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of the University education is that it gives the student
freedom to teach himself, and in this "doing" and
"observing" are the best instruments and a necessary
prelude to reading and thinking. Bernard Shaw once
said: " He who can does; he who cannot teaches." The
medical teacher is one of the exceptions to this in that he
both does and teaches. First and foremost he is a " doer,"
which perhaps makes him impatient with the problems of
teaching. However dissatisfied those in the medical schools
may be with the present type of student, we would suggest
that they should seek to become dissatisfied with current
methods of teaching.

A GOODLY FELLOWSHIP
"A man's virtue is surely to be perceived in his attitude to
suffering: The lowest among us are they who inflict suffer-
ing and laugh at it and those who decline to take huma-an
suffering into account when making their plans for aggran-
dizement and expansion. Only those who face suffering
with tenderness and attempt to assuage it have reached full
human stature. To these last you belong." In these lofty
words Prof. F. A. E. Crew epitomized the inspiration and
motive of the man who adopts medicine as a vocation.
He was proposing a toast at the Final Medical Year Dinner
at Edinburgh a few months ago. He spoke as one separ-
ated from his audience by " great disparity of age." Despite
the numerical difference between his age and the average
age of his audience his address showed how the truly
scientific mind remains perpetually youthful. In his well-
chosen words he caught the high note of inspiration
which sums up the idealism of the young man who feels
called to practise medicine-a note inevitably lacking in
the more solemn contributions to the problems of medical
education, but in these days of austerity and materialistic
thinking more needed than ever before. "We," he said,
"who must shortly hand on the torch to our successors
sorely need your reinforcement, and so we bid you wel-
come. We are permitted to refresh our hopes at the springs
of your youth." In a moving tribute to the dead, and
claiming for medicine a special function in preserving the
ideals for which the sacrifice of war had been made, he
added: " You belong to that goodly fellowship of medicine
which is dedicated to the betterment of man and of society;
and of all the instruments that are now being used for the
amelioration of mankind there is none so powerful, none
so beneficent as is medicine, which demands for its service
and elicits in its practice the noblest qualities with which
mankind is potentially endowed."
Government, Crew went on, was increasingly occupied

with " the satisfaction of human biological needs," and for
this reason the profession of medicine held a pre-eminent
position. So he urged his listeners to beware lest they
lost " that intellectual honesty which at this moment is
undoubtedly your most prized possession." The world
into which the final-year student would soon be passing
was "dominated by science in application and managed
by careerists who have acquired the jargon and the patter
of science-without its humility, its ethical neutrality, its
open-mindedness and its honest scepticism." Science is
what men make of it, and medical science is what doctors
make of it. Honest scepticism and intellectual integrity

are perhaps more difficult to maintain in medicine than in
any other natural science, if for no other reason tha,n that
the sick person clamours for magical powers, unaware of
the imperfections of medicine as a healing art. Knowing
the limitations of medicine, the medical man nevertheless
finds it difficult to remain uninfluenced by the, mental
environment of his patients, and so at times he too readily
believes in the efficacy of this or that remedy or method
of treatment. And so often there is more hope than truth
in the therapeutic fashion of the day. This is reflected in
the spoken and the written word in medical meetings and
medical journals. " Medical men," Crew said, " stand in
great danger of becoming expert in the use of a language
which is sonorous, impressive, and utterly void of mean-
ing. They quickly learn that in our society a man, by
concealing his lack of ideas with a cloudclap of words,
can make himself virtually invulnerable." And as an
instance of the lack of understanding of medical principles
and of human nature he quoted " the truly astonishing
statement" of the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry
of Food that in this country "every social unit, was enjoy-
ing a calorie intake of 2,900." This, he said, was not
the language of medicine but " the staccato stuttering of
statistics."
An echo of Crew's viewpoint was heard last week at the

B3ritish Association when Dr. Edward Hindle, President of
the Zoology Section, repeated Walter Moyle's regret when
he revisited the Royal Society in 1716 after some years
of retirement: " There is now no room for natural philo-
sophy in Gresham's College: mathematics has engrossed
all." It is possible, as Prof. Bradford Hill suggests else-
where in this issue, that mathematics should engross medi-
cine more than it does. But medicine, we believe-and
there are many hints from many directions that this is
necessary-should see itself as a part of natural philosophy.
We may not go the whole way with Crew when he says
that " the scientific knowledge which we already possess
is enough to transform the whole quality of life for man-
kind," although he was supported from an unexpected
quarter by Mr. Harold Nicolson when he said in a broad-
cast that happiness depended on good bodily health. Yet
Crew is surely right in claiming fdr medicine immense
powers which society at large prevents it from using. In
claiming this he at the same time urged his student audience
to avoid compl'acency and to keep " a persistent sense of
fierce dissatisfaction with yourselves and with things as
they are."
The bond between teacher and student is strong, and

especially in medicine. It found its expression in the
Hippocratic Oath, and it has always guided medical educa-
tion along its very imperfect path. Crew ended his Ave
atque vale with words that many a teacher would like to
use in a similar and constantly recurring situation: " You
take with you into your future the warm sympathy of
your teachers. To us you are very precious, for you are
the children of our minds, our terrestrial continuance. You
will forgive our many shortcomings-we have not done all
we could have done, all we intended to do-but we have
tried in our own ways faithfully to serve. We shall follow
your careers with very great interest, and in our slippered
senescence we shall enjoy the reflected glory of your service
to mankind, claiming you as instruments in whose fashion-
ing we had a hand."
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