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operator alone being in darkness. This is a very desirable
feature, as it considerably reduces the time taken for each
examination. (2) An x-ray generator specially adapted for this
type of examination and giving a very clear and detailed picture.
It is designed for use off the main supply or from the rotary
convertor. Its capacity is such that examinations can be carried
on for hours at a stretch. (3) Finally, there is a switch-gear
control for the generator. The whole of the electrical equip-
ment can be worked off the main supply or a generator.

Its Value in Preventive Work
By means of this radiological train it is possible to carry

out examinations of both the railway staff and their families,
particularly with a view- to the prevention of tuberculosis. By
travelling from station to station the benefit of these examina-
tions is extended to employees living in small localities where
there is no qualified lung*,specialist. In this way it completes
the- work being done continuously in the eight tuberculosis
centres of the Northern Region of the French Railways by
means of existing installations. As 600 people a day can be
dealt with in this train it will be possible to examine every
member of the staff of the Northern Region of the French
Railways and their families at least once a year.

Useful and profitable as this work is, the Medical Service
has decided that the prevention of tuberculosis should not be
its sole object. It is intended to carry out on each subject a
thorough and complete annual examination covering the whole

FIG.4.-Nurses'office,showing exami.ees-se.
.

of xa sen
_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~........ L...!' ' %||_, _8i,,.:t4i............................................................................':

..

ofe by t w coc the p o eo ui,examinat.....i...o t and rf
T. ...su.............._..... ... .. . ........~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.........--:i- .......

a^~~~~~~~~~~. ... -... ... .... ....................| ................................. ...s.--;...... r<ei
_ I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---------2.

FIG. 4.-Nurses' offic, showing examnees' side of x-ray scren.

body. To this end it is planning the addition of a further
coach to the radiological train, completely equipped for a
rapid exanination of the different organs of the body. Tba'nks
to the facilities offered by this new coach, the person examined
will undergo measuring, weighing, blood-pressure test, analysis
of urine, examination of the heart, and reflexes of the eyes
and ears, as well as a blood test and cardio-pulmonary
radioscopy. The results of these examinations will'be recorded
on case-history cards, which can be mechani,cally sorted and
classified.

COLONLAL MEDICAL RESEARCH STUDENTSHIPS
In the Journal of June 21 (p. 897) we announced the institution
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies of ten research
studentships for graduates in medicine and cognate sciences.
We have received an amendment from the Colonial Office to
the second sentence of the announcement, which stated the
allowance to be made to holders of the studentships, as follows:
A graduate awarded a studentship will be eligible for a main-
tenance allowance assessed according to personal circumstances.
The maximum rates of allowance which may be paid are: £260
per annum at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge; £250
per annum at the University of London; and £220 per annum
at other universities in the United Kingdom. The allowance
will be free of income tax. A studentship will normally be
awarded for a period of two years, subject to satisfactory
report at the end of the first year's work from the supervisor,
who will be nominated by the Colonial Medical Research
Committee.

WORLD FEDERATION OF PATHOLOGISTS
The European Association of Clinical Pathologists, under the
Presidency of Dr. S. C. Dyke, met at Cambridge on June 27
and reconstituted itself as a World Federation of Societies
devoted to Clinical Pathology. The Federation defines its aims
as (1) to develop clinical pathology-the application of patho-
logy and allied sciences to medicine; (2) to have regard to the
scientific and professional status of those engaged in its study
and practice; and (3) to foster international amity. A com-
mittee was appointed to call a meeting of delegates'from as
many interested associations as possible in Paris next November,
during the meeting of the French Societe de Biologie Clinique,
in order to formulate a constitution and elect officers. Dr. Dyke
was appointed chairman of the committee, Drs. W. H.
McMenemey and J. Ungar joint secretaries, and Dr. R.
Cruickshank (London), Prof. Raoul Kourilski (Paris), and
Dr. F. Pick (Prague)' advisory members.
The Federation hopes to gain a world-wide membership, and

invites societies devoted to clinical pathology to communicate
-with the secretaries-either Dr. W. H.'McMenemey, the Patho-
logical Department, The Royal Infirmary, Worcester, or Dr.
J. Ungar, Glaxo Laboratories,* Greenford, Middlesex. The
Czechoslovak Association of Clinical Pathologists, the French
Soci6te de Biologie Clinique, and the Association of Clinical
Pathologists of Great Britain have already signified that they
wish to join the Federation. Medical practitioners or univer-
sity graduates practising clinical pathology who are members
of the constituent bodies will thereby become members of the
Federation. Membership is also available to those who are
eligible but do not belong to a constituent body. The Federa-
tion proposes to hold a conference at least once in every three
years at the same time'and place as the summer meeting of one
of its constituent bodies. It hopes that the first will be in the
summer of 1948.

THE MEDICAL PROTECTION SOCIETY
The London and Counties Medical Protection Society, at an
extraordinary general meeting on July 16, agreed to simplify
its title by omitting the prefix "London and Counties." Sir
Ernest Rock Carling, who took the chair at the annual meeting
which followed, said that the Society had had a very successful
year. New members joining in 1946 numbered 1,894, bringing
the total membership to over 22,000. The work of the Society
had also increased. Applications for advice and assistance were
received during the year in 1,410 cases. The Society had had
to meet heavy legal expenses, and it had been again brought
home to it that even the most expert and careful doctor sus-
tained misfortunes or committed errors which might result in
heavy damages. Moreover, the general costs of litigation
tended to increase.
The Society was constantly hampered in its work by the

failure of practitioners to keep records. He commented on
what seemed to be the tendency of judges to attribute the
blame for the effects of a disease or injury to the unfortunate
doctor who had had the case in his care-not merely the portion
of blame which might be put at his door owing to some lack
of skill or error in treatment but the blame for the entire dis-
ability-and this was often reflected in the costs. Perhaps the
most important activity of the year was the part taken. by the
representatives of the Society in making representations to the
Ministry of Health concerning the Bill now being promoted by
the General Medical Council for the reform of its constitution
and procedure.
The treasurer, Mr. W. M. Mollison, submitted the accounts,

which were in a thoroughly healthy condition, the investments
amounting at cost to over £100,000. Sir Ernest Rock Carling
was re-elected president, and to fill vacancies among the vice-
presidents caused by certain retirements Dr. Thomas Beaton,
Mr. F. A. Juler, and Dr. G. M. Stoker were elected. The
new members elected to the Council were Dr. Annis Gillie
and Dr. F. H. Stevenson.

The offices of the American Journal of Ophthalmology have been
moved from Cincinnati to 700, North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 11,
Illinois.
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