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Obituary

L. CARNAC RIVETT, M.CHIR., F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G.

Mr. W. Gilliatt, President of the Royal College of Obstetricians
and Gynaecologists, writes: I first met Louis Rivett at the
Middlesex Hospital in 1911, when he became a dresser on the
surgical firm in which I was the house-surgeon. It was per-
haps not unusual to discover a dresser who finished his ward
work in less than an hour, but it was unusual to find that that
dresser's work had been very thoroughly and carefully done.
This speed and efficiency, omitting all but essentials, was
characteristic of him throughout his life. He collected higher
degrees with the same ease and rapidity; later he acquired
hospital staff appointments just as quickly, and still later
through his speed and dexterity in operating he acquired wide
renown. He was a representative of the members of the Royal
College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists on the first Council
of the College, and though a junior in years he soon gained
the reputation of holding strong views of his own. No help
that he was asked to give the College found him wanting, and
to suggest that he should write a memorandum or act as chair-
man of a subcommittee was to ensure that the matter would be
thoroughly and quickly dealt with.

Rivett had the happy gift of making friends. He loved the
good things of life, and his tall, spare frame, friendly smile,
and happy chatter were seen to advantage at the meetings of
hospital dining clubs (often created by him) and of the Gynaeco-
logical Club. He displayed the same enthusiasm in filling up

his hours of leisure as he did in surmounting the problems
inherent to professional life. The last years of his life were

clouded by the death of his wife, followed shortly by that of
his only son in the Far East, and, as if this were not enough,
within a few months he was stricken with an incurable disease
which he treated with a contempt that was amazing. To visit
him during his illness was a lesson in courage and fortitude.

Dr. ISAAc GIBSON MODLIN died on July 25 at the age of 82,
and the county borough of Sunderland lost one of its most
devoted sons and the profession on Wearside its respected
senior member. Modlin, who was a native of Sunderland,
spent his working life in practice there after a spell afloat as

ship surgeon. He died in harness after a remarkably full life
of notable public and professional service. He had been an

active member of the local council, a far-seeing chairman of its
health committee, and mayor of the town in 1928-30. He
joined the British Medical Association in 1993 and served with
enthusiasm on the executive committee and as divisional secre-

tary, representative, and later chairman. He was president of
the North of England Branch in 1931-2, and at the annual
meeting at Newcastle-upon-Tyne in 1921 he was vice-president
of the section of preventive medicine. For many years he was

honorary surgeon at the Monkwearmouth and Southwick
Hospital. As long ago as 1906 he began to lecture to ambu-
lance workers and he fostered and encouraged the growth of
the St. John Ambulance Brigade and Association for a period
of fifty years. He was an examiner in first aid and home
nursing and continued this work up to the time of his death.
One can safely say that the Sunderland Ambulance Corps owes

its prominent position to Dr. Modlin's exertions. From August.
1914, to April, 1919, Modlin was commandant and honorary
surgeon to a Voluntary Aid Hospital staffed by V.A.D. nurses.

He was also trustee for the properties which, through his efforts,
became the local headquarters of the St. John Ambulance
corps. For these services he was raised to the knighthood of
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, and he was also admitted
to the Order of the British Empire. The recent war found
him as keen as ever, though physically less capable, and his
aid post at Whitburn, of which he was very proud, worked
with smooth efficiency through the war years. He was an

enthusiastic supporter of Sunderland's Association Football

Club, of which he became a director.

Dr. DONALD CAMPBELL died on Aug. 7 at the age of 60. He
had been a general practitioner of outstanding merit in the
Western Isles. While still very young he left his native parish
of Ness and settled in New Zealand. During his stay there he
cherished the ambition of studying medicine, and ten years later

returned to Edinburgh, where, after a successful academic
career, in which he gained many distinctions, he graduated
M.B., Ch.B. in 1921. He then practised for a time in a mining
area and later was appointed medical officer of the extensive
district of Lochs, Lewis, where his outstanding physique helped
him to battle against the uncharted depths of Loch Erisort
or manipulate his motor-cycle over hazardous tracks to distant
villages. Dr. Campbell was much esteemed by his fellow
practitioners. He was of a quiet, gentle, retiring nature, of
few words but very much to the point when he did express
himself on any subject. Humility was the key note of his
personality, and only when meeting him in the circle of his
own home did one fully appreciate the greatness of his
character. He had been a member of the British Medical
Association for 24 years, and chairman of the Outer Isles Divi-
sion of the B.M.A. He is survived by Mrs. Campbell, his son,
and two daughters, to whom the Island com-munity extend their
sympathy. A. M.

Dr. WILLIAM GLASSE WATSON, after a short illness, died on
Aug. 10 in Cambridge, where he had been practising ophthal-
mology since 1939. In that year he left his general practice
in London, following an attack of coronary thrombosis, and,
after acting as a locumtenent in an ophthalmic practice for
four years, stayed on in Cambridge in practice on his own.
Born in Ayrshire in 1895, Watson was educated at Kilmarnock
Academy, and on the outbreak of war enlisted in the Highland
Light Infantry. He was commissioned in December, 1915, and
served in France for three years, afterwards becoming an
instructor in the Royal Flying Corps. In 1919 he began his
medical studies in the University of Glasgow, but because of
a threatened tuberculous infection he was advised to transfer
to Aberdeen. He graduated M.B., Ch.B. there in 1924, and
became assistant medical superintendent at the Ayrshire Sana-
torium, New Carmnock. As a result of his work there he
published in Tubercle a paper on the prognostic significance
of the von Pirquet reaction in adults. Watson practised in
Blackheath from 1927 until 1939, and also attended at the
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital. In 1938 he obtained the
diploma in ophthalmic medicine and surgery. Ill-health forced
him to abandon general practice, and the outbreak of war
presented him with the opportunity of specialized practice in
Cambridge. He was appointed clinical assistant to the ophthal-
mic department of Addenbrooke's Hospital, a position he held
up to the time of his death. He was a craftsman of an extra-
ordinarily high order. Not only was he skilled as an operator,
but his manual dexterity, resourcefulness, and inventiveness
extended even to violins and trout flies. The latter he tied
with a brilliance of technique second to pone, and he was
skilled in luring the shyest trout to its dopm. He produced
melodies from his self-fashioned instruments, and he could
make a fishing-rod, knit a sock, keep an apiary under proper
control, and write a detective novel. His varied interests and
intense good humour brought him many friends, who remember
him with real affection as a loyal and generous man. As a
doctor he was always painstaking, conscientious, and kind. He
leaves a widow and three young daughters.-E. G. R.

Dr. JOHN WILLIAM HUNTER died suddenly at Ipswich on
Aug. 26 at the age of 47. Dr. Hunter was a student at
Edinburgh University and he took the M.B., Ch.B. in 1924,
proceeding M.D. in 1929, after taking his D.P.H. at Durham a
year previously. Dr. Hunter was in general practice for two
years and he was also on the staff of the Hebburn-on-Tyne
Accident Infirmary. He entered the public health service in
Newcastle-upon-Tyne in 1926 as assistant tuberculosis officer
and was later appointed resident medical officer in the City
Hospital for Infectious Diseases. In 1929 he went to Norwich
as assistant medical officer of health and he was also in charge
of the infectious diseases hospital there. He held the same
appointment in Blackbum and then at Walsall. He left
Walsall for Portsmouth in 1934 and did valuable work there.
A year later, however, he was appointed medical officer of
health and school and port medical officer at Ipswich.
Dr. Hunter had been a member of the British Medical Associa-
tion for over twenty years and he served on the Insurance Acts
Committee during the war. He was responsible for a number
of articles in the medical press on scarlet fever antitoxin,
diphtheria, and dysenteric infections.

J. F. writes: With the sudden and unexpected passing of John
William Hunter preventive medicine has lost one of its most
able practitioners. Although the hospital claimed his first atten-

tion, his interests were wide and he did not snare himself in the
cause of public health in Ipswich. He gave himself to the war

effort unstintingly and won the admiration of his council by
his organization of the medical side of civil defence. Perhaps
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his neglect of himself in his devotion to Ipswich during the war
may have had some bearing on his early death. It is said in
Ipswich that John Hunter attended every "incident" through-
out the war and personally directed the medical services on the
spot. All through the war he was the chairman of the local
medical war committee. Of those activities outside offcial
duties which interested him, the Society of Medical Officers of
Health took precedence. The Eastern Branch, owing to the
large area covered, had not been able to secure well-attended
meetings, and did not display that life which he wished. He
threw himself into the task of revivifying the branch, and at an
early stage his colleagues made him the honorary secretary.
It is largely due to Hunter's boundless enthusiasm that the
Eastern Branch now represents a very active section of the
Society. He served the Branch on the parent council of the
Society, and was also a member of the council of the Royal
Sanitary Institute, being one of their examiners.

It was only necessary to know Hunter to like him. All
those under whom he worked were impressed by his loyalty.
He had a kindly nature and did much to help those subordinate
to him. He endeavoured to find good in everybody and was
one of those few men who have no enemies. Dr. Hunter died
just as he had acquired rich experience in all sections of public
health work, and had been acknowledged by his colleagues as
a man of sound judgment. In these days of great changes and
upheavals the public health service can ill afford to lose a
man of such wide experience as Hunter, who, at the age of 47,
was at the height of his capacity for administrative effort and
had so much before him. In thinking of that loss, we must not
forget the far greater tragedy which has befallen a devoted wife
and two fine boys. To Mrs. Hunter and her sons we extend
our deep sympathy.

Prof. THEODOR FROLICH, who was born in 1870 and who
died on Aug. 14, was well known for his work oIn experimental
scurvy. This was carried out in co-operation with Prof. Axel
Holst, and they gave the first classic account of these investiga-
tions jointly in 1907. Frolich was prof_ssor of paediatrics at
the University of Oslo till he retired on reaching the age limit
in 1940. He was also for many years President of the Norwegian
National Association against Tuberculosis, and in 1930 he pre-
sided over the congress in Oslo of the International Union
against Tuberculosis.

Medico- Legal

LESBIANISM AS CRUELTY

[FROM OUR MEDICO-LEGAL CORRESPONDENT]

The law takes no direct account of sexual perversion in women.
Lesbian practices are not criminal acts unless they involve
assault. and they do not afford ground for divorce. The House
of Lords would not even discuss the amendment moved by
Lord Dawson to Herbert's Bill to have them included in the
new grounds. Legal authorities have, however, suggested that
perversion in a wife might conceivably amount to legal cruelty,
and the court has just confirmed this view in Gardner v.
Gardner.'
The parties were married in 1938, and even before the

marriage the wife had been living with another woman in
what the husband alleged to have been an unnatural relation-
ship, though this, together with all the other allegations, was
denied by the wife. Letters showed that her attitude to sex
was one of repulsion. Several months before the marriage,
for instance, she wrote: "Couldn't you read between the lines
and realize that I wanted no sexual contact with you? I hate
being pawed about-I loathe to have the abhorrent fact that
I am a woman accentuated." Also, before the marriage, she
made arrangements to live with her former companion instead
of her husband. The husband acquiesced in the hope, he said,
that under the influence of his affection the association might
die with the lapse of time. After the marriage he visited her
from time to time and tried without success to persuade her
to leave the woman and join him. He said in court that the
two women actually discussed the details of their relationship
in his presence. Next year the wife returned to him for a
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short time, but formed further unnatural friendships with
women, and remained away from him until 1942, by which
time his health had been affected by the worry which her
conduct had caused him. After her return in that year the
couple had intercourse several times and she became pregnant.
During her pregnancy she became infatuated with another
woman. She took little interest in the child, but the couple
lived together until 1944, when they were bombed out and had
to go to the country ; even so the wife persisted in sleeping in
London part of the week and wearing male clothing all the
time-according to the husband, to ridicule his family. He
started divorce proceedings and, being distressed at the idea
of divorce, she gave up the men's clothes and had intercourse
with him once; then she went back to the bombed house and
soon afterwards left him for good. She wrote him some letters
about a project to have herself changed into a man by hormone
treatment and operation.
The judge found that the husband's evidence of her sexual

perversion was corroborated by these letters, and that her
explanation that the statements were a fantastic form of shock
treatment designed to extort money did not destroy the infer-
ence to be drawn from them. He believed the husband's state-
ment that he had been so patient because he was desperately
fond of his wife and regarded himself as the only person in a
position to try to get her back to normality and to keep a
contact which made persuasion possible. His lordship found
that the husband had proved a course of conduct consisting of
wilful and unjustifiable acts on the part of the wife directed
towards him which not only did injury to his health but also
caused reasonable apprehension of such injury; and he accord-
ingly granted the husband his divorce.

Correction.-The Secretary of the Pharnmaceutical Society of Great
Britain writes: The attention of the Society has been drawn to your
issue of July 19 last on page 114 of which your medico-legal
correspondent reports on the decisions delivered in a recent test
action taken between this Society and Potter and Clarke, Limited,
concerning the interpretation of the Pharmacy and Medicines Act,
1941. At the end ofjthe second paragraph of this report it appears
that the learned correspondent has misunderstood the judgment given
in the Chancery Court so far as it concerns the use of the word
" linctus." Reference to the judgment will show that Mr. Justice
Wynn-Parry held that the word " linctus" was in itself a recom-
mendation within the meaning of the Act, a finding which was
not disputed by the plaintiffs in the action in the subsequent Appeal.

Universities and Colleges
I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I

ROYAL FACULTY OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS
OF GLASGOW

At a meeting of the Faculty held on Monday, Sept. 1, with Prof.
Geoffrey B. Fleming, the President, in the chair, the Right Honour-
able Colonel Walter Elliot was admitted as an Honorary Fellow.
In introducing him the President said that the Faculty's roll of
Honoraiy Fellows was almost entirely made up from those who had
distinguished themselves in some branch of medicine, and although
Colonel Elliot had done notable scientific work his greatest claim
to distinction arose from services to the State in many high Govern-
ment offices.
At the same meeting the following were admitted Fellows of

Faculty qua Physician: T. Anderson, M.D., 0. T. Brown, M.B.,
R. W. Carslaw, M.D., R. S. Duff, M.B., R. A. K. Harper, M.B.,
D. Jamieson, M.B., J. Leckie, M.B., E. McC. McGirr, M.B.,
D. Macrae, M.B., E. S. Monteiro, M.D., J. M. Smith, M.B., B. M.
Steen, L.R.C.P.&S.J4d.
The following were admitted Fellows of Faculty qua Surgeon:

J. Aitken, M.B., R. Barnes, F.R.C.S., L. Baumann, L.R.C.P.&S.Ed.,
Y. Bodhe, M.B., D. B. Brown, F.R.C.S., A. H. Bruce, M.R.C.S.,
D. H. Clark, M.B., T. Graham, M.B., S. Horowitz, L.R.C.P.&S.Ed.,
V. V. McCusker, M.B., K. H. Shubbar, M.D., W. Sillar, M.B.,
A. Young, M.B.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND
Prof. Alfred Blalock, Professor of Surgery, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, will deliver a Moynihan Lecture at the College (Lincoln's
Inn Fields, W.C.) on Friday, Sept. 26, at 5 p.m. His subject is
" Congenital Cardiovascular Defects with Particular Reference to
Coarctation of Aorta " (motion picture).

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.4524.471 on 20 S
eptem

ber 1947. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

