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albumin is therefore omitted, except for a reference on page
159 which incorrectly refers to page 481. The space allotted
to each subject is uneven, for much more attention is given to
agglutination tests (which must be mostly the work of expert
pathologists) than to those required in the control of dehydra-
tion in infancy. Apart from these criticisms the book will be
warmly welcomed by clinicians concerned with the interpreta-
tion of tests. The index is adequate and the standard of
production good. ALAN MONCRIEFF.

ANAESTHETICS FOR CHILDREN
Pediatric Anesthesia. By M. Digby Leigh, M.D., and M.
Kathleen Belton, M.D. (Pp. 240; illustrated. $5.50 or
£1 7s. 6d.) New York and London: The Macmillan Company.
1948.

The budding anaesthetist has not long embarked upon his career
before he finds that babies and young children do not behave
like scaled-down adults but present many unexpected problems
of their own. Babies develop obstructed airways at the slightest
provocation, their tidal exchange is so small that the normal
respiratory valves on gas-oxygen apparatus are unsatisfactory,
and the absence of dead-space and avoidance of carbon dioxide
build-up become of paramount importance. The smooth induc-
tion of anaesthesia is difficult, and the choice and introduction
of tracheal tubes demand much consideration.

All these and many other matters are discussed admirably in
this book, but the publisher's claim that it is the first on the
subject is in error by over a quarter of a century. All forms
of general, local, and spinal techniques are described in a lucid
fashion, and ancillary subjects such as oxygen and fluid therapy
are also discussed. The illustrations are good, but would be
better if the features of the babies' faces had not been
eliminated ; as it is, an unnecessarily macabre effect is obtained.

C. LANGTON HEWER.

PLASTIC SURGERY
Surgery of the Hand. By Sterling Bunnell, M.D. 2nd edition
(Pp. 930; illustrated. £5.) London: J. B. Lippincott. 1949.
Plastic Surgery of the Nose. By Albert P. Seltzer, M.D.,
F.A.C.S. (Pp. 305; illustrated. £3 12s.) London: J. B.
Lippincott. 1949.

The early appearance of the second edition of Bunnell's work
is a sufficient indication that surgeons as a whole share the
opinion of the original reviewers and accept it as a standard
textbook. The most obvious addition to the new volume is the
inclusion of a chapter on tumours of the hand, but it is the
rewriting of short sections in the main text that has added most
to the value and completeness of the edition. Lesions of the
hand likely to be met with by the average surgeon are all ade-
quately described within its pages. It is no exaggeration to say
that the increasing importance attached to the surgery of the
hand derives largely from Bunnell's work, and it is to be hoped
that this excellent volume will be available to all those who are
called upon to treat the increasing number of hand injuries
with which industry and the roads present us.
Approximately the first third of Dr. Seltzer's book is con-

cerned with the anatomy of the nose and with the preparations
which precede operation on it. The remaining two-thirds are
occupied with descriptions and illustrations of operations for
the correction of nasal deformities. More stress is laid on the
correction of skeletal defects than upon reconstruction after
losses of soft tissue, and for this reason the work is incomplete.
Within its limited scope, however, it is a concise and accurate
resume of current practice. RAINSFORD MOWLEM.

In The Food of the People, by Sir Noel Curtis-Bennett (pp. 320;
illustrated; 16s.; London: Faber and Faber, 1949), the author traces
the evolution of comnmunal feeding in this country from the time
of the mediaeval manorial manor to the modern industrial canteen.
He is especially concerned with the variations in the attitude of
employers towards their responsibility for seeing that their work-
people have the opportunities for obtaining a sufficiency of suitable
food. The book is easy to read, well printed and well illustrated, and
can be recommentded as an introductory study for a young business
executive eager to learn about his social responsibilities. Lord
Woolton has added a preface.
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