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sante, irréversible et s’accompagnant d’atypie cellulaire) et
systématisée des cellules réticulaires et histiocytaires qui peuvent
soit rester sur place, soit passer dans le sang sous forme de
monocytes plus on moins typiques.” Despite the fact that
some of the views put forward in this monograph may not be
fully acceptable to all workers, a most stimulating contribution
to a confused subject has been presented.

The work of Drs. van der Meer and Zeldenrust from the

University of Leiden sets out to present a clinico-pathological -

account of diseases of unknown aetiology associated with the
reticulo-endothelial system. Little new in this confused field of
study is presented, and the review of literature is largely con-
fined to that coming from the Continent, American contribu-
tions being largely ignored. The fundamental concept is
retained which divides diseases of supposedly hyperplastic
origin from those which are thought to be true malignant
tumours and applies the separate titles reticulosis and reticulo-
sarcoma to them. No new evidence, either clinical or patho-
logical, is presented to substantiate this claim, however.

The reticuloses are described as acute or chronic, but little
attempt is made to correlate this clinical subdivision with patho-
logical entities. Reticulosarcomata are described as being
localized or generalized, but no stress is laid upon the prog-
nostic significance of these varieties. The authors’ presentation
suffers from an inadequate English translation which makes it
difficult sometimes to follow their reasoning.

GEORGE LuUMB.

MODERN PRACTICE IN PSYCHIATRY

Modern Practice in Psychological Medicine, 1949. Edited by

J. R. Rees, M.D. (Pp. 470 and an Appendix. £2 10s.) London:

Butterworth. 1949.
The editor explains that this well-produced volume is intended
for medical students and general practitioners, not for specialists
in psychiatry. He has invoked the aid of twenty-eight collabor-
ators with widely different backgrounds and viewpoints, who
have contributed essays on the topics assigned to them. The
result is a most uneven production with much overlapping
and repetition and some regrettable omissions. The treatment
recommended varies, and sometimes flatly contradictory
opinions are expressed. Difficulties of this kind are likely to
arise in any symposium in default of the most rigorous editorial
planning and pruning, but they are specially likely to arise
in a relatively short volume on psychological medicine which
covers an undefined field without proper delimitations between
the different parts of it.

In view of the title the medical student and general practi-
tioner may reasonably expect to find clear guidance on practical
problems of diagnosis and treatment, but both may be excused
if at times they feel baffled and bewildered by the work. In
particular, the therapeutic implications of expositions in terms
of “dynamic” psychopathology are puzzling to the reader,
for they seem to lead to the deduction that patients should be
analysed, which, it is then pointed out, is for the specialist.
The chapter on physical methods of treatment is disappointing:
and what is the beginner likely to make of such obiter dicta
as that of Dr. Brock Chisholm, who identifies “ amongst factors
that commonly tend to slow, to distort, or to prevent satis-
factory mental and social development . . . teaching of children
to believe in the reality of phantasies such as fairies and Santa
Claus. . . ”?

In brief, the book does not fulfil its intended purpose, as
a random collection of essays on ‘psychiatric topics can scarcely
be expected to do. Yet in spite of the lack of editorial
planning both student and general practitioner could gain much
from it, for in parts the symposium is not only good but excel-
lent. The section on sexuality and the sexual disorders, by
Professor D. Ewen Cameron, and that on psychosomatic
medicine, by Dr. E. D. Wittkower, both contain much interest-
ing matter ; while among many valuable essays “ Nature and
Nurture—The Factor of Inheritance,” by Dr. Eliot Slater (which
is all too short), “ Psychiatry and Neurology,” by Dr. Russell
Brain, “ Mental Deficiency,” by Dr. E. O. Lewis, and “The
Schizophrenic Disorders,” by Dr. Hunter Gillies, are out-

standing. DEeEsMOND CURRAN.
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