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*distribution of money is regulated by statute and the Minister of
Health has no power to vary it by a direction. Hospital management
committees should have regard to the original intention of the gift in
the use made of their shares.

Clean Food.-The Minister of Food announced that up to Novem-
ber 17 he had confirmed model by-laws governing cleanliness in the
handling, wrapping, and delivery of food for 973 authorities, and
was shortly to do likewise for a further 260; but 211 authorities were
still outstanding.

Exemnption from Nationtal Service.-Men exempt on medical
grounds (excluding men not examined, because blind, etc.) in 1946
numbered 39,964; in 1947, 24,648; in 1948, 24,711; in 1949, 33,818;
in 1950 (to September 28), 34,506.
Housing.-In Liverpool 27,328 houses are classified by the Liver-

pool medical officer of health as unfit for human habitation.

Medico- Legal

DEATH DUE TO A SWAB

[FROM OUR MEDICO-LEGAL CORRESPONDENT]
In spite of the strict precautions taken in all operating theatres,
now and again a swab still eludes the vigilance of the team. In
a recent case the victim was a girl aged 2 who was brought
into the Warwick Hospital for an emergency operation to
relieve torsion of a dermoid cyst in the region of the left ovary.
She made a good recovery and was sent back in due course to
the sanatorium from which she had been admitted, where she
was under treatment for advanced tuberculosis of the lungs.
About 11 weeks afterwards she was readmitted for abdominal
pain and vomiting. A tumour was palpable in the mid-
abdominal region, but radiography gave no assistance in
diagnosis. There was no evidence of obstruction. She settled
down very rapidly, and, in view of the tuberculosis and the
finding at the operation of enlarged mesenteric glands, the
surgeon thought that her symptoms might be due to a plastic
tuberculous peritonitis with further enlargement of the glands.
He therefore decided to observe her and treat her conserva-
tively. She continued to improve up to the fourth day after
admission, when she suddenly collapsed and died. At necropsy
the palpable mass in the abdomen was found to be a swab
which had become encysted and adherent to a loop of small
bowel.
The case was therefore reported to the coroner, who held an

inquest on August 29. The surgical registrar who performed
the operation said that great care was always taken over the
counting of swabs both before use and after the closing of the
abdominal cavity. He might, on account of the child's small
size, have used a "large six" swab as a pack instead of an
ordinary pack, but even so it should have been counted with
the other swabs. He maintained that, when the child was
brought in for the second time, there had been no evidence
of obstruction, and the diagnosis of the condition as a result
of her tuberculosis was clinically right. The theatre sister
explained in evidence that large swabs (" big sixes") were
counted before and after an operation; small swabs were not
counted but were always used on a holder. The night, how-
ever, had been hot, and the surgeon might have had to have
his brow wiped. If this were done with an unsterilized swab
it might have been picked up and included in the count. The
theatre technician, whose task had been to check the swabs,
described how an operation was usually begun with 24 " big
sixes " and two abdominal packs, which were all checked.
During the operation it was his custom to collect all the used
swabs and lay them in a special rack until six were used;
those were then taken out of the rack, placed in a bucket,
and marked off on the graph which he used for keeping the
count. If extra swabs were.. taken into use they also were
marked on the graph. He was certain that the routine had
been observed on that occasion. It was his duty to wipe the
surgeon's brow, which he did with an unsterile swab which
he would put into his pocket.
The jury found that the little girl had died from intestinal

obstruction by a surgical swab inadvertently left in the 'abdo-

men during the operation. They added two riders: (1) that
thought should be given by the hospital authorities to devising
a scheme by which swabs used for packing could be recorded
and recovered, and (2) that a record should be kept by the
hospital of all the persons engaged in an operation.

In a letter to the senior officer of the Birmingham Regional
Board the acting deputy coroner, Mr. L. D. Overell, suggested
that in their first rider the jury might have been referring to
the possible use of a " big six" as a pack, and have considered
it desirable for any material used for packing to be quite dis-
tinct from ordinary dressings. The second rider referred to
an uncertainty in regard to the identity of the assistant to the
theatre sister, which had caused an adjournment. The surgeon,
he added, had immediately given instructions that in future
some quite different material, which could not be mistaken for
a dressing, should always be used for wiping the surgeon's
brow. The coroner went on to say that all the usual routine
drill to prevent a mishap of this kind appeared to be in oper-
ation at the Warwick Hospital; but he expressed the personal
opinion that, as quite well educated persons were frequently
faulty in arithmetic, such an accident could easily be due to
a failure by a harassed theatre sister to add correctly the
numbers of the used and the unused swabs. Whether this or
the use of a swab for the surgeon's brow is the true explana-
tion, this case has pointed to another possible source of what
is fortunately an extremely rare mishap.

Universities and Colleges

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
The Weldon Memorial Prize for 1950 has been awarded to Lionel
Sharples Penrose, M.D., Galton Professor of Eugenics, University
College, London.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
In Congregation on December 2 the following degrees were
conferred:
M.A.-Oswald Lloyd, M.D., F.R.C.S., M.R.C.O.G., Associate

Lecturer in the Faculty of Medicine.
M.D.-P. Sainsbury, G. M. Fleming, W. L. Calnan, H. Butler.
M.B., B.CHIR. *Ion-Dan Edeleanu.
A Grace recommending the conferment of the degree of M.A.

upon Janet E. Bottomley, M.D., F.R.C.S., M.R.C.O.G., Associate
Lecturer in the Faculty of Medicine, passed the Senate on
December 2.

*By proxy.

UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW
On December 1 the degree of Ph.D. was confirmed in absentia by
diploma upon C. Mukherjee, M.B., Ch.B.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
The following candidates have been approved at the examination
indicated.X
THIRD M.B., B.S.-' 3D. Burman, 1 6M. W. Cemlyn-Jones, 1 2P. J.

Chapman, 1 2 5S. S. Epstein, 1 'D. I. Fryer, 1 7L. G. Goodwin,
1 5P. E. B. Holmes, I 4C. B. Ingor-Willey, 1 5R. P. V. Jayewardene,
1 'R. S. Jelliffe, 12 4 5 6 7D. J. Jenden (University Medal), 1 'N.
MacDonald, 1 IF. W. O'Grady, 1 2T. H. Roffe, 1 "M. K. Sawday,
1 6G. Walker, R. G. Adams, D. G. E. Alldridge, J. D. B. Andrews,
B. Bass, D. A. Begg, Marion Berry, C. N. Best, Margaret E.
Beynon, N. P. Bhandari, Irene F. A. Blakeney, A. G. Blyth,
Elizabeth M. Bough, J. LI. Bowen, Betty B. Boxall, T. L. Bradbeer,
C. J. Bradfield, Yvonne J. Bradfield, R. 0. Brettell, J. E. Bridger,
W. V. Brooks, D. E. Brown, 0. F. Brown, K. M. Bryant, N. L.
Bucky, M. G. Budden, S. H. Burges, Patricia M. Bushell, R. P.
Butt, G. Canti, R. J. A. Carey, S. J. Carne, W. 1. Carter, P. J.
Chesterman, J. W. Cieszynski, P. H. Cima, D. A. Clements, N. F.
Cockett, R. A. Cocks, R. F. Coggins, Sheila D. Cooper, C. H. Corby,
A. H. Cox, Elizabeth P. Cracroft, A. J. I. Dacre, Mary G. C. A.
Dale, R. A. Davidson, Aldwyth H. Davies, J. W. Davies, W. H. G.
Davies, J. G. Dawe, Geva B. P. de Winton, P. L. C. Diggory,
S. Dische, F. B. Dobbs, Winifred B. Drew, B. H. Du Heaume,
W. R. Edwards, Alison M. M. Fleming, N. S. Galbraith, 0. P.
Galpin, M. F. Gardiner, F. P. A. Garton, Angela M. Geere, M. J.
Gilkes, D. Goldman, A. M. Goldstein, Edwina R. Goodall, Helen
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