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him that it was a very genuine effort on our part to put the
case for a way of life and a method of service to which we
are devoted and in which we whole-heartedly believe. We do
not wish to be involved in any invidious arguments about
relative efficiency, but we believe that, in the straightforward
cases in which we endeavour to give our best, the relative
advantage of a possible loss of a slight degree of efficiency
is far more than balanced by the increased human handling,
born of close contact and personal acquaintance.
With regard to his strong point about efficiency: perhaps

it will suffice to say that no treatment is undertaken unless
we feel quite sure the experience available to us makes us
competent to perform it efficiently; otherwise it is readily
passed on to other hospitals and specialists more expert in
those cases than ourselves. This the G.P. consultant has
to do to safeguard his local reputation.

I trust he and others in the profession will think again before
damning to eventual extinction a section of his profession
which he admits has rendered valuable and irreplaceable ser-
vice, and will allow us a chance to make our full and honest
contribution to personal medical service.-I am, etc.,

Tiverton, Devon. GEORGE LowE.

His Own Doctor
SIR,-The ruling that doctors may not prescribe for them-

selves under the N.H.S. is a type of restriction which will only
embitter the profession still more against the Service. It is
a petty and unnecessary regulation, which suggests either that
we are no longer to be regarded as professional men and
women of integrity with a sense of responsibility or that most
of us are potential drug addicts.

It has always been the custom for us to treat ourselves for
all ordinary ailments, only calling on our colleagues for those
that are more serious or when we feel that the responsibility
would be shared or lifted. After all, if there is evidence that
we have over-prescribed, the Minister has a remedy. This is
a fatuous ruling which should be resisted on principle.
Are we expected still further to subsidize the Service-as if

we had not done enough already-by buying our own remedies,
or are we to put notices outside our waiting-room doors:
" Surgery closed-Doctor has gone to his own doctor to obtain
a prescription for a bottle of linctus" ?-I am, etc.,

London, S.W.19. A. D. BELILIOS.

H.M. Forces Appointments

TERRITORIAL ARMY
ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

Captains F. W. Newby-Good, E. J. Ewell, G. V. Cole, A. M.
Stalker, and J. D. Finnegan have been granted the acting rank of
Major.

Lieutenants G. A. Bell, R. Semple, S. R. F. Whittaker, C. T. A.
Burgess, O.B.E., J. P. Mitchell, P. M. Davies, F. C..Garrow, and
R. W. Biagi to be Captains, and have been granted the acting rank
of Major.

J. F. Philip to be Lieutenant, and has been granted the acting rank
of Major.

REGULAR ARMY: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

Captains C. W. G. Cough and I. B. Sen Gupta have relinquished
their commissions and have been granted the honorary rank of Major.
War Substantive Captains J. W. Doupe, T. R. Morley, G. H.

Henry, and A. G. Richards have relinquished their commissions and
have been granted the honorary rank of Major.

COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICE
The following appointments have been announced: W. R. G.

Thomas, M.B., Medical Officer, Tanganyika; J. Goodey, M.R.C.S.,
Medical Officer, Specialist (Temporary), Jamaica; Miss E. W. Smith,
M.B., D.M.R.E., Radiologist, Barbados General Hospital; R. S.
Johnston, M.B., D.T.M.&H., D.P.H., J. C. Milne, M.B., D.T.M.&H.,
D.P.H., and C. H. Williams, M.B., D.T.M.&H., D.P.H., Superscale
Medical Officers. Grade A, Federation of Malaya; R. E. Anderson.
M.B., D.T.M.&H., D.P.H., H. Scrimgeour, M.B., D.T.M.&H., and
T. F. Strang, M.B., Superscale Medical Officers, Grade B, Federation
of Malaya; C. E. Bevan, M.R.C.S., D.T.M.&H., Medical Officer
Specialist (Tuberculosis), Cyprus; A. C. E. Cole, M.D., M.R.C.P.,

D.T.M.&H., Medical Specialist, Tanganyika; J. W. Field, M.D.,
Director of the Institute of Medical Research, Federation of Malaya;
R. B. Heisch, M.B., Senior Pathologist, Kenya; J. F. MacDonald,
F.R.C.S., Senior Specialist (Surgical), Northern Rhodesia; D. J. M.
Mackenzie, M.B., Director of Medical Services, Nyasaland; J.
Taylor, M.B., D.T.M.&H., D.P.H., Medical Officer of Health, Fiji;
E. M. McLean, M.D., Medical Officer, Grade B, Trinidad; L. A. H.
McShine, M.B., Medical Officer, Grade A, Tripidad; M. S. Sindhu,
F.R.C.S., Medical Officer, Aden.

Association Notices

AREAS OF HOLLAND AND LINCOLN DIVISIONS
Notice is hereby given by the Council to all concerned that it
is proposed to transfer the following areas from the Lincoln
to the Holland Division

Urban District of Skegness.
That part of the R.D. of Spilsby comprising the Civil

Parishes of Wainfleet all Saints, Friskney, Stickney, Croft,
New Leake, Eastville.
Any member affected by this proposal and objecting thereto

is requested to write to the Secretary of the Association by
Atug. 27, 1949, stating the objection and the ground therefor.

CHARLES HILL,
Secretary.

ADJUSTMENT OF AREAS OF CORNWALL AND
PLYMOUTH DIVISIONS

Notice is hereby given by the Council of the following proposal
made by the Plymouih Division:
That the Urban Districts of Torpoint, Looe, and Callington, the

Municipal Boroughs of Saltash and Liskeard, and the Rural Districts
of St. Germans, Calstock, Liskeard, and Launceston be transferred
from the Cornwall Division to the Plymouth Division.

Any member or Division affected by the proposed changes
and objecting thereto should write to the Secretary of the
Association by Aug. 30, 1949, stating the objection and the
grounds therefor.

CHARLES HILL,
Secretary.

Meetings of Branches and Divisions
BOLTON DIvIsION

The annual general meeting of the Bolton Division resolved to
circularize all practitioners in the area about the B.M.A. policy
concerning Public Health Service:

" The Association has made repeated attempts during recent months
to open negotiations on permanent scales of remuneration for medical
officers in the Public Health Service. Owing to the unwillingness of
local authorities to begin discussions under the machinery recom-
mended by the Government for this purpose, the Council is not
prepared to accept local authority advertisements for publication in
the British Medical Journal unless the salaries offered are in con-
formity with the Association's own proposals.

" It is believed that some local authorities contemplate approaching
general practitioners to undertake extra part-time duties and thus
cover the work normally falling within the province of a whole-time
medical officer. A strong appeal is made on behalf of the Council
of the Branch to general practitioners to decline such offers.

" Inherent in this dispute with the local authorities is the question
of compulsory arbitration, an issue of crucial importance to the
general practitioner as well as to the public health medical officer. If
every member of the profession co-operatps by declining to apply for,
or to accept, any appointment of the kind referred to in this note,
the day when negotiations can be opened will be appreciably
hastened."

SURREY BRANCH
The following officers were elected at the annual general meeting

on June .22. President: Dr. L. J. Barford. President-elect: Dr.
S. A. Forbes. Vice-presidents: Dr. R. R. Powell and Mr. R. M.
Savege. Hon. secretary and treasurer: Dr. J. W. Starkey. Hon.
auditor: Dr. H. R. Cran. Public health representatives: Dr. K. A.
Soutar and Dr. S. L. Wright.

Correction
In our report of the Roman Catholic service held at Harrogate on

June 30 (Supplement, July 9, p. 41) we incorrectly said that the
address was given by the Bishop of Leeds. In fact it was given
by the Reverend H. P. Hennelly.
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