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population. He described an experiment on mice in which
sulphetrone had been combined with streptomycin; the success-
ful result was not due to cumulative but to synergic action.

Finally, Dr. I. A. B. Cathie described the application of
streptomycin in tuberculous meningitis and miliary tubercu-
losis at the Hospital for Sick Children. The relapse rate was
so high that a longer follow-up than had yet been possible was
required, and therefore, he said, his remarks were in no sense
a report on these cases. Twenty cases had been treated, all
under the age of 7. Administration had been intramuscular
and intrathecal, both attended by a certain amount of pain.
He and his colleagues were leaning more to intramuscular
administration alone, and reactions were fewer with the newer
batches of streptomycin. The blood sedimentation rate nearly
always fell in the initial stages of treatment with streptomycin,
and rose again as the case failed to respond and death
approached, in contrast to the usual course of events. No renal
changes were observed and no alteration in the blood count.
He believed that streptomycin provided something in the treat-
ment of tuberculosis which had not existed before. If not a
life-saver it was a life-prolonger. In meningitis the results had
been disappointing; in miliary cases they had been encouraging,
and so far there had been no deaths and the clinical and
radiological improvement had been striking. How long adminis-
tration should be continued was still not known, nor was it yet
determined what was the best route and whether administration
should be continuous or intermittent.
A report on the later sessions of the conference will appear

next week.

Reports of Societies

SOCIETY OF- MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH

The County Borough Group of the Society of Medical Officers
of Health held its Annual Meeting from July 18 to 21 at York,
under. the presidency of Dr. W. S. WALTON, G.M. Dr. A. B.
WILLIAMSON (Portsmouth) was elected president of- the Group
for the coming year, and Dr. J. GREENWOOD WILSON (Cardiff)
was re-elected secretary. To mark the centenary of the
appointment of the first medical officer of health, the
customary inaugural dinner on the first evening was made
more formal than usual with a "top table" which included
His Grace the Archbishop of York, Sir Wilson Jameson, Sir
Allen Daley, Dr. W. W. A. Kelly, chairman of the York Health
Committee, and Dr. Peter Macdonald.

Social Medicine
Among the addresses given at the Conference was one by

Prof. J. C. SPENCE on " The Conduct of Investigations in the
Field of Medicine and Social Medicine." He emphasized the
importance of these investigations and suggested that when the
new National Health Service was fully in operation the medical
officer of health should have more time and opportunity to
carry them out. Having outlined the essential qualities that
seemed to be common to all successful research workers,
Prof. Spence urged that the medical officer of health should be
inspired by the conception that he was the real community
doctor and should be medical adviser in any field whatsoever-
hospitals, education, housing, and even roads. The question
must always be asked, Is this for the welfare of the citizen ?
The medical officer was responsible for finding the answer.
To provide that answer he should be prepared to organize,
even if he did not carry them out himself, the necessary and
relevant social surveys or sociological research.

Dr. CvRs BANKS (Nottingham) opened a full and long dis-
cussion on the operation of the National Health Service Act,
1946. This session was wound up by replies from Sir WILSON
JAMESON- and his deputy, Dr. J. A. CHARLES. Dr. ANDREW
TOPPING (late deputy director-general, U.N.R.R.A.) gave an
account of the work of that organization and Dr. ARTHUR
MASSEY explained his ideas as to the work of the new medical
service which he is organizing for the Ministry of National
Insurance.

Correspondence

Medicine in the United States
SIR,-I trust this belated correspondence will be excused,

but I have but recently read the remarks of Drs. Connolly
(July 19, p. 108), Tanner (Aug. 2, p. 189), Sutton (June 28,
p. 948). and Simpson (June 28, p. 949) in your Journal and
must say that I find their comments on medical education,
particularly in America, of the greatest interest. It was my
very good fortune to study in Boston, and the clinical-
pathological conference, colloquially reduced to C.P.C. in
student parlance, was a feature of the clinical-i.e., the third
and fourth years-of our medical curriculum. In fact it was
with some amazement that I learned that it was not commonly
held in all American teaching centres, although you must not
take' me for an authority on this. However, the gentlemen
who wrote did not precisely describe this significant feature
of medical education in this country, and, having witnessed
many in Boston, where, I believe, the practice was originated
by Dr. Richard C. Cabot at the Massachusetts General Hospital,
I take' the liberty of describing those in which I participated.
As you know, there are several medical schools in Boston, and

Harvard and my own school, that at Boston University, habitually
alternated in selecting from their remotest and best-hidden records
some case which had been carefully studied on the wards and
which subsequently came to necropsy. A suitable abstract of this
case would be mimeographed and made available at either medical
school and at other depots in Boston, particularly through the
Massachusetts Memorial Hospitals, the Massachusetts General Hos-
pital, and the Boston City Hospital. This would take place about
a week in advance of the appointed date, and at that point perhaps
300 and even 500 students, interns, residents, visitors, faculty
members, etc., would gather in either of the large auditoriums at
the Boston City Hospital which are fitted for projection of slides,
etc.

Students are required to make primary and secondary diagnoses in
writing and to hand them in to a junior faculty member. The
exercises open with the introduction of the man, usually a distin-
guished member of the other faculty, though this is not always true,
and he, using only the facts allowed the students, with perhaps an
occasional question legitimized by a misprint in the copy or which
is outside his particular field, proceeds to analyse 'the case and to
make a diagnosis.
Then the students' diagnoses, which have been tabulated, are read

as so many for this disease, so many for that, and there is frequently
much laughter as some particularly exotic malady is mentioned or
a medical malapropism employed. There is then a question period
and the pathologist, who always is right, since he saw, reads the
necropsy protocol and shows pictures, frequently in colour, of the
actual case itseif.

Lest this sound dull, be assured that it is not. It would burden
your patience, gentlemen, to go into detail, but brilliant diagnoses
have been hazarded by distinguished gentlemen who would have been
much embarrassed if their opinions were not substantiated, so far
out on a limb had they hung their verdicts. There have even been
occasions for applause when only the central figure or perhaps a
student was the only one among many to be found correct. (Those
who have access to the New England Journal of Medicine may read
the Cabot C.P.C. each week.)

May I add that I feel it most important for American and
English medical personnel to be in the most intimate contact
with each other? I should have written directly to Messrs.
Connolly and Sutton, but their addresses, of which one'example
was Ely, Cambs', completely defeated me. Your courtesy has
been much appreciated and your Journal is much valued,.
I am, etc.,
New York. HAROLD RAOUL WAINERDI.

Poliomyelitis
SIR,-Dr. Muriel B. O'Doherty raises (Aug. 30, p. 325) an

interesting point in her letter in connexion with the trans-
mission of the poliomyelitis virus through soft fruit. A few
years ago strawberries were incriminated at Braintree, as far as
I can remember, but I have no literature to hand. The present
epidemic coincides with the appearance in shops and on coster
barrows of a welter of pears, peaches, plums, pineapples, dates,
and cherries, many of them overblown. This fruit has been
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