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Infectious Diseases
Infectious diseases were less prevalent in England and Wales
during the week ended July 28, and decreases were recorded
in the num'ber of notifications of measles 1,048, whooping-
cough 119, dysentery 75, a-nd scarlet fever 72, while the
largest rises were 16 for paratyphoid fever and for acute
pneumonia.
A decline in the incidence of measles was common

throughout the country. The largest falls in the number
of notifications were Yorkshire West Riding 166, Leicester-
shire 84, and Warwickghire 76. The chief variations in the
local trends of whooping-cough were decreases in Yorkshire
West Riding 72 and Lancashire 38, and rises in Middlesex
49 and Kent 35. Only small variations were recorded in the
local trends of scarlet fever. The notifications of diphtheria
were 6 more than in the preceding week:; the largest varia-
tion in the returns was an increase of 4 in Yorkshire West
Riding.
The notifications of paratyphoid fever were the largest

for two years. The largest centre of infection was York-
shire West Riding with 23 notifications (Barnsley C.B. 11,
Darfield U.D. 9).
The notifications of acute poliomyelitis were 13 fewer

than in the preceding week. The largest returns during the
week were Yorkshire West Riding 17 (Sheffield C.B. 5),
Lancashire 14 (Liverpool C.B. 4), Kent 13 (Dartford M.B. 3,
Orpington U.D. 3).
The number of notifications of dysentery were the lowest

for 40 weeks. The largest returns were Staffordshire 39
(Wolverhampton CGB. 38), Lancashire 31 (Fulwood U.D. 10),
London 26, Middlesex 20.

Graphs of Infectious Diseases
The graphs below show the uncorrected numbers of cases

of certain diseases notified weekly in England and Wales.
Highest and lowest figures reported during the nine years
1942-50 are shown thus -- ,-- the figures for 1951
thus .Except for the curves showing notifications
in 1951, the graphs were prepared at the Department of
Medical Statistics and Epidemiology, London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
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Week Ending August 4
The notifications of infectious diseases in England and

Wales during the week included: scarlet fever 646, whooping-
cough 2,905, diphtheria 33, measles 4,944, acute pneumonia
312, acute poliomyelitis 117, dysentery 193, paratyphoidl
fever 34 (see below), and typhoid fever 4.

Quarterly Retumns for Eire
The birth rate during the first quarter of this year was.

20.9 per 1,000, being 0.3 below the rate for the correspon-
ding quarter of last year. The infant mortality was 59
per 1,000 registered births, the same as the rate for the
March quarter of 1950. The death rate was 22.1 per l,000,
being 7.1 above the rate for the first quarter of 1950 and
the largest rate of recent years. The increase in the death
rate was mainly contributed by the older ages ; the number-
of deaths at ages 65 and over wa's 4,543 more than in the
first quarter of 1950, while at ages under 65 the number of-
deaths was only 839 more. 1,934 deaths were attributed
to influenza compared with 1l1 and 88, the totals for the
two preceding March qfuarters. Deaths from respiratory
tuberculosis were 524, and 96 from other forms of tuber-
culosis ; these totals were 54 and 35 respectively below the7
totals for the first quarter of 1950.

Paratyphoid in Kent
During the four weeks ending on August 4, 12 cases of

paratyphoid fever have been notified in North Kent. Each
of the following districts have had one or more cases
Bexley, Dartford, and Erith municipal boroughs ; Crayford,
Swanscombe, Chislehurst, and Sidcup urban districts ; Dart--
ford rural district. In addition there have been a few cases
of paratyphoid notified in some of the South and South-east
London boroughs and in Brighton. A number of these
Kent, Sussex, and London cases have been found to be-,
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infected with a strain of Salm. paratyphi B that belongs to
a hitherto unidentified Vi-phage type. This same strain has
been found in other parts of the country recently and is
provisionally referred to as the "Kent" strain.

Medical News

Sweden's Medical Preparations for War
The leading Swedish medical societies recently held

a meeting at which some 500 doctors listened to lectures
given by experts on twelve of the main medical prob-
lems created by totalitarian warfare. The lecturers included
the head of the Swedish Public Health Service and others
responsible for the organization of wartime health services.
Among the subjects discussed were the treatment of shock,
burns, blood transfusion, radiation lesions caused by atomic
bombs and radioactive weapons, chemical warfare, bacterio-
logical warfare, detonation lesions, inanition due to war
injuries, infectious diseases under war conditions and mass
migrations, and psychological defence measures and the con-
trol of panic. These lectures have been published in succes-
sive numbers of the journal of the Swedish Medical Associa-
tion, Svenska Likartidningen, beginning with the issue of
May 18. A serious problem which Sweden has to face is
an expected shortage of doctors, nurses, and members of
various auxiliary services. In time of war most of the
4,547 doctors in Sweden under the age of 70 would have
to work in the hospitals; 1,936 would be required for mili-
tary service. Of the total of about 19,000 nurses, approxi-
mately 1,500 are pensioners and 3,600 are married and have
children under the age of 15. Plans have been made for
the call-up of these married nurses, for whose children
special provision will be made. Even many of the 2,000
midwives may have to be diverted from their peacetime
duties. It is calculated that about two-thirds of the occu-
pants of central hospitals will have to be sent home in the
event of war, while about one-quarter will be transferred
to smaller and less exposed hospitals, and only 10% will
remain where they were.

Medical Research Council Travelling Awards
The Medical Research Council announces that it has made

the following travelling awards for the academic year
1951-2: Rockefeller Travelling Fellowships in Medicine.-
Mr. W. Burnett, Surgical Registrar, Professorial Unit, Aber-
deen Royal Infirmary; Dr. 0. Garrod, Out-patient Registrar
and Medical Tutor, Postgraduate Medical School of London;
Dr. J. N. Hunt, Senior Lecturer in Physiology, Guy's Hospital
Medical School, London; Dr. G. C. Kennedy, temporary
member of staff, National Institute for Medical Research,
London; Dr. B. P. Marmion, Senior Bacteriologist, Public
Health Laboratory Service (at the Virus Reference Labora-
tory, Colindale); Mr. J. H. Peacock, Lecturer in Surgery,
Uniyersity of Bristol; Dr. S. W. Stanbury, Junior Beit
Memorial Research Fellow, Department of Medicine, Uni-
versity of Manchester; Dr. E. M. Vaughan Williams.
Schorstein Research Fellow in Medical Science, Department
of Pharmacology, University of Oxford. Dorothy Temple
Cross Research Travelling Fellowships in Tuberculosis.-
Mr. R. W. Baldwin, Research Assistant, Chemistry Depart-
ment, University of Birmingham; Dr. G. J. Cunningham,
Senior Lecturer in Morbid Anatomy and Histology, St.
Bartholomew's Hospital Medical College, London. Travel-
ting Scholarships in Medical Science (tenable in France under
an exchange scheme with the Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique).-Mr. S. V. Boyden, Wellcome
Fellow of Animal Health Trust, Department of Animal
Pathology, University of Cambridge; Dr. J. L. Gowans,
M.R.C. Research Student, Sir William Dunn School of
Pathology, University of Oxford.

Military Medicine Congress
The thirteenth international congress of military medicine

and pharmacy was held recently in Paris on the occasion
of the centenary of the establishment of the French Mili-
tary Medicine School at the Val de Grface. Great Britain,
although a founder-member of the international committee
of military medicine, is no longer a subscriber. Much of
the time at the congress was devoted to the medical aspects
of atomic warfare, and a demonstration was given of local
organization for dealing with the results of an atomic bomb
attack, with models, by Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. Crosse, of
Great Britain.

N.A.P.T. United Kingdom Essay Prize
The National Association for the Prevention of Tubercu-

losis announces that the prize of 100 guineas offered for the
best essay on the control of tuberculosis in the United
Kingdom, written by chest physicians of not more than 10
years' standing, has been awarded to Dr. W. H. Tattersall,
of Bournemouth. The prize will be presented at the
N.A.P.T. council meeting on October 4. Dr. P. G. Arblaster
(Leamington Spa) and Dr. M. B. Paul (Leeds) were placed
second and third in the competition.

Sanitary Inspectors' Working Party
The Minister of Health has appointed a small working

party to inquire into the nature of the work at present \being
done by sanitary inspectors, the present arrangements for
their recruitment, training, and qualification, and to report
on the adequacy of such arrangements. The chairman is
Sir John Maude, and the party includes a representative
of the Ministry, a medical officer of health, and sanitary
inspectors.

"Medico-legal Journal"
The latest issue (Part 2, 1951) of this quarterly contains

two lectures given to the Medico-Legal Society in January
and February of this year: " The G.M.C. Hitherto and
Henceforth," by Robert Forbes, and " The Medico-Legal
Institute and the Problem of Crime," by Sir Sydney Smith.

Information about Cancer
The Book of Cancer Relief (2s. 6d.) has just been pub-

lished by the National Society for Cancer Relief, and all
proceeds of sale will go to the society's funds. Designed
to present a simple and composite account of the facts
about cancer and its treatment, the book is intended for
ordinary men and women. The first section is devoted to a
brief description of the disease, illustrated by a few statistics.
This is followed by an account of the advances made in the
treatment of cancer and information about hospitals in
Great Britain and Eire. Finally there is a short history of
the work done by the N.S.C.R. itself. The book is readable
and pleasantly brought out, and it should help to spread
both information and hope.

Wills
Dr. Sydney Watson Smith left £66,416.
He directed his executor to present on behalf of his wife and in

his memory his ancient bronze urn and the large square silver tray
presented to him by the Bournemouth Division of the B.M.A. to
the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, " of which I have
the honour to be a Fellow." After other bequests he left one-half
of the remainder to the Royal College of Physicians of London,
" of which I have the honour to be a Fellow," as the " Watson
Smith Trust " for providing from the income: (a) an annual
lecture or lectures to be delivered at the College on or about
January 11 in each year on any subject in medicine "including
dermatology," (b) medical research fellowships, and (c) grants in
aid for the promotion of medical research; and the other half of
the remainder to the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh
as the " Watson Smith Trust " for providing from the income:
(a) an annual lecture or lectures to be delivered at the College on
or about January 27 in each year upon any subject in medicine
" including dermatology," (b) medical research fellowships, and
(c) grants in aid for the promotiofi of medical research.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND VITAL STATISTICS
We print below a summary of Infectious Diseases and Vital Statistics in the British Isles for the week ending July 28 (No. 30).

Figures of notified cases are for: (a,-) England and Wales (London included). (b,) London (administrative county). (c) Scotland. (d) Northern Ireland.
(e) Eire. Figures of births and deaths and of deaths recorded under each disease are for: (a) The 126 great towns in England and Wales (London included).(b') London (administrative county). (c) The 16 principal towns in Scotland. (d) The 10 principal towns in Northern Ireland. (e) The 13 principal towns
in Eire. A dash - denotes no cases; a blank space denotes disease not notifiable or no return available.

The table is based on information supplied by the Registrars-General of England and Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, and Eire, the Ministry of
Health and Local Government of Northern Ireland, and the Department of Health of Eire.

1951 1950 1942-50 England & Wales
Disease Week Ending July 28 Corresponding Week Corresponding Week

(a) (b)I (c) (d) (e) (a)I (b) (c) (d) (e) Highest Median Lowest
Diphtheria. .. . 1 36 2 8 1I 2 42 2 61 _2 4 643 308 42

Deaths .

Dysentery . .. . .. 2261 26 59 1 166 7 83 - 226 94 61
Deaths . . . .

Encephalitis, acute .. . . 1 ' - -6 - - -6 1 -Deaths .. .

Erysipelas . .. . ..12 - 4 16 1 2

Food-poisoning .. . . 201 33 2 203 44 1

Infective enteritis or diarrhoea under
2 years *. . .24 39 35

Deaths .. . .. . 12 1- - 6 3 - -

Measles* .*. 5,258 114 123 161 130 8,291 580 158 92 151 8,291 4,266 2,331
Deaths .. - - - -I- - -

Meningococcal infection . .. 35 3 19 1 28 2 14 3 67 41 27
Deaths .

Ophthalmia neonatorumn* 27 - 9 -24 - 11 - 81 61 24

Pneumonia, influenzal * *. 308 1 1 4 2 277 14 2 1 - 446 355 263
Deaths (from influenza)t 3 - - 3 - - 1

Pneumonia, primary . ..102 112
Deaths * *. * * 86 7 6 3 97 18 2 3

Poliomyelitis, acute:
Non-paralytic.. .. .. 71 3 ~. 8 5 9> 305. 25. 52>15 V 2'. 336 22 12Nnparalytic 71.. . 50 4 f

Deaths§ 4 1 27 -

Puerperal fever .. . .8 - 5

Puerperal pyrexiall.. .. . 114 9 6 - 87 13 5 2 - 163 145 87

Scarlet fever.. * * * 758 76 108 19 34 1,012 73 114 57 61 1,998 1,223 987
Death's .

Smallpox .
Deaths

(1) TuberCulosis, respiratory ..144 33 156 34
(2) Tuberculosis, non-respiratory *.28 13 32 6

(1) Deaths . .V106f12 15 2 5V'L129 f16 32 8 9
(2) Deaths *.f \1 4 2 11f 4 5- 6

Typhoid fever . ..8 1 - - - lo 1 -
Deaths¶ - - - - - - ~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~53 22 14

Paratyphoid fever 531*.53'I5 1 7; Ii 5 (B)

Whooping-cough .. . . 3,261 171 266 57 71 3,7141 2681 2971 34~ 631 3,714 1,938 1,092
Deaths 21-._._- 2 8 - 1- - I _

Deaths (0-I year) .*. 165~ 16~ 27 5 16 194 14 27~ 8 14 349 299. 194

Deaths (excluding stillbirths) . 3,839 557 465' 92 131 3,97 572 478 98 127 4,840 3 91 3,515
Annual death rate (per 1,000

persons living) 9.5 9-6

Live births . .. . .. 6,893 1,152 872 229 467 6,963 1,118 817 219 387 9,124 7,089 6,428
Annual rate per 1,000 persons living 17-9 164 l

$tillbirths ..nlu .9.2 717 3 8285 217 173
Rate per 1,000 total births dni- 112 2 7 31

ingstillborn) .. .. 30 __22 _____ ______

Bx,mss
MEDICAL JOURNAL

- Measles not notinianlienS~cotlanadand returns are approximate. ¶sncludes prsmaryfsormfsorEnglanadandsWales, London, and N. reland- nTe number
of deaths from poliomyelitis and polio-encephalitis for England and Wales, and London (administrative county), are combined. 11Includes puerperalfever for England and Wales and for Eire. ¶ Deaths from paratyphoid fever are combined with those from typhoid fever.
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