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Preparations and Appliances

MODIFIED DETACHABLE-BLADE
LARYNGOSCOPE

Dr. W. KiRK RAE, anaesthetist, Royal National Throat, Nose,
and Ear Hospital, writtes: The laryngoscope with detachable
blades here illustrated was designed to correct the principal
mechanical defects found in all other types that I have
encountered. The instrument is adaptable to the generally
accepted and well-established types of blade. The draw-
backs which I invariably encounter with most types of
detachable-blade laryngoscopes are (1) the methods of attach-
ing and detaching the blades are awkward and time-
consuming; and (2) with even moderate use the junctions,
particularly of the articulated types, tend to become loose,
resulting in defective electrical contacts.
The instrument consists essentially of a battery-containing

handle of a similar size and design to the existing Magill and
Macintosh types. At one end of the handle there is a
threaded socket, and at the other end a simple press switch
operable by the thumb of the hand holding the instrument.
The blades, which may be of any design, are fitted with a
lug which vcarries a short helical thread and a central
electrical contact. It is necessary only to insert the
threaded portion of the lug into the socket of the handle,
and by merely rotating the blade through 90 degrees a rigid
and secure junction is made. The centr4l electrical contact

The laryngoscope, showing screw thread.

bears directly on the battery terminal a,nd depresses the
battery against the tension of a coil spring in the base of
the handle. This coiled spring permits sufficient excursion
of the battery to compensate for any wear in the helical
thread that is likely to take place, therefore an effective
electrical contact is always ensured.
The Magill type blades supplied with the instrument have

been modified in two respects: (1) the ends of the blades

have bee maemr.ptuae _n 2 the tishvebe

rolled to minimize the chance of trauma during use, a feature
in laryngoscope design which I believe Dr. Magill originated,
but which has, unfortunately, tended to disappear over the
passage of years during which Magill's blades have been
in widespread use. The laryngoscope at present is supplied
with a full range of Magill and Macintosh type blades, and
for those who prefer a lightweight handle for use with the
infant-size blade an alternative is provided utilizing a pencil-
size battery. The helical thread on all blades and both
handles is standard, thus providing complete interchange-
ability. The laryngoscope is obtainable from Messrs. A.
Charles King Ltd., and I am indebted to Mr. L. Gibbons
for his kind and able assistance in evolving this instrument.

Nova et Vetera

A MANCHESTER PIONEER
John Ferriar; Public Health Work, Tristram Shandy, and
other Essays and Verses. William. Osler, His Interest in
Ferriar. Biographipal Notes. By Edward M. Brockbank,
M.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P. (Pp. 51: 6s.) London: William
Heinemann Medical Books. 1950.

"What Manchester thinks to-day England thinks to-
morrow" was originally said of economic affairs. It
would be hardly less true of science. The names of
Dalton, Henry, Joule, and many others come at once to
mind. But it is not always remembered what a lead Man-
chester has given in public health also. In 1796 a board of
health was founded in Manchester and began publishing its
Proceedings in 1805. A fever hospital was opened there
before the eighteenth century was ended. In all these
matters Manchester was some years ahead of London. In'
all John Ferriar (1761-1816) had his share.

Ferriar, born in Roxburghshire, began practice at Man-
chester in 1785. He soon became prominent in literary and
scientific circles, much of his activity being displayed at the
famous Manchester Literary and Philosophfic Society, to the
Proceedings of which he often contributed. He practised
widely among the poor and became an authority on typhus,.
of which he had seen a great deal. He was himself immune,
having had the disease in 1780 " with three weeks' delirium.'"
He became honorary physician to the Manchester Infirmary;
Dispensary, and Lunatic Hospital in 1790. He was a pioneer
in the cause of improved housing, and was in every way a
highly enlightened practitioner, devoted, self-sacrificing, and
far in advance of his day.

Ferriar was a man of strong literary tastes. He became
an authority on the writing of Sterne, and was the first to,
trace many of the complex allusions in Tristram Shandy to
their source. He possessed a fine library, which was dis-
persed only in comparatively recent years. Osler took much
interest in Ferriar. The author records Osler's attitude
to him and interest in the medical affairs of Manchester.
Dr. Brockbank has produced a charming pamphlet for the
bedside, full of pleasant references and allusions.

CHARLES SINGER.

Laying the foundation-stone for a new federal clinicaI
research centre at Bethesda, Maryland, on June 22, President
Truman said: "Skyrocketing medical costs are pushing
millions of Americans into the medically indigent class.
Medical care is for the people and not just for the doctors
and the rich. Our objective must be to make the best
modern medical care available to more and more people.
I intend- to keep right on working for that as long as I am
President of the United States and also after I get through
being President of the United States " (New York Times,
June 23).
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