary basis whereby students in their
final year may be attached to a general practitioner for two
weeks in order to familiarize themselves with the work of
general practice. The scheme was inaugurated by an
informal discussion over a buffet supper to the participating
practitioners and students, and many helpful suggestions
for the future were made. The scheme is regarded as an
improvement on the formal teaching of the intricacies of
general practice by a university department. The other
innovation was an exchange of students for two weeks with
the University of Lyons. It is stated that the visit of the
British students to the French university was not only
enjoyable but instructive and helpful, giving them an insight
into clinical work on the Continent.
The number of applications received for admission into

the Birmingham Medical School shows little sign of falling,
but the remark is made that, generally speaking, the quality
of -the applicants is not as high as formerly. The necessary
arrangements to satisfy the requirements of the Medical
Act, 19%0, have worked smoothly, and all newly qualified
graduates are in pre-registration posts. To endeavour to
obtain the fullest possible working co-operation between
the Faculties of Medicine and Science, the clinical research
unit, which is expected to be opened before the end of the
year on the Queen Elizabeth Hospital site, will not only
have accommodation for research work in the clinical
departments but later a department of microbiology in the
same building, to house members of the Faculty of Science
who are interested in that subject. This is a notable year
in Birmingham Medical School history, for both the Vice-
Chancellor and the Vice-Principal of the University are
not only medical men but Birmingham graduates.

Student Exchange Scheme
At the Medical School of the University of Durham the

number of applications for admission during the academic
year beginning in October next has been approximately the
same as last year, and competition for entry has therefore
been quite keen. Most candidates apply for direct entry
to the second-year course by qualifying for exemption from
the first M.B., B.S. examination by virtue of passes in the
subjects of chemistry, physics, and biology at the advanced
level in the general certificate of education examination.
Plans for the first stage of necessary extensions to the
medical school have now been approved and building
operations authorized. The extension of the present build-
ing will provide much needed additional accommodation
for the department of physiology and for the teaching of
pharmacology. Student activity has been as keen as ever.
The annual meeting of the British Medical Students' Asso-
ciation was held at Newcastle-upon-Tyne last yea;, and
was very successful. The Durham Medical Students Union
has again arranged a student exchange scheme with the
Medical School at Oslo, and several Norwegian students
have been welcomed at Newcastle during the summer vaca-
tion.
The session 1952-3 in the Medical Faculty of the Uni-

versity of Bristol has seen an increase in the number of
students in the Faculty in that the maximum number of
students who could be accommodated were admitted to the
dental school and an additional year has been added to the
veterinary school. The first students to take veterinary
medicine at Bristol University are about to enter their
final year. Work is about to begin on additional labora-
tories and a lecture theatre in the department of medicine.
The main operating theatres in the Royal Infirmary have
been equipped with new sterilizers, and air-conditioning has
been installed. Research has carried some members of the
staff far afield. A team from the pharmacology department,
under the auspices of the Medical Research Council, visited
Uganda to make some metabolic studies, and another from
the department of anatomy is at present studying in Switzer-
land the effects of altitude on bone marrow. Some changes
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have been made in the regulations for dental qualifications.
In future the candidates for the diploma as well as the
degree will be required to matriculate, and will take the
same examinations up to the final. The B.D.S. course
will be six months longer than that for the L.D.S., and the
final B.D.S. examination will have an extra section to be
taken at the end of five and a half years' study.
The intake of medical students at the University of Liver-

pool in 1952 was 71 men and 23 women. Of this number
46 were admitted to the first year of study and 48 to the
second. It is stated that the number of applicants seems
to be increasing, but the main factor in this apparent
increase is the growing practice of candidates to apply. to
several medical schools. A new clinical curriculum has
come into force the main features of which are: (1) that
the present Part III of the final M.B. examination will be
discontinued, forensic medicine becoming a subject (with
pathology and bacteriology) of Patt II, and public health a
subject of the final qualifying examination; and (2) that
systematic lectures during the first five clinical terms will be
given only at 9 a.m., the students spending the rest of the
day in the hospitals to which they are assigned, whereas
previously they returned to the medical school for an after-
noon lecture.
A new medical school building is in course of construc-

tion. The first part, which will be ready for occupation
towards the end of 1954, will house the departments of
pharmacology and bacteriology. The framework of the
new block consists of reinforced concrete columns and pre-
stressed concrete floor beams-a technical development in
construction used for the first time in this country. This
year the University of Liverpool celebrates the fiftieth anni-
versary of the granting of its charter. Sir Ronald Ross and
Sir Charles Sherrington were members of the first senate.

Changes in M.B. Courses
The School of Medicine at Leeds admits 75 students each

year, and the number of persons seeking admission still
greatly exceeds the number of places, though it is remarked
here, as it was at Birmingham, that there seems to be a
shortage of really good candidates. During the last year the
first M.B. course reverted to three terms, and consisted of
four subjects-physics, chemistry, zoology, and botany. The
content of the chemistry course is greater than that of many
other degree (first M.B.) courses, and it is considered an
advantage that candidates should have studied this subject
at advanced level in the general certificate of education,
although the minimum requirement is that they should have
passed at ordinary level. Complete exemption from first
M.B. is not often given at Leeds. As from next October
the second M.B. course will be a five-term. instead of a six-
term course. The revision of the clinical curriculum is
under consideration, and it is hoped to start detailed plans
in the coming session.
Developments in the school are hampered to a large

extent by lack of accommodation. In order to overcome
this the University is continuing its policy of adapting
houses in the neighbourhood into research laboratories. In
particular the departments of biochemistry and medicine
will, it is hoped, soon be given additional accommodation
in this way; and as soon as possible more accommodation
will be given to the departments of medical physics, radio-
logy, and anaesthetics.
Of the changes made in ordinances and regulations of the

Faculty of Medicine at Sheffield only two appear to call for
notice here. Pathology and bacteriology will each now
form a separate part of the third M.B. examination; and
when the degrees of M.B., Ch.B. are awarded with
" honours " there will in future be no division into first class
and second class. The University has accepted an offer
from Boots Pure Drug Company, Limited, to establish an
annual prize in pharmacology in memory of the late Sir
Jack Drummond. While no extensive new building can
yet be reported at Sheffield, the adaptation of existing pre-

mises has permitted considerable enlargement of the depart-
ment of biochemistry. On the hospital side the expected
opening in the autumn of the Charles Clifford Dental Hos-
pital will greatly increase the clinical facilities open to the
dental school. During the year the school suffered a loss
through the death of Mr. J. E. Stacey, a noted clinical
teacher of obstetrics and gynaecology, and the resignations,
on their appointment to chairs in other universities, of
Professors E. J. Wayne and H. N. Green.

In the Manchester Faculty of Medicine 97 new students
were admitted in October, 1952, 17 of them direct to second-
year courses. The formal entrance requirement in mathe-
matics has been discontinued, but it is strongly felt that
applicants for admission to medical study should not under-
estimate the importance of appropriate preparation in
mathematics. The discontinuance of the formal faculty
requirement enables intending applicants to get appropriate
preparation in this subject in the most convenient way on
advice frcm their schools. The regulations governing
Parts II and III of the final M.B., Ch.B. examination have
been modified in the light of experience. Candidates who
present themselves in all four subjects of the final examina-
tion may in certain circumstances be allowed to pass in
any two or three of these.
The Clinical Sciences Building in York Place, Manchester,

is now complete and occupied by the departments of patho-
logy, medicine, social and preventive medicine, occupational
health, oto-laryngology, rheumatism research, and obstetrics
and gynaecology. The space vacated in the medical school
will ease the problems of accommodation, and extensive
alterations are being carried out in the old building.

Welsh National School of Medicine
The new regulations for the degrees of M.B., B.Ch.(Wales)

are now affecting students entering the clinical years of
study in the Welsh National School of Medicine. The
change of date for ending the preclinical period and begin-
ning the introductory clinical course in the transitional
summer term has brought with it inevitable difficulties in
connexion with not only those students of the school who
fail in anatomy and physiology at the first attempt in March
but also with students from some other schools who wish to
pursue their clinical studies at Cardiff. Satisfactory solu-
tions are, however, being devised. Further, the complete
revision of the curriculum and time-table which has been
undertaken has involved much work for the clinical dean
and the office staff. It looks as if the gradual change
from the old to the new system will take place smoothly
enough.
The amendment of the M.D. regulations is under active

consideration with the object both of raising the standard
of the examinations and of throwing the degree open to a
wide group of graduates by placing more emphasis ol1 a
thesis or published work and less on clinical proficiency.
The very large undertaking of preparing a scheme for an

entirely new medical and dental teaching centre has reached
the end of its first stage, and a long and detailed report
has been submitted to the Welsh Board of Health and the
University Grants Committee. As it is intended to hold
an architectural competition, no preliminary plans have
been prepared, but the report is mainly in a form appro-
priate to the preparation of schedules for such a competi-
tion.
The annual intake of medical students at present is 65.

The number admitted each year to studies for the B.Pharm.
is 35, to the course for health visitors 23, and to systematic
instruction in midwifery 54 pupil midwives. Co-operative
arrangements with the teaching and regional hospitals for
short-term visits of consultants to the school have been
successfully conducted throughout most of the year.
For the first time in the history of the school the chair

of obstetrics and gynaecology has been made whole-time.
It has been filled by Mr. Archibald Sutherland
Duncan.
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