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Obituary

IVOR I. PRICE, M.B., F.R.C.S.
Mr. I. I. Price, senior consultant surgeon to the Whittington
Hospital, London, died on July 24, 1950, at the age of 46.

Ivor Isaac Price was educated at Daventry Foundation
School and entered King's College Hospital Medical School
in 1920. He had a most distinguished student career
and won many awards, among them the Alfred Hughes
Memorial Prize and the Senior Scholarship. He took the
conjoint diploma in 1925 and graduated M.B., B.S. in 1926.
After holding resident appointments at King's College Hos-
pital and Queen Mary's Hospital for the East End he was
appointed medical superintendent at the Seamen's Hospital,
Tilbury. He became a Fellow of the Royal College of
Surgeons in 1928, and in 1929 he entered the London muni-
cipal hospital service, where his outstanding surgical skill
and judgment brought him rapid advancement. He served
in several surgical posts in L.C.C. hospitals, and in 1938
was appointed senior resident surgeon and deputy medical
superintendent at St. Mary Islington Hospital. Here he
soon built up a reputation as an able general surgeon,
widely respected by the general practitioners of the district
and by the large numbers of patients who had reason to
be grateful for his skill and kindness. His experience
covered almost every field of surgery, and he published
papers on several subjects in this Journal and elsewhere,
but he developed a special interest in gastro-enterology.

In the L.C.C. hospital service he was one of the pioneers
of gastroscopy, at which he became highly skilled. As an
operator he was quick, yet gentle and meticulous, and he
had special success with patients whom many would regard
as poor operative risks. He was a scrupulously conscien-
tious surgeon, avid for work, and was seen at his best in
his handling of the patient with post-operative complica-
tions. Those who worked with him will always be grateful
for the way in which he tallied to their support when prob-
lems arose, and he was especially beloved by the nursing
staff. He was an accomplished clinical teacher, and many
candidates for the F.R.C.S. examination will remember the
bedside classes which he so ably conducted for the Fellow-
ship of Postgraduate Medicine.

In 1947 Mr. Price was appointed surgeon specialist by
the London County Council. Unhappily it was about this
time that he suffered the first symptoms of heart disease,
and in the following year he had two attacks of coronary
thrombosis. He returned to duty early in 1949 and took up
his operative work again. With the reorganization of his
hospital under the National Health Service and its amalga-
mation with the two adjacent hospitals to form the
Whittington Hospital, he became surgical director of the
newly established gastro-enterological unit. Despite recur-
rent anginal attacks he was courageously taking an
increasingly heavy share of the arduous surgical work of
this unit, when he suffered his third and fatal attack of
coronary thrombosis. Though his determination to return
to active surgical work probably shortened his life, all who
knew him will realize how characteristic was his decision
to carry on to the end. He leaves a widow and one young
son.-A. L. J.

Sir JOHN HUTSON died at his home in Pine Hills, Barbados,
British West Indies, on March 29 at the age of 91. The son
of the late Archdeacon Hutson, he was one of three brothers,
each of whom held distinguished positions in the Colonial
Empire. His eldest brother, Sir A. Hutson, was a Colonial

Governor, while his other brother was Bishop of Antigua and
Archbishop of the West Indies. John Hutson was educated at
Lodge School, Codrington College, and Edinburgh University,
where he graduated M.B., C.M. in 1883. He took the Cam-
bridge D.P.H. in 1905. Returning to Barbados, he joined the
staff of the General Hospital there, and he served as public
health inspector and poor law inspector for a time. Subse-
quently he was appointed chief medical officer when that office
was created. He was appointed a member of the Legislative
Council in 1920, and served on the Education Board and on the
Executive Committee. He represented Barbados at the corona-
tion of King George VI, and until he resigned the presidency
of the Legislative Council he was chairman of the local branch
of the Empire Parliamentary Association. Sir John Hutson,
who was knighted in 1943, had been a member of the British
Medical Association for over sixty years, and he represented the
Branch at the annual meetings at Portsmouth in 1923 and at
Eastbourne in 1931. He was president of the Barbados Branch
in 1929-30 and then from 1932 to 1938. He was one of the
Branch's keenest and most hard-working members, and the
sympathy of all his colleagues and friends will be extended to
Lady Hutson, who survives him.-A. P. M.

Medico-Legal

TRESPASS AND ASSAULT
A recent report in these columns entitled "Trespass by a
House-surgeon" (July 15, p. 171) has prompted the council
of the Medical Defence Union to remind practitioners again
of the need to obtain proper consent in writing from patients
or their relatives when any operative treatment is recommended.

This case has emphasized another point. It is also essential
to make it clear that, when a patient is admitted to hospital for
operative treatment, the operation proposed will not necessarily
be performed by any particular surgeon, who may have seen
the patient previously, or under whose name he is admitted.
So that practitioners will be provided with adequate legal

authority and protection to avoid the risk of their subsequent
appearance in the Courts on a charge of trespass or assault,
the council of the M.D.U. has had prepared a number of model
forms. These forms of consent, reproduced below, are con-
sidered appropriate by the solicitors to the M.D.U.

Consent by Patient
I .of

hereby consent to undergo the operation of ........................
the effect and nature of which have been explained to me.

I also consent to such further or alternative operative
measures as may be found to be necessary during the course
of such operation and to the administration of a local or other
anaesthetic for the purpose of the same.

I understand an assurance has not been given that the
operation will be performed by a particular surgeon.
Dated this. day of.

(Signed)

Consent by Relatives
I. of .

the ........ of the above named................ hereby
also consent to such operation.
Dated this ....... day of.

(Signed)
(The formula of consent by the spouse or near relative, although

not strictly necessary in law, may save trouble afterwards.)

Consent for Minor
I .of .

hereby consent to the submission of my child .....................
to the operation of ......... the effect and
nature of which have been explained to me.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.4674.370 on 5 A
ugust 1950. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

