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-the author quotes them as though they represented the
opinions of the writers; but there is much to suggest
that they contain merely the opinions which the writers
thought likely to win prizes. In consequence a feeling
of unreality pervades these later chapters.

F. CHARLOTTE NAISH.

DIABETES AND THE LIVER

Le Foie Diab6tique. Aspects Hormonaux. By Dr.
Jacques Mirouze. (Pp. 368. 1.300 francs.) Paris:
L'Expansion Scientifique Franqaise. 1951.

This book on the " diabetic liver " is difficult to review.
To size up and assess detailed and specialized mono-
graphs in the French mode of production, and indeed in
special supplements of the Acta Scanidinavica, often
leaves the mind of an English reviewer full of- headache
and confusion. He may appreciate the linguistic clarity
of every sentence, but must wonder what all the details
in each chapter and section want to say or prove. Even
the final summary and conclusions are too often per-
vaded with a vagueness and verbosity at which the
Anglo-Saxon mind revolts-or so has mine when I have
tried to comprehend the purport of these 368 pages.
The book is priiharily concerned with the liver in

different forms of diabetes. In the first section the
author describes-mainly from the literature-different
types of experimental and human diabetes. In the second
section he describes human investigations of liver func-
tion in diabetics for the study of blood, pigment, and
protein, fat, and glycogen metabolism, based principally
on liver biopsies. When one looks for numbers tested
and precise description of techniques, a soft vagueness
pervades. When we turn to the general conclusions of
this book, we learn that no strict, and certainly no causal,
relation is obvious between diabetes and the liver
changes that may be found in diabetics.

R. D. LAWRENCE.

CANCER OF THE BLADDER

Cystektomnie beim Blasenkrebs. By Professor H.
Boeminghaus. (Pp. 84; 56 illustrations. M. 11.50.)
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme. 1951.

Twenty years ago there were few forms of malignant
disease regarded with such despair as that of the
bladder. Radical operation involved a risk which was
almost prohibitive, and even alleviation of the terrible
distress of the patient was often impossible. To-day,
with modern resources, a total cystectomy may be
achieved with no more risk than that of a resection of
the colon, and there is a reasonable prospect of years
of normal life.

This book on cystectomy for cancer of the bladder
gives an excellent account of the present position.
Although the personal experience of the author is
limited, he has evidently studied the literature very
thoroughly.' His discussion of the indications for and
against total cystectomy is admirable, and he makes clear
the advantages of a complete over a partial operation.
The description of this considerable operation as carried
out by the leading authorities is sound and is fully
illustrated from their own articles, chiefly from the
work of Millin and Couvelaire. A bibliography would
have been welcome, but this could easily be supplied
from the full lists of names which accompany the
statistical tables.
To anyone with a knowledge of German this mono-

graph gives valuable information in a convenient and

reliable form, and it will enable him to appreciate the
extraordinary advance made in the surgery of malignant
disease of the bladder in recent years.

HENRY SOUTTAR.
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Unsurpassed as a medical dictionary, Dorland's main-
tains its high standard in the twenty-second edition, recently
published by W. B. Saunders at 50s. It includes a new
introductory article by Professor Lloyd W. Daly, of Pennsyl-
vania University, on " Fundamentals of Medical Etymology."
Here Latin and Greek are anatomized to show how their
vocabularies have been drawn upon in the construction of
medical and scientific terminology. The dictionary has been
brought up to date by the addition of many new terms,
though at the same time an attempt has been made to keep
as many as possible of the old ones. The book is thus
something more than a dictionary of current terminology,
being also a fascinating museum and including brief bio-
graphical notes of' the many men whose names are com-
monly attached to diseases, signs, symptoms, and tests.
There are also useful tables of drug doses and weights and
measures. The text has been reset in a new type which
makes the page easier to read.
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