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the staphylococcus-the enemy No. I of such hospitals-
warrants urgent attention with all the resources at our
command. The direct approach is undoubtedly to identify
the presence and establish the source of any pathogenic strain
of the organism. This, alas, is fraught with technical difficul-
ties these days when it is no longer possible to direct opera-
tions under a unified command. In promoting the first local
health authority scheme (staphylococcal investigation) for
research to be approved under the National Health Service
Act I had hoped to get the necessary typing done, but it
appears that no laboratory in Scotland can do this. I can
only suggest therefore that the work be carried out by the
Medical Research Council laboratory services in conjunction
with a maternity hospital where accurate control can be
exercised over the investigation. I know that there is any
amount of clinical material, and the resulting recommenda-
tions may well abolish a most distressing condition which
is admittedly difficult to treat.-I am, etc.,

Kirkcaldy. J. W. R. HAY_

Hypnosis in Modern Medicine
SIR,-Professor Alexander Kennedy (Journal, June 20,

p. 1377) takes me to task for stating, in Hypnosis in Modern
Medicine, that we should " detensionize the child with hyp-
nosis and the anxiety will fall to pieces." This statement is,
of course, taken from its context. What I actually say is:
" I have tried to show that tension is the root of most
childish ills and I have coined the word detensionize to
explain this reaction to hypnotic suggestion. Seemingly
conflict, repression, and frustration, given the right soil,
grow anxiety, which produces tension and finally a
neurosis. . . . Detensionize the child with hypnosis and the
anxiety will fall to pieces, allowing the physician to re-
educate both child and parents.

Professor Kennedy is upset that " two articles by British
contributors . . . do not fairly represent British medicine."
May I remind Professor Kennedy that hypnosis has been
viewed with suspicion, incredulity, aggression, and emotional
bigotry for nearly 200 years by those very physicians who
should have led the profession to a knowledge of the
subject ?-I am, etc.,
Carshalton Beeches, Surrey. GORDON AMBROSE.

Spiritual Healing
SIR,-I would be grateful for space in which to invite

information from medical colleagues with knowledge of
patients treated by spiritual healers. By "knowledge" I
mean adequate medical, case-histories with radiographs and
other records before and after treatment.
My search on behalf of the Society for Psychical Research

is for documented cases likely to stand up to investigation of
the organic state following such " healing." The experience
of others in this field would be most helpful in widening the
scope of investigation and the reliability of conclusions.-
I am, etc.,
45. Wimpole St., London.W. 1. Louis ROSE.

POINTS FROM LETTERS
Dental Sepsis
Dr. T. STORDY (Surbiton) writes: I should like to make a plea

for the patient whom we treat according to modern methods,
and would beg the dentist, with the utmost urgency, to remember
that there is a patient attached to the tooth, and most grievous
general conditions are produced by anything septic in the mouth.
X-ray films of teeth cannot be relied upon absolutely. I have
carefully observed thousands of dead teeth, teeth filled in all parts
of the world, teeth which have had apicectomy performed on
them, or have been splinted for periodontitis and passed as being
free from infection, but which on extraction showed signs of
long-standing subacute inflammation. . We have all carried
out this treatment and seen the results of our own and others'
efforts, in the vast majority of cases to the patient's detriment.
In this connexion I very strongly urge the teaching of more
general medicine to the dental student, so that he may be able to
recognize the signs of sepsis and low resistance to toxins.

Obituary

VICTOR BONNEY, M.D., M.S.,
F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G.

We record with regret the death on July 4 of Mr. Victor
Bonney at the age of 80. With the late Sir Comyns
Berkeley, also of the Middlesex Hospital, he did much
to raise the reputation of British gynaecological surgery
to its present high position.

Victor Bonney was born in Chelsea on December 17,
1872, the son of Dr. W. A. Bonney, a well-known
physician and surgeon. He studied medicine at the
Middlesex Hospital, gradu-
ating M.B., B.S. in 1896
and proceeding to the
degrees of M.D. in 1898
and M.S. in 1899, the year
in which he also became a
Fellow of the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons. To
complete this impressive
list of degrees and dip-
lomas he became a Mem-
ber of the Royal College of
Physicians in 1900 and
took the B.Sc. (anatomy) of
London University with
first-class honours in 1904.
After resident appoint-
ments Bonney won the [Lafayette, London

Emden research scholar-
ship in the Cancer Investigation Laboratories of the
Middlesex Hospital. His interest in obstetrics and gynae-
cology was not slow to develop and as early as 1905 he
was appointed obstetric tutor, becoming assistant
gynaecological surgeon in 1908. When Sir Comyns
Berkeley retired in 1930 he succeeded him as senior
gynaecological surgeon. Bonney and Berkeley, who
were both great teachers, worked together to extend and
perfect Wertheimn's operation for cancer of the cervix
and they were the joint authors of the well-known
Textbook of Gynaecological Surgery. When the fourth
edition of this work was reviewed in this Journal in 1943,
the author of the review wrote:

"Scattered throughout the British Commonwealth of
Nations there is a band of younger men whose privilege it
has been to serve an apprenticeship at the Chelsea Hospital
for Women, London, where they have become imbued with
the Berkeley-Bonney tradition. They are the disciples of
the Bonney technique and the Bonney conservatism, and to
them, as to many others, Bonney is the greatest living
exponent of gynaecological surgery. They remember him
as an exquisite surgeon, a stimulating thinker and leader,
and a rare and generous teacher."

Bonney's other contributions to the practice and
literature of gynaecology were numerous and important,
and he devised a number of ingenious instruments.
During the first world war he worked as a surgeon at

the military branch of the Middlesex Hospital at Clacton-
on-Sea. For many years he was on the staff of the
Chelsea Hospital for Women, and at one time or another
he held appointments at the Royal Masonic Hospital,
the Miller General Hospital, Putney Hospital, and Queen
Alexandra's Military Hospital. He was also visiting
gynaecologist to the Postgraduate Medical School in
London. On the council of the Royal College of Sur-
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