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community will be deprived of that free and alternative choice
of opinion and treatment which it has hitherto enjoyed. This
step is at complete variance with the promise of the Minister
and his instructions to the regional board (R.H.B. (49) 132).

This is no isolated threat, but one that confronts many
hospitals of similar size throughout the country. Such hospitals
as St. John's have performed useful work to the community
because of their completeness. Dismemberment can only be
a retrograde step and should be energetically resisted. I urge
these hospitals to take action before they are destroyed.-I am,
etc.,
London, W.I. JoHN HOWKINS.

POINTS FROM LETTERS
Inoculation and Paraplegia

Dr. C. H. REINHOLD (Colonel, I.M.S., retired) writes: The article
and leading article on " Inoculation and Poliomyelitis " in the Journal
of July 1 reminds me of a parallel case in India fifteen or more years
ago, though the victim then was an adult and the inoculation was
the prophylactic for rabies. The patient was not mine and I did
not see him during the illness, so I do not know all the details,
but both he and his wife were treated as a precautionary measure
when their dog got rabies and was tended by them both with great
devotion. The lady had no ill effects, but her husband developed
a paraplegia and was gravely ill for several days and bed-ridden
for months. He has made a slow but steady recovery, and can
now walk without a stick, though he easily tires, and has put in many
years of useful work since. . . Can this case in any way be
squared with the researches recorded in the interesting paper by
Professor Bradford Hill and Dr. Knowelden ?

Smallpox in the Unsaccinated
Dr. W. A. MACKAY (Southport) writes: With passing years memory

and, perchance, mentality depreciate, and I trust I am not doing
Dr. J. S. Gemmill (July 8, p. 107) injustice when I demur strongly
to his statement " haematemesis at the outset of her illness did not
justify a diagnosis of smallpox even to be entertained in the first
instance." About 1892, and by the bedside in the Glasgow Smallpox
Hospital, Dr. R. S. Thompson taught me that smallpox might have
a petechial rash-the variolar triangle with its base across the
lower abdomen-and not the usual eruption, and might be accom-
panied by various bleedings. Further, in French's Index of Main
Symptoms (third edition, p. 265) malignant variola is noted as a cause
of haematemesis.

The General Adaptation Syndrome
Dr. A. WESLEY HILL (Wrexham) writes: One question I should

like to ask is, Why is damage divorced from stress and coupled
with defence ? I think that stress means nothing from the point
of view of organized response, apart from the damage it causes.
To me stress is a mental concept to which I am comparatively
indifferent until it begins to produce in me damage. There appears
to me, therefore, no sense in calling stress the interaction between
damage and defence . . . it seems to me that the plain biological
meaning of stress is that it can cause damage, and that only when
it does cause damage does the living organism react as best it can.
In the next place I would not include "alarm reaction" and
" stage of exhaustion " in the general adaptation syndrome. So
far as I can understand the oration, " alarm reaction " is not reaction
at all but the biological retreat before a sudden onslaught of damaging
stress. It is then that the damage oaused by stress takes place,
because the organism has not yet arrayed its forces and adapted them
to the battle.

Naming of Cancer Hospitals
Dr. BENTLEY PHILLIPS (London, W.1) writes. I should like to bring

to your notice on humanitarian grounds the unnecessary anxiety
which is bestowed upon patients by bad psychology in the naming
of hospitals which specialize in the treatment of neoplastic growths.
A highly unpleasant shock is administered to the average patient
when told that he or she is being referred to a cancer hospital. The
result generally calls for a considerable amount of discussion,
" hedging," and reassurance by the doctor referring the case for
examination- and diagnosis, but in spite of this I am of the opinion
that the majority of Wpatients. arab-6nced that the doctor is " break-
ing it gently " and that in actual fact a death-warrant is being
issued. . Could not a name such as " radium and x-ray hospital,"
" radiotherapy hospital," or " tumour clinic " be substituted ? . .

The real answer to this problem is, of course, better education of
the public in order to eradicate the fear of cancer, but until the
welcome arrival of that era I contend that it is an unnecessary cruelty
to retain the fearsome name " cancer hospital."

Obituary
H. C. BAZETT, C.B.E., M.C., M.D., F.R.C.S.

Dr. H. C. Bazett, Professor of Physiology at the University
of Pennsylvania since 1921, died on July 12 on board the
Queen Mary bound for Southampton. Dr. Bazett was 65.
Henry Cuthbert Bazett was born at Gravesend in 1885,

the son of Dr. Henry Bazett. He was educated at Dov2r
College, at Wadham College, Oxford, and at St. Thomas's
Hospital. He took his B.A. in 1908 and graduated B.M.,
B.Ch. two years later, proceeding D.M. in 1920. He took
the F.R.C.S. in 1911. At St. Thomas's Hospital he won
the Cheselden Medal, and h2 was successively house-
surgeon, casualty officer, and clinical assistant to the
throat and ear department. After completing his next
appointment as demonstrator in physiology he won the
Radcliffe Travelling Fellowship in 1912 and spent twelve
months doing postgraduate work at Harvard. He returned
to this country not long before the outbreak of the 1914-
18 war and became a demonstrator in pathology at Oxford.
Subsequently he served in France with the R.A.M.C. and
was awarded the M.C. and three times mentioned in
dispatches. He was demobilized with the rank of major
and he was also awarded the O.B.E. From 1919 Dr. Bazett
was the Christopher Welch lecturer in clinical physiology
at Oxford, and then in 1921 he was appointed professor
of physiology at Pennsylvania University, the post which he
still held at the time of his death.
During the recent war Professor Bazett was given

leave of absence and acted as visiting professor of medical
research at the University of Toronto from 1941 to 1943.
He was in charge of aviation medical research there after
the tragic death of Sir Frederick Banting. Professor
Bazett was an authority on problems of temperature
control and blood circulation. He was himself the subject
for much of the detailed work he did on human physiology.
When he was studying the control of temperature in rela-
tion to changes in the peripheral vessels he often affixed a
number of thermocouples to his own arm, each of them
being attached to a different galvanometer. He contri-
buted the section on circulation to Macleod's Physiology
in Modern Medicine in 1938 for the eighth edition and
in 1941 for a later edition. He had acted as consultant
to the Military Planning Division of the Office of the
Quartermaster-General in Washington, and in Canada and
the United States he served on a number of important
wartime committees on physiological problems. In 1944
he was temporarily attached to the Medical Research
Council in this country, and he undertook some special
duties for the Admiralty, visiting India in this connexion.
He was also at the Royal Aircraft Establishment, Farn-
borough, for a time, again working bn some of the avia-
tion problems which had first engaged his attention at
the end of the 1914-18 war. He was awarded the C.B.E.
in 1946, and other honours and distinctions came his way
in the years immediately following the war.

In 1917 he married Miss Dorothy Rufford Livesey, who
survives him with one son and one daughter.

J. G. G. writes: May I add a word of personal apprecia-
tion of a man whose friendship I valued highly. I first met
Cuthbert Bazett during the retreat from Mons in 1914, and
remember well the stimulus that his bright, courageous
spirit brought to our tired and dispirited field ambulance.
Soon after this, during the fighting on the Aisne, ourC.,
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