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day the architect is, to use the common phrase, a " bel homme", with
nothing like phthisical or other disease in his appearance. The neces-
sity of earning his living by a profession, which kept both body and
mind in an active state, and obliged this architect to pass a great part
of his time in the open air, was a circumstance which placed him in
the very best possible conditions, both moral and physical. He still,
however, has some cough. Every morning and evening he has a fit of
coughing, accompanied by expectoration. During winter, he has from
time to time pulmonary congestion. On these occasions, Dr. Peter is
sent for, when he finds, in addition to the rdles of bronchitis, a very
limited bellows-sound, which he cannot but attribute to the agglutina-
tion of the walls of the shrunken cavities. The individual is still evi-
dently a tubercxilos subject; but it is equally clear that he is not phthi-
sica?; or, to give the statement in Dr. Peter's own words, " c'est 6videmz-
ment toujours uzn tuberculeux, mais tout aussi dvidemment ce n'estpas un
phthisique. "

In illustrating the influence of climate and elevation above the sea-
level in the cure and prevention of phthisis, Dr. Peter referred to the
recovery of his friend Dr. Henry Bennet of Mentone, and to the well
known book of that accomplished physician, entitled Winter and
Spring on the Shiores of the Mediterranean, as well as to other recent
English works on climate and medical topography.

3. Chloroform in Midwifery.-I was present on the 14th (Tuesday
last), in the amphitheatre of the Hotel-Dieu, when two candidates were
undergoing their cinquierme-that is, clinical examination. In France,
the oral examinations for the medical doctorate, as well as for all other
university degrees, are conducted in public-an admirable rule. Upon
the occasion to which I refer, Professor Pajot examined one of the
candidates regarding various points of difference between the practice
of midwifery in England and France. The cases in which obstetric
patients ought and ought not to be chloroformed were fully gone into.
Professor Pajot, while he took occasion to speak in terms of the highest
admiration of the originality and practical skill of Sir James Simpson
of Edinburgh, stated that he did not concur witlh the Scottish professor
in thinking it advantageous to chloroform patients suffering from
eclampsia. He also regarded the keeping of parturient women for
several successive hours, or for any considerable period of time, under
the influence of chloroform, as highly objectionable; but, on the other
hand, he was decidedly in favour of anaesthesia by chloroform in opera-
tive midwifery. These, I may add, are the views which prevail in
France, where it is only in exceptional cases that the accoucheur em-
ploys anaesthesia.
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THF. year which is near its end has perhaps done but little to confute
the old maxim as to the rate of progress of knowledge. Yet it may
boast of having witnessed honest work, and may close with gratitude,
if not with triumph. We are in no haste to gather the fruit: it is
enouglh, if we can believe that good seed has been sown.
The brief period of a single year is, indeed, too short to admit of any

great advance in such an art as ours being made and proven. If we
were to attempt to chronicle what we might suppose to be the best re-
sults of the last twelve months of medical work, we should run a
risk of double error. In the first place, we might mention things
which are as yet doubtful, and which further experience may throw
aside; or, secondly, we might claim things which really had their birth
before I869 began, and stand in the position of things confirmed rather
than discovered.
A remarkable activity on the part of our Sanitarians has certainly been

amongst the most noteworthy features of the year. Officers of health
have been appointed in many towns which did not formerly possess
them, and those already enlisted have continued their labours most
zealously. Few probably, excepting editors, have any notion of the
amount of printed material, statistical and otherwise, which now ema-
nates from these sources; and, when we recollect that these reports,
valuable as they are in themselves, are yet but the barest chronicle of
daily work for the benefit chiefly of the homes of the poor, we may

form some idea of the amount of good which they effect. It is invi-
dious to particularise; but, passing by the metropolis, we may mention
the reports by Dr. Philipson of Newcastle, by Mr. Davies of Bristol,
and by Mr. Dyke of Merthyr Tydfil, as having especially interested us.
In connexion with this subject, we must especially mention the labours
of Dr. William Budd and others to devise means of destroying the
contagion of specific disease and thus prevent their spread.

In the domain of Therapeutics, we have certainly lost no ground to
the homcopathist. Various old and doubtful remedies .have fallen, it
is true, into merited disrepute. Our shelves have fewer bottles; but we
decant from them most liberally, and to many of them we trust with a
confidence which far excels that of our fathers in spirit of Mindererus
and Griffith's mixture. We are gradually substituting arms of precision
for the old blunderbuss. More iodide of potassium has probably been
swallowed during the last year than in any corresponding period; and,
amongst the results, we may boast the disappearance of radesyge in
Norway, of yaws in our West Indian colonies, and of most of the
severe forms of tertiary syphilis at home. Arsenic holds its ground-
probably gains more. Mercury may perhaps have a little diminished in
quantity, but has been directed with better aim. Belladonna and digitalis
as specifics, where needed, still enijoy the unbounded confidence of those
who know when to prescribe them. Of quinine, steel, and the rest of the
unharmful tonics, it is needless to speak. Amongst remedies which are
nearly novel, we might mention the use of Calabar bean for tetanus,
though it is perhaps too early to speak with confidence. We have left
the best till last. The bromide of potassium is, we are told, now
manufactured, in England alone, for medicinal use, at the rate of a ton
a week. Part of this is exported to America, wlhere the consumption
is even greater than with us; but the greater portion is for home use.
This marvellous salt appears to possess sterling virtues and no vices,
and to be adapted to the control of precisely those forms of nervous
disease which are common in high states of civilisation. Many of these
are of the most distressing character, and appear to be influenced for
good in the most undoubted manner by this remarkable drug. Many
facts respecting it still wait investigation; but as yet it is gaining repute
in all directions.
On the Continent, great attention has recently been paid to the cold-

water treatment (affusion and wet-packing)-a method originally prac-
tised in this country, but now neglected. By several high authori-
ties abroad, we are now told that it is decidedly the most effectual and
safest plan of treatment.
The advocacy of mountain climates for the treatment of phthisis, in

which Dr. Ilermann Weber in this country takes the chief share, is also,
in all probability, an important step.
Amongst the most tangible of our year's gains, we must certainly

count the foundation, by our modern Willan, of a Chair of Dermato-
logy at the College of Surgeons. Mr. Wilson's munificence in the
cause of science is certain to be productive of good fruit. We may
hope, in the future, that arrangements of a similar character will be
made for other professorships, and that the splendid facilities which the
College offers for surgical teaching will be better cultivated. Could we
not have a professor of ophthalrmic surgery ? Annual courses in this
and some kindred subjects, addressed, not to students, but to members
of the profession, would certainly be of great use.
As a slight set-off against the foundation of Mr. WVilson's chair, we

have to regret the demise of his journal. After a career of about three
years, the ?ozirnal of Cutianeouts Medicine has reached its last number.
We hope that another of similar character will soon be started, for a
good specialist journal in this department is certainly wanted. Mean-
while, Mr. Wilson deserves warm thanks for his attempt, and for his
temporary success.
There is nothing very remarkable to record as to the work done by

our Societies. The last session of theRoyal Medical and Chirurgical was,
we believe, considered more successful than usual; that of the Patholo-
gical, a good average. The Clinical has somewhat disappointed its
friends, in not gaining more of practical results; but the task it pro-
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posed is a very difficult one. The Obstetrical is said to have nearly
worked its mine out-a result which, considering the energy of the
diggers and the necessary limits of the ore, might have been antici-
pated.
The proposed society-amalgamation scheme has gone on prosper-

ously, but seems now to hang fire somewhat. It is one of those which
no one opposes, and which few care much about. In many minds
there is, we believe, a suspicion that the plan of separate shops for gro-
cers, drapers, and chemists, is quite as convenient as that of a general
store; and that individual activity maybe damped and hindered by over-
organisation.
Under the head of operative surgery, we have to note the steady

advance in foreign countries, and in our colonies, of ovariotomy,
and its increasing ratio of success. Excision of the knee-joint also
stands still more firmly in public approval; and the year has produced
two excellent monographs devoted to it-one by M. Peni6res of Paris;
the other by our countryman, Mr. W. P. Swain of Devonport. Amus-
sat's operation, amputation at the knee-joint, operations for ankylosis,
and operative schemes for reducing the supply of blood to inflamed
parts (Maunder), may also be mentioned as some which have received
special attention. Amongst the boldest achievements in operative sur-
gery during the year, we may mention the ligature of the abdominal
aorta by Mr. Stokes of Dublin, and the excision of the entire prostate,
with the neck of the bladder and the lower part of the rectum, by Pro-
fessor Nussbaum of Munich. From abroad we also hear, as a surgical
novelty, of the removal of a kidney on account of an urethral fistula.
The researches zealously carried out as to the inoculability and

traumatic production of tubercle have produced remarkable and unex-
pected results. Of their precise pathological signification it is perhaps
premature to speak. We are especially indebted to Dr. Burdon San-
derson in this matter.
The year has been characterised by great energy as to the improved

management of our hospitals. An increase of village hospitals and
of local ones in our towns, the result in part of a feeling in favour of
small or moderate-sized, instead of very large institutions, and in
part of the desire to bring medical aid close to the homes of those who
need it, is to be noted. The management of some of our largest ones
has been subjected to severe criticism; and, although it is probable that
rather too strong views have been expressed, much benefit is on the whole
likely to result. An increase in special departments at our hospitals
generally, and an increase in the number of those appointed to the care
of out-patients, in both of which directions further action is still greatly
needed, may be recorded.
The agitation against large hospitals, led by Sir James Simpson, and

based upon their supposed dangers in reference to contamination of air,
is likely to produce very good results, though perhaps not exactly those
aimed at. Partly by the use of special local dressings to wounds, and
partly by more sedulous attention to the isolation of contagious cases, it
seems probable that I869 will date a very considerable improvement in
the ratio of mortality after hospital operations. In connexion with this
topic we may remark that, whatever may be the future fate of " Lister's
method", there is no doubt that to the enthusiasm and ability of the
new Edinburgh Professor of Surgery a large share of the credit will
be due.
The endeavour to increase the safety of surgical operations by the

adoption of new methods of securing arteries, has been actively prose-
cuted for several years past. We have little that is definite to notice as

the experience of I869, excepting that acupressure has not gained ad-
herents, and that, with some who favoured it, the use of torsion is
now in greater favour. That both acupressure and torsion are very
efficient when well done, no one can doubt; but there are still many
who are sceptical as to whether either of them possesses any real advan-
tages over the much traduced method by ligature.

In the labours of the year that is ending, our own Association has,
we think, had its full share. Its JOURNAL has been well filled with
material obtained from a very wide field, and its annual meeting at

Leeds exceeded in boncl fide professional interest any preceding one.
It has at the present moment a much longer list of members than it ever
previously had; and all that has transpired in its last year's life has
been of a character to make us hopeful that its sphere of usefulness may
in the future be yet further extended.

Recruits to the ranks of the profession have been, we believe, as
numerous as usual.
Amongst those whose loss we have to mourn occur the names of Mr.

Griffin, the apostle of Poor-law reform, Dr. Begbie, of wide clinical
repute, Mr. Ewen, Mr. Lipscomb, Dr. Archer, Dr. Edwards, Dr.
Roget, Dr. Bryson, Mr. Bruce, Mr. James of Exeter, Dr. Collis
of Dublin, Mr. Joseph Hodgson, Mr. Wardrop, and Mr. Orton.
Several of those, whom their names recal to us, may be said to be
destined " to sleep without their fame", having sunk in the prime of
life, or even during the first years of promise. All those who knew the
talents and industry of Bruce, foretold for him a brilliant career. Of
Dr. Edwards, it may be said that his life had been an uninterrupted
success. Dr. Archer's life had somewhat disappointed his early friends;
but there are hundreds of St. Bartholomew's students who will recollect
"little Archer", the house-surgeon, first of Mr. Stanley and then of
Mr. Lawrence, a man of unwearied activity, and of unvarying kindness
to all, and possessing a repute for surgical attainments far beyond that
of any of his compeers. Mr. Ewen and Mr. Lipscomb with, we
doubt not, several others in our list, were models of country prac-
titioners: men who loved their calling and were honoured in it by all
who knew them. Of Mr. James, Mr. Hodgson, and Mr. Wardrop, it is
needless to speak; they have left us their works. We cannot recall the
death of Dr. Collis of Dublin, one of the most brilliant surgeons of a
city long famed for its surgery, a death which occurred in the prime
of life and energy, and in direct connexion with the performance of
professional duty, without a sentiment of even more than the usual sadness
which attaches to such losses.

THE WELSH FASTING GIRL.
THE melancholy end of the investigation into the Welsh "marvel"
has naturally excited considerable criticism. Although we cannot think
that those most immediately concerned acted prudently, yet there is
very much to be said in extenuation of their mistake. In the first
place, the error is one in which the community at large and the public
press in particular must take some share. What was done was done
very openly, with the best intentions, and, we doubt not, with the ap-
proval of thousands who had no part in it. The imposture was gain-
ing disciples; it was becoming a public scandal; and it was high time
that it was set at rest. So felt the great bulk of the community; and,
when means were devised for bringing the matter to a conclusive
test, a general feeling of satisfaction was experienced. No one thought
seriously of the possibly fatal result to the precocious deceiver.
Some of our daily contemporaries of the public press, who now loudly
denounce it as " a cruel scientific experiment", were, up to the day of
the unexpected event, eager to secure the latest news respecting it, and
uttered no single word of caution or disapproval.

In asserting that the public approved the test determined on by the
local Committee, we by no means imply that the responsibility of
those who undertook to conduct it did not far exceed that of the
lookers-on. All we ask is fair play, and a candid appreciation of
the circumstances. It is verv easy to be wise after the event. To
assert, as some of the newspapers have done, that a life has been sacri-
ficed to science, and to charge the death of the miserable child to
the medical profession, is most absurd. We do not believe that five
medical men could have been found in the kingdom who felt the
slightest tendency to belief in the " marvel", or who, as far as their
own minds were concerned, cared an iota about its elucidation. Some
of them were, however, laudably willing to aid in disabusing the public
mind; and, as trained investigators, a large share in the task not un-
naturally fell into their hands. To them it was no " scientific experi-
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ment", but simply an attempt to unmask deception. The question to be
determined is, Was this praiseworthy attempt conducted in a sufficiently
cautious manner? Amongst those who shared in it were some who be-
lieved the girl's story, and others who half believed it, and from
neither of these parties could caution be expected; and, beyond this,
they were also entitled to plead partial exemption from responsibility
on the ground of ignorance. It is impossible not to admit that it was
from the medical members of the Committee, who were presumably
both incredulous and well informed, that caution was especially to be
looked for. Their exculpation consists in the fact, that they probably
never for a moment doubted that either the child and her accomplices
would manage to outwit the watchers, or the deception would be
confessed and abandoned. These were the two alternatives. All candid
minds will admit that it was the last thing to be expected that the
child would allow herself to be starved to death, and that her parents
would look calmly on. As a matter of fact, we believe that no sug-
gestion of such a probability found its way into print from any quarter
whatsoever. It is only fair also to remember that a previous watching
had been practised without ill results, and had extended over a longer
period than the fatal one.

After all has been said that can be said, it is, however, impossible
not to admit that medical men, who had every reason to believe
that a human being under their care was absolutely deprived of
food and drink, ought to have shown faith enough in science to take
alarm when the seventh day of the fast was reached. From the nurses'
account, it would appear to have been sufficiently apparent that the
fast was telling on the child's strength two or three days before her
death. In a legal point of view, it was certainly unwise in the Commit-
tee to require from the father a formal document consigning his child for
one fortnight to its care when it was intended during the whole of that
time to offer her no food. A precaution not less wise than humane
would have been to have daily brought suitable food to the child, in the
presence of witnesses. As we have already remarked, however, it is easy
enough now to say what ought to have been done. Part of the blunder
may not, improbably, be attributed to a mistake as to extent of com-
plicity on the part of the girl's parents. Could the truth be known, pro-
bably the child herself was the main deceiver, and had succeeded in
duping her parents, and even, to some extent, in duping herself. In minds
with a natural tendency to believe in marvels, if a little foundation be
given, there is seldom any unwillingness to build upon it, and moral per-
ceptions are sometimes twisted in the strangest way. Our conjecture
would be that the girl lbad, in the first instanlce, accidentally discovered
that she could, without distress, fast for unusual periods; that she had
cultivated this faculty, and at length, finding that it excited her parents'
wonder, and probably procured her indulgences, that she had ultimately
resorted to deception in support of her character. Her parents, not im-
probably, knew that she did occasionally eat on the sly, but felt, notwith-
standing, no doubt, that there was something very marvellous in the
reality of her fasting powers. Those powers were probably extraor-
dinarily great, and neither she nor her parents knew precisely how far
they might be trusted. The feeling of moral delinquency involved in
attempting to heighten the miracle was probably not very strong in
either her or in them ; and it would naturally fade more and more when
the ingenuity of strangers was set to work to discover the truth. Hence
we may no doubt acquit both the child and her parents of any deliberate
resolution to allow the watching to cause death rather than admit the
truth. They did not know what were the limits of Nature's endarance,
and they looked forward wistfully to the reward which would follow
the accomplished fortnight, and the return to London of the baffled
nurses. They overshot the mark, and the main culprit-the poor child
herself-has paid the penalty. It is even very possible that there was
no collusion whatever on the part of the parents. It may have been one
of the cases of secret night-feeding, of which, in lesser degrees, many
medical men have had some experience. The behaviour of the parents
in almost all particulars supports the belief that they were not in the
secret, and did not apprehend fatal consequences from the watching.

The impressions formed by several medical men who visited her-and
notably, we believe, by Dr. Fowler-were that the girl could get up
and walk if she liked. Her parents' habits were probably very regular;
and although they slept in the same room, there is nothing very im-
probable in the supposition that she had discovered that, during their
sleep, it was quite practicable for her to steal out of bed and procure,
without detection, the small quantities of food which probably sufficed
her. That she had actually accustomed herself to fast absolutely for
periods of a few days at a time is very possible. It is to be noted that
she slept on the ground-floor of a small farm-house, and that her parents'
occupation would probably often take them out of it, and that, too, at
stated hours, upon the recurrence of which the child could rely.

In conclusion, we cannot but advert to the calmness which seems
evinced by almost all the local actors in this sad affair. Whether it
results from that sense of intense relief which must naturally be felt at
being rid of a long-standing mystery, we do not know; but really the
cost of the solution seems not to have caused the degree of remorse which
might have been expected. We have read few documents of a more
thoroughly self-possessed character than the report of the meeting at
which the nurse's final statement was received. After reading her daily
notes of the case, the nurse records that, at the closing scene, believ-
ing the child to be dying, she allowed the parents to come close to the
bed, but still faithful to her duty, watched carefully that they did not
feed her. We do not blame the nurse, but it is not a pleasant thing to
read. The concluding resolutions make no mention whatever of re-
gret at the unexpected catastrophe. They record unanimous thanks
to the nurses; nor had the meeting even good manners enough to
forget the customary formal vote to its chairman.

It is to be remembered that this meeting was not composed of" cold-
blooded doctors", but of the lay public, with the vicar of the parish in
the chair. Its conduct is certainly conclusive proof of our argument
that the public shared most thoroughly with the medical men in the
wish that the watching should be carried out efficiently, and in the re-
sponsibility for its results. Of dismay at what had happened, we see
no trace, the minds of all having evidently been too much preoccupied
with the strange mystery which had just received its solution, to think
of collateral issues.
We publish in another place full details of the case and of the pro-

ceedings in respect to it. On behalf of those in London who were
concerned, we must remark that their suggestions provided very de-
finitely for the occurrence of exhaustion. It will be for the local
Committee to show that due vigilance was exercised. The truth pro-
bably is, that responsibility was far too much divided.

DR. LEO Ross gave a reading in the Store Street Concert Hall on
Monday evening, in aid of the funds of University College Hospital.
IT has been decided by the Metropolitan Asylums Board to erect a

fever-hospital at Hampstead, overlooking the Gospel Oak Fields-to
cost /5,542, and to be ready by the 20th proximo.

THE ALLIED UNIVERSITIES CLUB.
AN " Allied Universities Club" has been established in commodious

rooms at I3, Grafton Street, Piccadilly, for noblemen and gentlemen
who are, or have been, members of an University, or are members of
a recognised learned society. The club is a proprietary one, and gives
every promise of turning out a success. Its objects-to bring together
members of all British Universities-are such as at once commend them-
selves, and will ensure a large number of members from the Universi-
ties. Advantages are offered to those joining immediately.

ACTION AGAINST A PHYSICIAN.
THE plaintiffwas a solicitor who had long suffered from paraplegia,
and had consulted rrany doctors without avail. The defendant (Dr.
Fookes) was an M.D. of Giessen, an L. S. A., and a registered medical
practitioner, "who had long made paralysis his special study, and

Dec. 25, I869.1 68r
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had met with great success." It appeared that the plaintiff consulted
the defendant in the summer of i868, and the latter arranged to visit
him as often as necessary for two guineas a week. This was altered
after a time to three guineas. In the winter the plaintiff moved to
Hastings, and the defendant then received ten guineas a week. In all
the defendant attended about twelve months, and received about £300.
He then applied for increased remuneration, which the plaintiff de-
clined to give, as he was no better. During these twelve months, how-
ever, various sums were lent by the plaintiff to the defendant, and also
money was paid to help in bringing out a "new cholera medicine"
called " camphoridine." They entered into a kind of partnership. The
action was brought to recover these various sums. In defence, it was
urged that an extra visit had been made to Hastings, and that the
plaintiff's daughter had been attended during a serious illness. The
verdict was for the plaintiff to the value of a promissory note which
the defendant had signed. A deduction of five guineas was made from
this for the extra visit to Hastings.

INSPECTOR OF VACCINATION.
THE vacant Inspectorship of Public Vaccination under the Privy
Council has been conferred upon Dr. G. Goddard Rogers. The va-
cancy was caused by the resignation of Dr. Wiltshire, who gave up
his practice two or three years ago to become an Inspector of Public
Vaccination.

MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND.
THE following annuitants were elected on the 7th instant from a list of
twenty-one candidates, whose ages varied from 6i to 84. I. M. R.C. S.
and L. S. A, aged 66, married, afflicted with heart and lung-disease;
presented to one of the houses at Chippenham given by Mr. Bailey;
recommended by Dr. G. C. Jonson, G. Curme, Esq., Dr. S. Dyer,
Miss Carnegie, and Miss Druitt; annuity, £Io. 2. Widow, aged 78,
of a surgeon in practice before I815 ; only income, £io; has been re-
lieved several times from the Fund, and has been on list of candidates
more than five years; recommended by H. Sterry, Esq.; annuity, £20.
3. M.R.C.S., aged 84, married; practised for many years in Kent;
has had an annuity from sale of practice, which has ceased this year,
leaving him without means; recommended by Dr. Samuel Hill; an-
nuity, £20. 4. Widow, aged 67, of a L.S.A., who practised in So-
merset; no income; livinig with married daughter, who is unable to
do more than give her a home, without further assistance; recom-
mended by Charles Smerdon, Esq., and William Cross, Esq.; annuity,
£20. 5. Widow, aged 79; husband in practice before I8I5 in Lon-
-don; dependent on occasional help from friends; suiffers much with
rheumatism and tumour; relieved from Fund several times ; recom-
mended by Dr. Felce, Honorary Secretary, Dr. Collinson, and E. P.
Young, Esq.; annuity, £20. 6. M.R.C. S. and L.S. A., aged 65, Lon-
don; two daughters, aged I8 and 15; only income from practice, aver-
aging about ten shillings per week; almost blind, and very lame;
assisted once from fund; recommended by Dr. John Dixon; annuity,
£20. The Fund has now thirty-five annuitants, thirteen having been
elected during the present year.

THE NEWCASTLE ANTIVACCINATION LEAGUE.
A PUBLIC meeting has been held in Newcastle with the view of passing
a resolution to the effect that vaccination, instead of preventing small-
pox, had introduced other diseases into the system, and that compul-
sory vaccination was tyrannical. Several speakers asserted the ill-
effects of vaccination, but only one advanced any argument on that
side. He stated that " in the ten districts in France in which vac-
cination was most performed, the number of cases of small-pox was
greater than in the others in which it was not so strictly enforced. He
thought that, because the general death-rate had increased during
the time vaccination has been practised, necessarily the increase was
due to vaccination. The best way of resisting epidemics was not by
the present system, but by 'keeping up the standard of health to its
proper pitch. "' Dr. Bell appealed to those present who had had small-

pox to hold up their hands. Only about twenty did so. He reminded
them how much larger a proportion would have suffered from small-pox
seventy years ago. He appealed to -the statistics in Ireland. From
I831 to 1841, 5,800 died from small-pox; from I841 to i85I, 3,827;
from I851 to 186I, 1,275; in i867, there were 20; in i868, only i9.
Mr. Newton referred to the freedom of soldiers; and to the fact that in
Leeds, where vaccination was very imperfectly performed, there were
as many deatlhs from small-pox as in the whole of Ireland.

CATARACT FROM SPINAL CONCUSSION.
THE following are the brief particulars of the case to which we re-
ferred last week--A widow brought an action against the Metropolitan
Railway Company for damages received in a collision on July 29th.
Mr. Britton, Mr. Haynes Walton, Mr. Erichsen, and Mr. Hancock,
gave evidence to the effect that the plaintiff had received a " concus-
sion of the spine and brain, and that there was incipient cataract in
both eyes." She had suffered nearly a year, and probablywould suffer
from one to two years longer. Mr. Walton said his fee for operating
on both eyes would be one hundred guineas. The verdict was for the
plaintiff; damages, 'I,250.

CASE OF SOMNAMBULISM.
AT twelve o'clock on Thursday night (the i6th instant), while pouring
with rain, an almost nude figure was observed crossing the road in
Newington Butts. A police-constable watched the figure make its way
to the police-station yard and try to open one of the doors, but without
success, as it was locked. He went to speak to it, and found a young
lady enveloped in a counterpane. He led her into the office and tried
to " bring her to her senses." She was about to write her name
and address down, when she relapsed. After awhile, however, she
finally recovered, and he conducted her home. It would seem that she
got up in the middle of the night, wrapped the counterpane round her,
unlocked the street-door, and wandered about in the street.

INOCULATION IN PLEUROPNEUMONIA.
AT a meeting of the Cheshire Chamber of Agriculture, last week, the
report of a deputation appointed to investigate the value of inoculation
in pleuropneumonia was read. Several members thouglht that, whilst
inoculation was a valuable remedy when resorted to immediately on the
outbreak of the disease, it was not a sure preventive. Further inves-
tigations, at the expense of the Chamber, are to be carried out.

PLEA OF INSANITY.
JOHN MYNOTT, indicted for shooting at his wife with intent to mur-
der, has been acquitted on the ground of insanity. The shots had taken
effect in her face, destroying her sight, but had not led to her death.
Presumptive evidence of insanity appeared in a letter written in a ram-
bling, incoherent strain, evincing rather disturbance of brain than re-
vengeful temper. The medical man who had attended him and his
wife, described him as a man suffering from mental anxiety, and symp-
toms which had led the witness to think he ought to be placed under
restraint. The prisoner's father was said to have been insane, and had
attempted suicide. The prisoner had frequently suffered from delu-
sions, imagining that he was followed about by mysterious beings. A
passage was quoted from Casper, by the barrister for the defence, to
the effect that a fixed idea long brooded over, and leading a man to
illegal acts, may be sufficient proof of loss of mental control. The
fixed idea in this case was, that his wife was unfaithful, and that he was
suffering from certain bodily ailments, for which there was no foundation.

DEATH FROM HRMATHORAX.
A MAN named Shield has been tried at Durham for the murder of Ralph
Reed, who died almost immediately after a stab in the neck. Mr. H.
Watson, at a post mortem examination, found that the knife (a pen-
knife) had penetrated the neck above the inner extremity of the clavicle
on the right side, to the depth of two inches, wounding the internal
jugular vein. He found five pints of blood in the chest on the same
side.
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ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL: CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINMENT.
A CHRISTMAS entertainment, consisting of music and reading, for the
amusement of the patients, was given in the Board-room of the Hos-
pital on Wednesday evening, and passed off with great success.

THE ACCIDENT AT PIETER MARITZBURG TO THE 20TH REGIMENT.
A SERIOUS accident occurred in the middle of last month to the 20th
Regiment at Port Napier, which has led, and, we think, most pro.
perly to the severe criticisms of the Natal press. The soldiers were
called out for drill in the afternoon, and were compelled to remain ex-
posed to a very heavy thunder-storm which broke over the city. The fort
is built on a hill abounding with iron-stone, and the parade-ground is
in a.very exposed position. We should not have been so ready to take
notice of this accident, had we not heard, on good authority, that con-
siderable dissatisfaction is felt at the conduct of the commanding officer,
who, it is stated, frequently and most unnecessarily exposes the men on
parade and on the butts during the hot part of the day, and by night-
expeditions in inclement weather. We think that, whatever be the
circumstances of the present case, the matter requires full investigation.

GUY'S HOSPITAL: THE GUY'S MINSTREL CONCERT.

THE annual entertainment given by the students of this Hospital came
off with great success on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings
last week. The first night's entertainment was given for the gratification
of the nurses and the patients who were able to attend, and the others
were set apart for the medical officers and their families, as well as for
the students and their friends. A sum considerably exceeding /50 was
collected by the sale of tickets, which contribution will be handed over
to the Samaritan Fund of the Hospital, for the relief of patients on their
discharge. The performance, which was after the style of the Christy
Minstrels' entertainment, was excellent; and the exertions of the various
members of the corps of minstrels was thoroughly appreciated and re-
ciprocated by the applause of the audience. Where all performed their
parts so well, it would be invidious to draw any comparison of the
merits of the respective performers; but it is due to Mr. F. G. Pass-
more, the general manager, to notice that the success of the entertain-
ment was mainly due to the excellence of his arrangements. The comic
business mainly depended on Mr. Passmore and Mr. Dunnage; and
their combined eccentricities afforded a fund of the rarest amusement.

TYPHOID FEVER IN COVENTRY.
IT is stated in the Herald and Free Press newspaper, circulating in
Coventry, that typhoid fever is prevalent at a place called Red Lane
and its neighbourhood, in Coventry; and the following is a short ac-
count of the outbreak and its causes, and the measures taken to prevent
its spread. The account is given by a clergyman in the district, and
his statement is substantially confirmed by reports of proceedings at
meetings of the Town Council and the guardians. Our contemporary's
correspondent says that the fever has been of such extent that it has
been found necessary to procure a nurse from the Nurses' Institution at
Manchester; that, during the ten weeks preceding the 30th of No-
vember last, she had attended seventy cases, and that at the above date
she had fifty or more cases under her care. As to the causes of the out-
break, it is but a repetition of what has been told in hundreds of other
cases: bad drainage, existence of nuisances, and contaminated
water. Many of the drains are stated to leak into the wells, partly
owing to the wells being too near the drains, and partly owing to
the dilapidated state of the drains and the wells themselves. Refer-
ence is also made to nuisance arising from an open stagnant drain in
close contiguity to the infected locality. As to the steps which have
been taken to stay the epidemic, they seem to be mainly, if not quite,
due to private exertions. A fund was raised for paying the nurse and
procuring necessaries and comforts for the sick. But, while we read of
this being done by private aid, there do not appear to be any steps
taken by the local authorities under the several Acts which have been
passed with the view of arresting the spread of epidemic disease. They
seem to have contented themselves with squabbling as to who should

act; while the poor persons, whose- bodily keeping has been to some
extent committed to their charge, would have been allowed, but for the
timely aid of private benevolence, to fall victims to a most insidious
disease. We are again driven to ask, Of what use is it give compulsory
power to Government, if a case of this kind-fever prevalent for weeks,
and no interference by Government to compel the local authority to do
its duty and to protect the health of the inhabitants of this truly unfor-
tunate district-is allowed to go so long a time unnoticed and unknown?

CHRISTMAS IN THE HOSPITALS.
THROUGHOUT London, the hospital wards are decked with evergreens,
illustrated texts, and all sorts of indescribable artificial flowers, with here
and there a Christmas-tree; and now the patients are busied in giving
a finishing touch to their labours. And really some of the hospitals are
most tastefully decorated, and would well repay a visit. The prepara-
tions for Christmas have been on a more extensive and liberal scale
than we remember to have seen before. For the past two years we have
strongly insisted on not only the propriety and kindliness, but the policy,
of offering some inducement to remain in hospital to patients who
would otherwise, however unfit, leave in order to join the festivities of
the season out of doors. We are, therefore, glad to see that the hos-
pitals are, one by one, coming to consider the Christmas entertainment
a regular institution, and are striving to make Christmas in hospital as
pleasant as they can. A Christy Minstrel entertainment has been
already given at the London Hospital, and several will follow. At
Guy's Hospital, the students have given their annual concert, with the
usual success; the St. Mary's students have followed suit this year for
the first time; and at the Middlesex Hospital a simnilar entertainment
will be given by the students in a few days. A Christmas-tree will form
a leading feature at King's College, University College, Charing Cross,
the East London Children's, and other hospitals; and, of course, roast
beef and plum-pudding Will be everywhere rampant. Why should
there not be a Christmas entertainment fund at every hospital? It
would, we are sure, be liberally supported.

PETROLEUM OIL.
THE Mineral Oil Association have sent us the report of their analytical
chemist (Dr. B. H. Paul) on seventy-five samples of mineral oil, pur-
chased at various retail shops in the metropolis, with a view of ascer-
taining what proportion was safe for use. Out of the seventy-five, one-half
were found to explode at a temperature below IOO deg. Fah., and there-
fore to come within the meaning of the term petroleum, and gave off an
inflammable vapour below the lowest temperature allowed bylaw. There-
fore one-half of the oil ordinarily sold under the names " crystal oil'",
" rock oil", etc., is quite unsafe. The Committee of the above Asso-
ciation consider this a matter urgently demanding attention.

A TEMPORARY TRACHEOTOMY.
IN number 47 of the Zrtzliche 1ntelblg-enz-bla/t for the present year, Pro-
fessor Nussbaum of Munich remarks, that there are three sources of
danger in operations involving the cavity of the mouth, such as the ex-
tirpation of the superior maxilla, or of tumours springing from the base
of the cranium; namely, I. Suffocation from blood flowing into the
larynx; 2. Pneumonia from small coagula of blood in the lungs; or
3. Injury to the throat, and subsequent deep-seated abscesses in the
cervical fascia, from the assiduous mopping-up of the blood during
the operation. To obviate these dangers, he proposes a preliminary
tracheotomy, and narrates a case in which he removed a large tumour
(sarcoma) of the upper jaw, which had pushed the eye upwards, and
extended deeply backwards and downwards into the throat. The pa-
tient was a country girl, aged 20, much weakened by repeated hremor-
rhages. He first opened the trachea, and introduced a silver cannula,
continued the inhalation of chloroform through this, closed the glottis
and pharynx with four thicknesses of oiled linen, proceeded to remove
the whole upper jaw and tumour, and then applied the actual cautery.
Having washed out the mouth and plugged the cavity left by the
operation, he took away the oiled lint and the trachea-tube, and closed
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both wounds. The patient breathed freely through the normal channel,
and the whole operation seems to have been a complete success. Not
a drop of blood entered the throat; and the operator was free from
all fear of his patient's dying of suffocation.

HOSPITAL FOR FOREIGN SEAMEN.
A HOSPITAL for foreign seamen has been established in Sunderland by
Dr. Abrath, a German physician practising in that town. It will be
supported partly by private subscriptions, and partly by a voluntary im-
post on foreign shipping entering the port. More than a hundred foreign
captains have appealed on behalf of the hospital to shipowners abroad.
The hospital is under the superintendence of Dr. Abrath, who has the
great advantage of being acquainted with the French, German, Russian,
Swedish, Italian, and Finn languages, and of being thus able to hold
converse with the patients who cannot speak English.

TREATMENT OF SNAKE-BITES.
SOME time ago, says the Australasian, Sir Redmond Barry forwarded
to the Indian Government a copy of Dr. Halford's paper on the treat-
ment of snake-bite. An official communication from India has been
lately received by Sir Redmond, informing him that the Indian Govern-
ment has had the paper reprinted and circulated in the various depart-
ments, with the view of obtaining reliable facts as to the efficacy of
injection of ammonia as recommended by Dr. Halford. The attention
of medical men who may try the remedy in India, is specially directed
to the following points: I. The kind of snake by which the bite was

inflicted; 2. The circumstances under which the patient was bitten;
3. The lapse of time between the bite and the application of the remedy;
4. If any other, what, remedies were applied; 5. The result. The cir-
cular is issued by order of the Inspector-General, Bombay Department.

POISONING BY BELLADONNA.
AN under nurse at the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond
Street, has been poisoned by drinking a quantity of liniment in mistake
for brandy. Not feeling very well in the course of Saturday night, she
went to the head nurse, who advised her to have some brandy. Instead
of taking up the brandy-bottle, she took one containing liniment, which
the head nurse had used for rheumatism in the shoulder. The nurse
exclaimed at once, " I have drank poison", and spat some of it into the
firegrate. She then had some real brauidy, and went about her work.
About twenty minutes later, however, she began to feel giddy, and
behaved in a way to make the head nurse think she had had too much
brandy. The deceased thought of going to the surgeon, but was told
not to do so. In going dowvn stairs, however, she fell. The house-
surgeon (Mr. Clement Dukes) was then fetched. An emetic was ad-
ministered and the stomach-pump used, but without avail. The woman
died about five hours after drinking the poison. She is said to have
taken half an ounce of belladonna-liniment. She was 48 years of age.

A DRUGGIST PUNISHED FOR SUBSTITUTION.
A PARIS pharmacien was lately called on to supply a bottle of "Seguin's
cinchona wine" which had been ordered for a patient by his physician.
He, instead, gave a bottle of the cinchona wine of the French Codex,
labelled as Seguin's. For this substitution, he has been condemned by
the correctional tribunal of the Seine to a fine of I1ofraues with costs,
or imprisonment for forty days, and to have the judgment placarded on
his own door and those of the nine otherjAharmnaciens resident in his
arrondisserentt.

SCOTLAND.
DR. DUGUID of Kirkwall, who has practised for fifty years in that

neighbourhood, has been presented with a claret-jug and a purse of
one hundred and eighty sovereigns.
ASSOCIATION FOR THE BETTER ENDOWMENT OF THE EDINBURGH

UNIVERSITY.
THE annual general meeting of the Association was held on the i8th

instant in the library of the Royal College of Physicians. It was
stated by the Lord Justice Clerk, who presided, that, since the Associa-
tion was first instituted, six or seven years ago, as much as £52,000
had, mainly through its influence, been accumulated for the purpose of
endowing Fellowships in the University. Nearly £30,000 had also
been obtained for bursaries in the University. These large sums have,
however, mostly gone to classics, mathematics, philosophy, and di-
vinity, whereas the branches with which we are more especially inter-
ested have not fared so well in securing Fellowships. In natural
science, there are the Baxter, tenable for two years, and of the annual
value of £6o, and the Falconer Fellowship, tenable for two or three
years, and of the annual value of£ioo. In medicine, there is only
one prize, the Ettles, held for one year, and of the value of £4o. Miss
Garrett's Scholarship will, we should think, for some years be practi-
cally an Edinburgh University Scholarship; and the Syme F'ellowship,
which, under the auspices of Dr. Murchison, who was also Honorary
Secretary of the Falconer Testimonial Fund, gives every promise of
success, will be a most valuable addition. The efforts of the Associa-
tion have been crowned with success, and its influence cannot fail, sooner
or later, to secure for the Medical Faculty a larger share of Fellowships
than has hitherto fallen to its lot.

IRE LAND.
AMALGAMATION OF LICENSING BODIES.

THE conferences between the various licensing bodies in Ireland with
regard to the formation of a conjoint board of examiners have, as yet,
led to no results.

THE CASE OF MUTILATION IN THE KING'S COUNTY.
A PLASTIC operation is contemplated in the case of the gentleman
whose nose and upper lip were wounded by some miscreants on the
15th inst. A portion of the right alar cartilage only remains.

MEDICAL REFORM.
WE understand that the Medical Bill of SirJ. Gray and Mr. Graves has
been printed. It provides for a State Examination in Clinical Medi-
cine and Surgery, to which all who have obtained qualifications from
licensing bodies must submit before being placed on the Register. The
examiners will meet in the three capitals, and will be partly elected by
the State and partly by the licensing bodies. The Poor-law and other
public offices are to be gained by competitive examination.

FELLOWSHIP OF THE 1RISH COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
UNDER the Charter, the Fellowship can be only granted after examina-
tion, but the Council can modify this test in any way. We understand
that, at a recent meeting of that body, a proposal to limit the examina-
tion in the case of licentiates of ten years' standing to operative surgery,
and the subjects of six reported cases sent in by the candidate, was re-
jected by a large majority.

ST. VINCENT'S HOSPITAL, DUBLIN.
ON Friday last, Dr. Mapother removed the eyeball of an elderly woman
for encephaloid disease. The mode adopted was that often named
"Bonnet's operation", but the steps were previously described by
O'Ferrall. The strabismus-hook was found very convenient for fixing
each of the muscles. He afterwards tapped a single hydrocele, which
was remarkable for the large amount of fluid ; namely, forty-five ounces.
The penis was completely buried under the distended skin, and in mic-
turition the urine flowed over the scrotum. The patient was a mar-
ried man, aged 38.

THE SURGEON IN ORDINARY TO THE QUEEN.
HIS friends, and few have more, have warmly congratulated Mr. Porter
on his recent very great distinction. Many of the public papers have
testified to the justice of the selection; and one of them (the Saunders)
describes him as a " bold operator, an able writer, a successful prac-
titioner." It cannot be regarded as a Government appointment, for no
one was more energetic in opposition to the Liberal candidate at the
last election for Dublin, although he was a member of his own profes-
sion. It is rather a mark of royal than ministerial favour.
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TIlE WELSH FASTING GIRL.

[THE following particuilars respecting this remarkable case have been
compiled for us by a gentleman personally familiar with the facts. As
the case presents many points of great interest, some of which will call
for future comment, we have thought it well to give it in detail. It is
needless to say that we do not necessarily adopt all our correspondent's
opinions in the matter. Those who wish to see an excellent statement
of the early history of the girl's case, will find it in a paper by Dr.
Lewis of Carmarthen, in this JOURNAL for April 24th of the present
year. Dr. Lewis's report was, we believe, the first medical reference
to it.]
Evan Jacob, the father of the girl, is a tenant farmer, living at a small

farm situate in the parish of Llanfihangel-ar-arth, Carmarthenshire, about
a mile and a half from the Pencader Station on the Cardigan Railway.
Considering the station of life in which the girl's parents live, they are
said to have no particular pecuniary need, and to have the local repute of
sound respectability. At all events, it is upon record that this supposed
long fasting of their daughter had been going on for about sixteen
months before it was published to the world. It is alleged that, during
the whole of this time, no strangers visited the farm, and no money
flowed into the pockets of the parents of the girl. It is a pity that this
indifference to money did not continue to the end, but that the parents
subsequently made their daughter a public show, receiving both money
and presents from the hundreds of visitors to the farm.
The girl herself was about I i years old when the first symptoms of

the abnormality presented themselves. She is said to have never had
any previous serious illness. Twenty-six months ago she was cause-
lessly seized with vomiting of blood, which necessitated her taking to
her bed, in which, saving when lifted out, she is said to have ever since
been. At the very onset of her attack, the incapability of swallowing
presented itself; and the sight of, or even attempt to take food, is said
to have thenceforth brought on "very strong fits." The very suddenness
of the haematemesis and the aphagia is sufficiently characteristic of their
nature.

In appearance, the girl was decidedly pretty, having a plump, ruddy
face, bright eyes, and rosy lips. The catamenia had never shown them-
selves. There appears to have been no hereditary tendency to any form
of insanity, epilepsy, or pulmonary disease in the Jacob family. Sarah
had passed through dentition without any convulsive attack. The fits
which she had lately had were evidently, from description, hysterical epi-
lepsy. The occasional occurrence of globus hystericus has been ascer-
tained.
There is no evidence whatever of any aberration of the special senses,

with the exception of an alleged universal tactile hyperesthesia. As
regards the purely cerebral faculties, the statements of the parents point
to augmented emotional and religious tendencies. Before her illness,
she was very much devoted to religious reading; after her illness com-
menced, this devotion considerably increased. She was a member of the
Church of England, and had been confirmed. From special inquiries
respecting the child's moral qualities, we unhesitatingly chronicle that
she invariably bore the character of a very good girl, never particularly
seeking the society or play of the rougher sex.
The vicar of the parish in which the Jacobs reside was the first to

communicate to the world this marvel of the nineteenth century. The
allegation of the Rev. Evan Jones, B. D., that Sarah Jacob had, for six-
teen or seventeen months, lived a life analogous to that of hybernating
animals, was, of course, too absurd to be received. Despite the reverend
gentleman's asseveration " that there was strong evidence in favour of the
truthfulness of the parents' statement", the medical world could not be
then induced to send down a commission two hundred miles for
the investigation of the mystery. A local committee was therefore
instituted to watch over this fasting girl. No public confidence was,
however, placed in the watchers, and no satisfactory result ensued
therefrom. Considering that these watchers were actually debarred
from touching the child's bed, it is obvious that the whole process
was reduced to an absurdity, the very first element of success being
denied it. We must not, notwithstanding, be too hard upon these
Welsh watchers. Upwards of fifty-four years ago, at Tutbury, near
Roleston, in Staffordshire, certain respectable inhabitants of the place
volunteered to discover whether or not Ann Moore, a woman about
middle age, subsisted, as was declared, without the ordinary nutriment
of her kind. This watch was continued for about three weeks,
when it was publicly proclaimed that the Tutbury woman "lived
entirely without food." In this case, also, the Bible was always open
before the patient upon the bed. Her emaciation was said to be so

extreme that the spinal column could be easily felt through the ab-
dominal walls. Her distaste to aliment, it was alleged, resulted from
a nausea and disrelish produced by her washing the linen of a person
afflicted with ulcers. In consequence of the 6clat derived from the
unsuccess of the watchers, numerous visitors, some from long dis-
tances, visited Ann Moore during the next two years, leaving of course
their donations in the house.

Reverting to the history of our present subject, it appears also tolerably
certain that, owing to the failure of the "four (some say seven) watchmen,
who were constantly with her fourteen days and nights", Sarah Jacob
thenceforth became not only an object of curiosity and sympathy, but
of material profit to the tenant of Llethernoyadd-ucha. As far back
as last May, we have it recorded in a contemporary that £50 had
already been drawn from the pockets of the visitors. All days and all
things had, however, not gone uninterruptedly smooth at this out-of-
the-way farmhouse. On the iith of last March, a sceptical doctor-
Dr. Pearson Hughes, of Llandovery-was charged at the Llandyssil
Petty Sessions with an assault on the fasting girl. The mother swore
" that the defendant and two others came to her house and went into-
the parlour where the girl slept. Dr. Hughes stripped the girl, and
held a stethoscope to her breast and ' stopped her breath.' Defendant
then asked when the girl was on her legs last, and also if she had any
bed-sores. Witness replied that she had not seen the child's back for
two years, upon which the defendant pushed his hand behind the girl's
shoulders and passed it down her back, causing her to groan and rise
up in her bed." It appeared the mother had accepted money from Dr.
Hughes, thus necessarily implying her consent to, and condonation of,
the examination. " The Bench dismissed the charge, the Chairman re-
marking that his own opinion on the subject of the alleged fasting was
very decided, and he would express it if the parents wished him to do
so." The parents, however, do not appear to have so desired. After
this verdict, very little was for four months thought or said of the fast-
ing girl of Wales beyond the immediate locality.

Public recognition of the "marvel" for a time subsided. During
this last autumn, one of the district medical officers of the City of
London Union, taking his annual outing in the picturesque neigh-
bourhood of the famed salmon river, the Livy, had an opportunity of
visiting the girl. Dr. Robert Fowler communicated his observations to
our contemporary the 7ZiYmes; and his letter proved a perfect god-send
to newspaper editors and reporters at that slack period of the news-
season. In many of the evening impressions of the same day's London
papers, Dr. Fowler's letter was again inserted and commented on.
The next day, four or five of the morning papers followed suit; and,
before the week was out, the letter had been reproduced and noticed in
almost every provincial paper of England and Wales.
The details given by this gentleman are just such as might have been

expected by any one at all cognisant of the history of similar cases.
He found the girl lying in her bed, evidently ready for the re-
ception of visitors. Every outward thing connected with her was
smart, clean, tidy, and in apple-pie order. An open Welsh book was
admirably posed on her bed; and conspicuously arranged opposite to
her were all the English and Welsh books which she had received as pre-
sentsfromhermultiplicityof observers. After a protracted examination of
almost every organ of the body, it became tolerably clear that at that
time the girl was in very fair physical health. Considering her long re-
clination in bed and consequent inactivity, it was, indeed, pretty certain
that she was " as well as could be expected". It was, in fact, stated
that she looked even better than she did about a twelvemonth previously.
It was visibly and palpably apparent that there was no suppression of cer-
tain of the natural secretions. The action of the perspiratory system of
the whole surface of the body, and also of the lachrymal glands, was still
present. It was, however, most positively asserted by the father that,
for a period of about eighteen months, there had been no evacuation what-
ever from either the bladder or the bowels. WVe are aware that this state-
ment has lately received the following contradiction in a local paper.
" It may be beside the question to affirm that on one occasion during
the watching (and one only), her linen bore a stain of excrementa-
tion; and that she has passed some urine. While this is freely ad-
mitted in respect to the latter, it must be said that it is not impossible
that the slight stain in question will turn out to be, not the re5ult of ex-
crementation, but of a slight internal flux, which would be nothing ex-
traordinary. As to the urine passed so far back as Friday night last, it
is due to the parents to state that they never denied that, at certain in-
tervals, nature in this way sought relief." We have unimpeachable au-
thority for repeating that the father did make the assertion alluded to
(most certainly respecting the urine), in the presence of more than one
hearer, on the occasion referred to. Moreover, the eyes and nose of an
acute examiner were not likely to be deceived. Dr. Fowler, on turn-
ing down the bedclothes to percuss the girl's abdomen, received a dis-
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tinct whiff of urinous smell; and he also perceived a very suspicious dry
patch on the under blanket, apparently of a fiecal character. The
father, on being apprised of this, attempted a very frivolous excuse.

Knowing, of course, that a poor ignorant Welsh farmer could not be
expected to be thoroughly conversant with all the tactics of an hysterical
retainer of urine, we should not have alluded to this question of
veracity, did it not lead us to remark on the utility of exaggerated
symptoms and statements. By this, we mean that it is from the very
exaggeration of its supposed results, malingering disease so frequently
gires the clue to its own detection. The more or less agony re-
sultant from a prolonged non-evacuation of the bowels-the sure

poisoning following total suppression of the urine-are ascertained
facts, not to be disturbed by any such assertion as that made by Evan
Jacobs. So with other allegations made to, but carefully scrutinised
by, Dr. Fowler, when visiting this torpid girl. It was, of course,
most solemnly repeated to him, that Sarah Jacob had, " saving a fort-
nightly moistening of her lips with cold water," "neither eaten nor drank
anything for the last twenity-three months." On percussing the region
of the stomach, the sound of gurgling was distinctly produced.

So, again, with the assurance that the child's " nails had never been
cut for nearly two years." The physiology of ungual growth is totally
opposed to " straight edges with angles", and to the " picked and torn"
appearance of some of the digits' nails. Taking advantage of a recent
investigation respecting the connexion of certain transverse grooves on
the nails with the duration, of illness, Dr. Fowler was further enabled
to produce, by the total absence of such signs, almost positive proofs
that this girl could not have lately suffered "any lengthened physical
disease."
As with the exaggeration, so with the negation, of symptoms, was

Dr. Fowler's examination very fruitful in results. On necessarily dis-
arranging the child's dress for making a stethoscopic examination, she
went off into what was called "a fainting fit". No single symptom of
syncope was, however, recognised. Even loss of consciousness was
proved to be only apparent. The attack was " nothing but a little and
momentary hysterical crying and sobbing". Great efforts were made to
,examine the girl's back, with a view to detect any visible evidence of
'prolonged reclination in bed. No persuasion, however, could induce
the consent of the parents, who alleged " that this could be only per-
mitted to any one actually present when the child was being moved,
which was occasionally done for the purpose of changing the bed. This
operation invariably brought on a fit, so that the parents (themselves)
Lad actually neither seen nor washed the child's back for nearly two
years." Although the feather bed on which the girl was lying " was
thin and poor, with nothing between it and the sacking," neither the
ankles nor the heels showed the least marks whatever of more or less
continued pressure.
The positive symptoms were also no less valuable aids to diagnosis.

Those who have had any expelience at all in the physiogniomy of a cer-
tain class of patients will know how to appreciate the statement, "There
was that restless movement and frequent looking out of the corners of
the eyes so characteristic of simulative disease."

Although she refused to squeeze the doctor's hand, and the mother
asserted that this was an impossibility, it was noticed that the girl did
close the fingers, and, pointing the index of the right hand, occasion-
ally raised it to the side of her clheek and "head, with a rather studied
effect." She appeared to have more power of motion in the right than
in the left arm and hand. In the absence of thermometric observation,
the asserted difference of temperature between the right and left sides of
the body is of little value.

"The whole region of the belly was tympanitic; and the muscular
walls of this cavity" gave palpable evidence of that " tense and drum-
like" condition so frequently concomitant of hysteria. There was no
dulness over the region of the bladder.
As much as could be seen of the tongue appeared clean and moist.

The girl would not protrude this organ, nor open her mouth. She,
hiowever, conversed in Welsh with her parents, and spoke a few Eng-
lish words.
We have made thus free with Dr. Fowler's letter to our contempo-

rary, because it has, in addition to Dr. Lewis's report, afforded us the
most complete clinical account of this poor girl's case prior to the com-
mencement of what we may unreservedly call her death-watch.

WVe now come to the last stage of our narrative.
A gentleman (John Griffith, Esq., Swansea) well known in the Prin-

cipality under the designation of " Gohebydd", determined to have the
matter investigated. After some perseverance, a public meeting was con-
vened at the Eagle Inn, Cross Inn, Llanfihangel-ar-arth, on November
30th. The vicar of the parish occupied the chair, and was supported by
about ninety of the more influential inhabitants. Dr. Fowler had recom-
mended that the girl should be sent to some London hospital, or to the

Carmarthenshire Infirmary. Gohebydd was opposed to this, however,
as he considered the girl too ill to be moved. He wrote to Dr. Phillips,
assistant physician-accoucheur to Guy's Hospital, asking whether nurses
could be sent down to watch the girl at her own home Dr. Phillips
having consulted Dr. Fowler, they together drew up a code of regu-
lations for the guidance of those concerned in the watching of the girl,
and arranged for four nurses to be sent down if required.
The parents consented to the watching, and even expressed a desire

that the matter should be investigated. Under these circumstances,
the meeting above mentioned determined to send for the nurses, and a
committee, called the " Watching Committee", was appointed.
The following were the suggestions drawn up in London, and sent

to the local committee for its guidance. These suggestions were adopted
by the local committee.

I. It would be advisable before taking any steps in the matter to ob.
tain a written legal guarantee from the father of Sarah Jacob, sanc-
tioning the necessary proceedings. 2. That the duty of the nurses
shall be to watch Sarah Jacob, with a view to ascertain whether she
partakes of any kind of food, and, at the end of a fortnight, to report
upon the case before the local committee in Carmarthenshire, and, if
required, at Guy's Hospital.-3. That two nurses shall be constantly
awake, and on the watch in the girl's room night and day.-4. It would
be advisable for the nearest medical practitioner to watch the progress
of the case, and it will be absolutely necessary for him to be prepared
against any serious symptoms of exhaustion supervening on the strict
enforcement of the watching, and to act according to his judgment.-
5. That the room in which the girl sleeps shall be bared of all un-
necessary furniture, and all possible places in the room for the con-
cealment of food shall be closed and kept under the continued scrutiny
of the watchers.-6. That, if considered desirable by the local medical
practitioner or by the nurses, the bedstead on which the girl now lies
shall be replaced by a simple iron one. -7. That the bed on which the
parents now sleep in Sarah Jacob's room shall be given up absolutely
to the nurses.-8. That the parents be not allowed to sleep in the
same room as the girl ; that if they cannot at all times be prevented
from approaching her, they should be previously searched (their pockets
and other recesses of clothing, and also the interior of their mouths),
and that no wetted towels or any such articles be allowed to be used
about the girl by the parents or any other person save the nurses ;
that the children of the family, and in fact every other person what-
ever (except the nurses) have similar restraints put upon them.-9.
That the nurses have the sole management of preparing the room, bed,
and patient, prior to the commencement of the watching.-io. That,
as it is asserted the action of the bowels and of the bladder is en-
tirely suspended, special attention must be directed to these organs.
The first suggestion was met, after the meeting had terminated,

by the following agreement being drawn out, and signed by Evan
Jacob, as a guarantee that the expense about to be incurred would
not be rendered useless through the interference of the parents or friends
of Sarah Jacob:

" This agreement, made the 30th day of November, i869, between
Evail Jacob, of Llethernoyadd, in the parish of Llanfihangel-ar-arth,
in the county of Carmarthen, on the one part, and the committee of
management this day appointed for the purpose of investigating the
alleged long fasting of Sarah, the daughter of the said Evan Jacob,
on the other part, witnesseth that, in consideration of the said com-
mittee undertaking the investigation aforesaid, he, the "said Evan
Jacob, agrees to afford every facility in his power for the said com-
mittee, and all persons employed by them to prosecute their said in-
vestigations without hindrance, molestation, or interruption whatever
for the period of fourteen days, and will during such period permit
the said committee and all persons employed by them the free and un-
interrupted use of the room occupied by the said Sarah Jacob. As
witness the hand of the said Evan Jacob, the day and year above
mentioned."

This agreement was properly stamped.
As medical jurists, our especial concern is of course with the fourth

and tenth suggestions. As regards the remaining propositions, we
would simply observe that they were admirably framed for the preven-
tion, and even detection, of any possible imposition or deception in the
case. We can indeed, in the interest of science, only comment on the
omission of one important witness. All obstacles to the introduction
of the balance ought to have been surmounted. Half a century back,
in the case of the Tutbury woman, Mr. Francis Fox " suggested the
propriety of having the bedstead, bedding, and the woman in it placed
on a machine, by which it could be ascertained whether she lost weight
daily. This was adopted, and it resulted in discovering that day by day
she regularly lost weight." We are deprived of this evidence in Sarah
Jacob's history.
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At the beginning of the watching the following was the statement of
her condition:-

" Cheerful; face flushed; eyes brilliant; pulse regular, averaging 86
per minute; temperature in the mouth, 98 deg., after two minutes' rest.
She has a warm-water bottle at her feet. She seems quite well, and
says she has no pain anywhere if not touched."

(Signed) HENRY H. DAVIES, M.R.C.S.
ThIOMAs LEWIS, M.D."

During the first week of the watching, not only the local but the
London papers teemed with quasi-official comments on the progress of
the case. The excitement in the principality day by day increased; in
the large towns, the daily papers giving the latest particulars were
bought up to the very last copy; false rumours were of course freely cir-
culated; and when, at the end of the sixth day, the medical report was
a degree more favourable, it was confidently predicted that the doctors,
as a body, would be outwitted. The real official reports were, however,
provokingly silent. At length, on the evening of Friday the 17th in-
stant, a brief telegram was received at Carmarthen announcing " The
Welsh Fasting Girl is dead"; and the next morning every London
paper contained the news.
A meeting of the Committee who had undertaken the watching of the

girl was at once summoned. They met, as the chairman most truly ob-
served, " sadder, but not much wiser men." The sister-nurse's report
was then for the first time given to the public. It details minutely the
observations of each day's watching from December gth.
The following report was read at a meeting of the local committee

on the day following the child's death.
"Dec. 9, Thursday.-Attrick and Palmer (two nurses) on duty at

night.
" Dec. ioth, Friday.-No change. At half-past seven she began to

read in a loud voice until eight o'clock. Still read at intervals during
the morning. Two p.m. : Nurses tell me she was very cheerful.

"Dec. iith, Saturday.--Six o'clock: Assisted nurse to remove girl
from her bed. She did not faint, but allowed me to assist in dressing
her. She thanked me, and said I did not hurt her. Left her at seven
p.m. reading, looking very cheerful and happy. Two p.m.: Nurses
tell me she has been cheerful, reading and talking to them. I do not
think she is looking so well. Went to sleep at half-past seven. [The
nurse explained that on this day she found three spots as of stains of
excrementation on the girl's night-dress. The largest spot was of the
size of a crown-piece.]

")Dec. I2, Sunday.-Six o'clock in the morning: Nurses tell me she
has had a quiet night. Slept until five o'clock, then went to sleep again
until a quarter-past six. Found her looking very cheerful. She asked
for her book to read, and then read aloud for some time. Her face was
flushed, and her eyes bright during the morning. \Vent to sleep at a
quarter-past seven p.m.
"Dec. I3, Monday.-Girl awoke at half-past five in the morning.

Quiet night. Assisted nurse to get her out of bed; she did not faint.
We changed her night dress, and I was for some time combing her hair.
She appeared pleased and cheerful, and I left her reading aloud. She
has passed a large quantity of urine during the night. Two p.m.:
Nurses tell me she has been cheerful, and that she amused herself by
reading. She looks the same. Eight p.m.: Was obliged to change
her bed. She was not so much fatigued as may have been expected.
She tells me she is very comfortable. She has passed a large quantity
of urine during the day. Nine o'clock: She is now sleeping soundly.

"Dec. 14th, Tuesday.-Six o'clock: Nurse tells me the girl slept
until four o'clock, and then was only awake a short time. Slept until
half-past five. I found her reading. Shortly after I came in, the water
bottle she had forher feet fell to the floor (cord of sacking having given
way) and startled her. She then had a slight fainting fit, but soon re-
covered. I do not think she is so well-her voice in reading is not so
strong, and she has been much flushed; her lips are dry. She has not
passed any more urine. Ten o'clock p.m.: Nurses tell me she has been
much the same as when I left her. Shewent to sleep at a quarter-past
six, awoke at nine, and did not remain awake long. Shehas passed a
small quantity of urine.

"Dec. i5th, Wednesday.-Six o'clock, morning: She has had a
wakeful night, not restless. She has passed some urine during the
night. She does not complain of having any pains; face flushed.
Nurse assisted me to remove her from her bed; she did not faint. Two
o'clock p.m.: I found her much the same as when I left her. Seven
o'clock p.m.: She went to sleep, but I found her restless. Her feet
were cold. I had to warm flannels to put to them. Eight o'clock:
She is now sleeping quietly.

" Dec. i6th, Thursday morning.-Nurses tell me she has had a bad
night-no sleep until after three o'clock: she wished the bed made, and
they made it. Then she slept for about ten minutes at a time, not more,

and still threw her arms about. Six o'clock: I found her looking very
pale and anxious; I think it is for want of sleep. She suffered much
during the night from cold; they gave her warm flannels. She is now
much warmer. Dr. Davies came at a quarter-past twelve o'clock, and
he thinks there is no danger. Ten o'clock: Found Sarah Jacob much
worse. Has been restless, and throwing the things off all the night.
Was very cold; hot water bottle in bed, and hot flannels, but could not
get warm. The father then wished the little girl-a younger sister-
to be put in the bed, and I consented, because I thought Sarah was
dying. I told the father and mother to get near to the bed to her, but
I still watched to see they gave her nothing. She has not asked for
food from the first day we began to watch her, and I am certain she has
not had anything given her. Had she asked for food I would have
given her some.

" Dec. 17, Friday.-Sarah Jacob was very restless, but quieter than
she had been during the night. She died at three p.m. I was present
at her death."
The Nurses replied to several questions put to them. They had no

suspicion of any one attempting to give the child food. The parents,
especially the father, was apparently very fond of the child. They gave
the nurses every facility, and manifested great concern for the welfare of
the child. It was untrue that crumbs of bread had been found in the
bed, and untirue that one of them had seen a female disappear from the
room in the night.

Mr. John Daniel, one of the committee; and uncle of the girl, de-
posed to offering her food on Friday morning. She made no reply, but
appeared to go off into a fit.

Mr. Davies, surgeon, deposed to informing the father of the condition
of the child on Friday morning, and offering to take away the watchers.
The father refused to allow the girl to be given food, but he afterwards
said that if he (Mr. Davies) wished to convince himself whether the girl
could swallow or not he might offer her something. He did not do so,
as it was too late.
From the above we find that, on Wednesday the 15th, "her feet

were cold"; shivering had set in; and there was great restlessness.
After a bad previous night, she, on Thursday morning the i6th, looked
"very pale and anxious"; was very cold and restless; and transient
delirium had now supervened. The nurses, being really alarmed, sum-
moned the nearest medical man. On his arrival, he endeavoured to
re-assure the nurses, but very properly adopted the precautionary means
of calling, by telegraph, an immediate consultation of the medical sub-
committee. Although the medical men were apparently not unanimous
respecting the gravity of the case, an offer was now made to the father
"to withdraw the watchers". He said that "he would not have it
done for the world, and that he wished the watching to go on". An
uncle of the girl (a Mr. Daniel), who had on this day unavailingly
offered to get her to take food, likewise "informed the parents that the
child was in danger, and that they had better offer her some food: they
became very indignant". At a similar proposition on the part of one
of the nurses, the parents became quite anigry.

It was subsequently alleged that, two years ago, when the parents had
last offered the girl food, she became exceedingly excited and distressed,
and that they consequently bound themselves by a solemn oath never to
offer her food again.

Practically, the watching was at an end on Thursday. " During the
whole of Thursday night the parents and brothers and sisters were back-
wards and forwards in the room, andwere allowed to go close to the bed".
The sister-nurse considered the girl to be dying. During the night, as she
could not get warm, ayounger child, who had been in the habit of sleeping
with her, was put into bed with her. On Friday morning, Mr. Davies,
surgeon, of Llandyssil, at his visit, found her "sinking fast". His offer
to give her something was again refused by the parents. At the last
moment, however, the father said: "If you are very anxious to satisfy
yourself that the child can swallow, you may do so". Mr. Davies then
prudently declined. By the wish of the parents, the nurses remained in
the roomn until the child's death at 3p.m.
Many more interesting reflections arise out of this report of the nurses.

It appears tolerably certain that no solid or liquid food entered the
fasting girl's lips from about 3 P.M. Decembergth to 3 P.M. December
I7th, when she died-a period of exactly eight days. Guy (Forensic
Medicine, 3rd edit., I868) copies from the Times, February 7th, i866,
the account of some shipwrecked men, the captain of whom is said to
have lived twenty-eight days without food of any kind. Casper (New
Sydentham Society, vol. xvi) relates, from personal observation, an authentic
case of a powerful, healthy man, who voluntarily underwent a total
abstinence of every article of nourishment for ten days, without any
alarming symptoms. He subsequently assured Casper "that he only
experienced hunger during the first three days. Afterwards, the ' finest
and best' of food would not have tempted him."

Dec. 25, I869.] 687
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Age and antecedent vigour have, of course, an important bearing on

any case. On the other hand, of the other elements-cold, physical
exertion, and mental depression (recognised as materially adjuvant to
death by starvation)-Sarah Jacob had literally none. She from the
onset was supplied with hot bottles and blankets; she of course had not
the least physical exertion, and doubtless had very little, if any, mental
depression. In the Irish famine, many cases were reported of persons

living in their beds for a much longer period than fourteen days before
death. Whether or not the sufferer gets access to water, makes also a

great difference in the power of sustaining prolonged fasting. Guy re-

lates two or three instances from personal experience where, with free
access to water, abstinence from other food was persevered in for ten
days, and was followed by no bad symptoms at all. He gives, also, de-
tails of the case of Guillaume Grant, a prisoner at Toulouse, who re-

sorted to starvation to avoid punishment. For the first seven days, the
symptoms were not very remarkable; after this period, excessive thirst
compelled him to drink water, which he did, in some form or other,
occasionally during the fifty-eight days of his existence. In Casper's
case, the man, at the end of ton days, irresistibly took " a little sugar

and water." Sarah Jacob appears never once to have asked for food
or water; and to the last, when offered any, " threw her head back and
appeared to go into a fit."

Setting aside for the moment any question of parental co'lusion, this
determined resistance to the death becomes of psychological interest.
Had this delicate and emotional child so brooded over this peculiar per-

verted fancy, that at length she had actually come to realise in herself
a competency to live without food? or had she imagined that she
would be able to outwit the nurses from Guy's, as she had previously
outwitted the four or seven respectable witnesses to her previous
fortnight's total abstaining ? Had she too sanguinely clung to one or

other of these ideas, forgetting, or rather not knowing, that outraged
Nature would, in a few days, render her incapable of thinking or fancy-
ing anything at all? It became too late to hie back. Many points in
this last history of the case tend, certainly, to corroborate Dr. Fowler's
estimation of the state of the girl's mind as far back as last September.
The circumstance of the cork having twice got out of the foot-warmer,
apparently through the agency of the girl's toes; the fact of her secreting
under her arm the sister-nurse's eau de Cologne scent-bottle, although
trivial, are, in conjunction with the antecedent history, and with the ascer-

tained fact, after death, " that there was a large hollow under the girl's
left arm capable of secreting a halfpint-bottle", circumstances of some

value in indicating the peculiar aberration of morality, which, in such
a case of simulative disease in a young girl, brings it to the very border-
land of insanity.
At the end of ten days of the second strict watch on Ann Moore, the

Tutbury woman, Dr. Fox found her evidently sinking, and told her she
would soon die if she would not take food. After a little prevarication,
the woman confessed she was an impostor; and that, at the first un-

successful watch of three weeks, her daughter had contrived to feed her
every morning and evening by using towels, which were made very wet
with a strong solution of arrowroot; and that also, with every kiss, her
daughter had managed to convey certain portions of sugar from mouth
to mouth. Dr. Fox adopted the proper course.

We can scarcely conceive it possible that a father and mother would
have so persistently colluded to the end, as, on the assumption of their
guilt, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob must have done. At the commencement of
our memoir we alluded to this. We are credibly informed that both
parents most willingly yielded to every suggestion of the Committee.
From the evidence of the rnurses, we also learn that the parents have
throughout acted in the most fair manner, have given every assistance
in their power, and have never, during the whole of the watching,
made cause for any suspicion whatever.

Despite the absence of liquid food, Sarah Jacob continued to excrete
urine-on some days, in large quantities-up to (according to the re-

port) the 15th instant. Faecal matter, in very small quantities, appears
also to have escaped. We have previously commented on the absurd
assertion of the parents respecting the evacuations. In death from

starvation, the non-voidance of fteces appears to be a constant symptom;
but we imagine that there is usually an earlier suppression of urine

than there was in the fasting girl. The room in which she was was ex-

ceedingly damp.
On the sixth day of the watching, a telegram announced: "She is

not in the least reduced in weight, and is as heavy as when the watch-
ing commenced." We put no value whatever on this assertion. In the
case of the Tutbury woman, one of Dr. Fox's sons, at the second

watching, " suggested the propriety of having the bedstead, bedding,
and the woman in it, placed on a machine, by which it could be ascer-

tained whether she lost weight daily. This was adopted, and it re-

sulted in discovering that she regularly lost weight every day." If so

important and truthful a contrivance was adopted half a century ago, it
is very surprising that, in I869, the great value of such a mechanism
appears to have been completely ignored. We, however, know it as a
fact, that the adoption of the weighing-machine was perseveringly
pressed upon the committee from the first. Having respect to what was
due to science, all obstacles to the introduction of the balance ought, in
Sarah Jacob's case, to have been surmounted. Apart, also, from its
scientific interest, what an impartial witness-what a powerful support
-it would have proved to the medical examiners of the girl! Pointing
to the evidence of daily diminishing weight, they would have been for-
tified in sooner remonstrating with the scepticism and stupidity of the
parents, and in showing an irresistible proof that Nature urgently de-
manded more fuel for her work. The girl's life would have been
saved !
As might have been expected, the nurses witnessed that the girl had

the power of motion in both legs and arms ; thus corroborating Dr.
Fowler's statement that he could detect no physical cause whatever to
prevent the girl from walking. To cure such a case (apart from a de-
tection of the imposture) necessitates some sudden impression on the
nervous system. A few years ago, near Woodbridge, Suffolk, a woman,
named Elizabeth Squirrel, but nicknamed the "Shottisham Angel",
pretended that, besides living without food, she was favoured with the
presence of angels in her room, and received messages from God.
These messages were signalled by a little tinkling bell at the head of
her bed. Her father made a rare harvest from the credulous. At
length somebody suggested the idea that the house should be fired, to
seeif the angels could prevent theirspecial charge therein from being con-
sumed. So convinced were Elizabeth Squirrel and her friends that
this would be carried into effect, that one night they all decamped
in a very hasty flight. The " Shottisham Angel" was subsequently
married.
We anticipate to be able to favour our readers with a full account

of the medical history of the last week, from the pen of our member,
Dr. T. Lewis, of Carmarthen, in completion of his very able letter in
this JOURNAL on the 24th of last April.

THE INQUEST.
The following telegram appeared in the morning London papers of

Wednesday, the 22nd inst.
" Carmarthen, Tuesday Night.

" The inquest on the body of Sarah Jacobs, the ' Welsh Fasting
Girl,' was opened to-day. The Coroner said he intended to call the
nurses and the medical gentlemen, and perhaps the father; but the
inquiry would not be further extended unless it should be found de-
sirable. The object of the inquest was to ascertain the cause of death;
but, if any part of the evidence criminated any one, showing him to
have been guilty of a breach of the criminal law, it would be the duty
of the jury to return a verdict to that effect, and his duty would be to
send the person for trial. The main features in the day's proceedings
was% the evidence of Mr. Thomas and Mr. Phillips, the surgeons who
made the post mortem examination. They stated that the body of the
girl was plump and well formed, showing indications of puberty. No
indications of paralysis in the brain. No obstruction to the alimentary
canal. The stomach contained three teaspoonfuls of semi-gelatinous
substance. The small intestines were empty ; but in the colon and rec-
tum half a pound of hard excrement was found. No malformation
anywhere. Body free from disease. The incision displayed fine layers
of fat from half an inch to an inch in thickness. It was believed that
the deceased had been afflicted with hysteria.

" Mr. Phillips said that there was a large hollow under the girl's left
arm capable of secreting a half pint bottle.

" Mr. Davis, surgeon, deposed to Sarah Jacob having been in a fit
for the period of one month in I 867; it was then difficult to tell whether
she was dead or alive."
The inquest was adjourned to Thursday, too late, of course, for our

present itnpression.
The following additional facts were elicited from the nurse at the in-

quest. " On Sunday the i2th, I observed a change in her voice ; it
was weaker when she was Ireading aloud. On Monday the 13th, in
consequence of the continued wetting of the bed, I asked her to tell
me when she wanted to relieve the waiits of nature, and she replied in
Welsh, through the nurse Jones, that she did not know when she passed
it. During this time, I observed that her lips were dry." The medical
men were never allowed to examine the covered portion of the girl's
person-not even her bare arms. On Thursday i6th, the nurse " no-

ticed that her nose looked pinched, and the eyes sunk. During the
whole time I was there, no one suggested that food, nourishment, or

water should be given her, and she did not ask for it."

688 [DeC. 25, i869.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.469.679 on 25 D
ecem

ber 1869. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

