
THE BRITISH MEDICAL yOURNAL,

THIRTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
eld in LEEDS, Jyuy 27th, 28At, 29th, and 30oth 1869.

THE thirty-seventh annual meeting of the British Medical Association
commenced on Tuesday last.
The Committee of Council met at I P.M., and the General Council

at 3 P.M.
The first general imeetLig was held in the Theatre .o the Philos- -.

cal Institution, several hundred members being present. The Chair
was first taken by the retiring President, Dr. ACLAND, F.R.S., who
addressed the members to the following effect.
GENTLEMEN, MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH M'EDICAL ASSOCIATION,

-The period for which you were pleased to appoint me your President
has now come to a close. It remains for me only most gratefully to re-
sign into the hands of that most esteemed gentleman, Dr. Chadwick,
the presidency of this Association. I only trust you will permit me to
say a few words in expressing a hope that nothing on my part in the
year that has gone has checked your high and useful aspirations; and
that as the meeting at Oxford did not fail in the great objects, both
social and scientific, of the As?_oci?tion, sn the meeting in Leeds will
far outstrip in its results that and all other previous gatherings of this
institution. I believe-I do not know it-but I believe some of our
brethren from the other side of the Atlantic are present. I have, at all
events, a pleasing letter, informing me that that'would be the fact, from
Professor Gross, and wishing you all success at Leeds, and that letter I
shall place in the hands of the President-elect in a few minutes. Before,
however, I retire, I feel that I owe it as a matter of respect and duty to
you, to allude to one or two circumstances in the previous year which,
although not affecting directly medical science, still affect medical ad-
ministration in this country; and these are the appointment of a com-
mission to consider the laws which affect the public health, and the
promise of the Government to reconsider very fully the provisions of
our Medical Act; and, bearing in mind the deep interest which the
Association has taken in both these questions, and considering that I
was for the time your President, I thought it my duty to do the best I
could under the circumstances of the case, and I do not think you will
hereafter have reason to consider that this present year has been un-
fruitful of means likely to be useful to us as taking part in the social
administration of the country. I am not aware that anything of special
moment has occurred during the year of my office. I do not know that
any great change has taken place which should be recorded in the course
of our medical literature which would have turned our thoughts into
any greatly new channels, or given to us any new special powers for ob-
servation, and I don't think, in the present state of knowledge, it is
necessary. It is not in every epoch that great discoveries like those of
Bell, or Swan, or Barry, or great gifts like those of chloroform or
quinine, are vouchsafed to mankind, or that any exceeding great stepsare taken in modern hospital administration. But it may be said that
xevery year-now such is the state of our knowledge-that every year,
in its large and honest as well as reckless criticism, some errors are ex-
posed, some fallacies are detected, and some principles are reinvesti-
gated; and thus, by this process of mingled construction and repair,that the whole edifice of pathological knowledge is silently under our
hands, building up like the first temple of Palestine-

"No workman's steel or ponderous hatchet rings,But like some tall palm the noiseless fabric springs."
(Applause.) Therefore, gentlemen, it is not the duty of a retiring
President to chronicle in detail that which he leaves for the higher and
fuller elucidation of his successor. Associations such as ours do great
good, or may do great harm, in the direction of the progress of know-
ledge. They may advance it by concentrating our powers and attention
on objects of utility, and in the pure search after truth; they may retard it
iftheydiverge away to more evanescent topics. May this never be the case
with an association whose brotherhood is in the wide world-whose sym-pathies are those of our common nature-who have a common language
and a common literature, and a common bond of union, wherever
culture and civilisation are known-and who know no other brother-
hood but the common material welfare of the human race. (Applause.)And now it remains for me only, after thanking you with a deep sense
of gratitude for the honour which you bestowed upon me most un-
worthily more than two years ago, in appointing me to succeed ouI
eminent colleague, Professor Stokes--(hear, hear)-it remains for me

only to resign the chair to our common friend Dr. Chadwick. And in
doing so we cannot but remember that we ae strangers come from all
parts of the kingdom, and I have no doubt from other countries besides.
Some of us may have come from places redolent with abstract questions
and ancient controversies, and as many in this age are wont to think of
by-gone prejudices, but as I would rather say of a place not willing to
throw aside the light which has heretofore lighted the world. But be
these opinions what they may-and I shall be pardoned for holding my
own-we come to one of the great world centres of industry and activity
-one of those centres which some persons think to be too much given
over to material progress and commercial enterprise. I will detain you
only to enter my protest against any such opinion, and to say that in
centres of mental activity and material progress, such as that in the
midst of which we are now situated, I, as a stranger, can at once ap-
pea L jiflashis hl a -idne o ftheint.eres, o the word̂ .nnwiedged
interest, of this hall as a centre of scientific progress and instruction.
I can farther, before I sit down, appeal to that aesthetic taste residing in
this place, and carried out in the selection of the medixeval architect
Scott to decorate for thenl the new, well-considered, hygienic hospital
-(applause)-and thereby to set an example of appreciation of culture
in works of manifest utility, which I believe has not yet been followed,
and will not soon be imitated in other towns of the country. And if I
turn to another question, which I, as a stranger, may refer to before
Dr. Chadwick, if I wanted in Great Britain an instance of advanced
philanthropy on the part of a merchant prince, I should send a stranger
to examine the small village, in your neighbourhood, of Saltaire.
(Applause) Therefore, I resign with the utmost anticipations of in-
creased success on the part of the Association, and of greater lustre
than it was in my power in a smaller place to impart to it, I resign the
chair in confidence and in hope of your esteemed, and I believe here I
may say your beloved, friend, Dr. Chadwick-in whom I feel assured
we shall find a respected and worthy successor to the names of Smith,
of Hey, and of Teale. Thanking you for your kindness, I now resign
to Dr. Chadwick the future conduct of the chair. (Applause).

Dr. CHADWICK, the new President, then took the chair, and delivered
an interesting address, which is published at page 107.

Dr. BEATTY proposed- "That the cordial thanks of the Association
be given to Dr. Acland; and that he be elected a permanent Vice-
President."

Dr. T. SMIITH (Cheltenham) seconded the motion.--Mr. W. HEY
supported the motion, which was carried with loud applause, and
acknowledged by Dr. Acland.
The Secretary then read the Report of Council, of which the fol-

lowing is a copy.
" The Council look forward with pleasure to the assembling, at Leeds,

of the thirty-seventh annual meeting of the Association, under the Pre-
sidency of Dr. Chadwick.
"The great meetings of Dublin and Oxford, presided over respec-

tively by Dr. Stokes and Dr. Acland, taken together, form an important
epoch in the history of the Association.
"The Council feel that the transition from these seats of learning to

Leeds, the great centre of one of the largest fields of industry in Eng-
land, will lead to results not less important to the vital growth of the
Association. That meeting, to which so many are looking forward
with interest, will bring the Association again into contact with the
most active forms of human life; and present to them, on the spot,
the effects upon health of a large assemblage of men, engaged in manual
pursuits requiring both skill and exhausting labour.

" The Council have taken advantage of the opportunity afforded by
the erection and recent occupation of the new Infirmary at Leeds, to
bring before the Association, at its annual meeting, the question of
Hospital Construction, which will be introduced, more especially in its
medical aspects, by the future President, Dr. Chadwick, in his opening
address. Captain Douglas Galton, C.B., on the invitation of the Pre-
sident-elect and Council, has undertaken to give an address, with a
view to a subsequent discussion, on the proper construction of hospi-
tals. Captain Galton is peculiarly fitted to occupy this position, for
he was a member of the Barrack and Hospital Improvement Com-
mittee; and to him the country is indebted for the plans of the Herbert
Hospital, which has served as a model for many similar institutions of
more recent erection.
" The Council are able again to report a considerable increase in the

number of members of the Association. In the year I868 there were
3,702 members, of whom 73 have died and o04 resigned, and 39 have
been removed for non-payment of subscriptions. At the present time
the number of members amounts to 4,o95.
-" The Treasurer's statement, audited by Mr. Church, of Bath, and

r Dr. E. L. Fox, of Clifton, which has been published in the JOURNAL,
e is appended to this Report.

126 [July 3I, 869.
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"Hastinzgs Prize.-Your Council regret to have to report that there
are no competitors for the Hastings Prize this year.
"The Committee of Council have held their usual quarterly meet-

ings, and one additional. It will be the duty of the new Council to
elect a successor to Dr. Sibson, whose Presidency of the Council expires
at this meeting.

" The Committee appointed at the last annual meeting for the pur-
pose of promoting the direct representation of the profession in the
Medical Council, have issued an address to members of the Legisla-
ture and the general public, which has appeared in the JOURNAL,
and been circulated among the several Branches of the Association,
along with the form of petition to the House of Commons. On the
12th of July, a deputation, accompanied by a large number of mem-
bers of Parliament, and consisting of many members of the Associa-
tion from various parts of the kingdom, was received by the Earl de
Grey and Ripon, the Lord-President of the Council, with whom was
associated the Right Hon. William Edward Forster, Vice-President ofthe
Privy Council. The views of the Association with regard to this im-
portant question, and the advantages that may be looked for from its
adoption, were explained and illustrated by the Chairman of the Com-
mittee, Dr. Edward Waters, by the President of the Council, Dr.
Sibson, and by the President-elect, Dr. Chadwick. The Deputation
was courteously received, and the arguments put forward in favour of
the direct representation of the profession in the Medical Council
were listened to by the Lord-President and the Vice-President with
marked attention, and the assurance was given by his Lordship that the
statements submitted to them should receive every consideration.
Your Council have viewed with satisfaction the adoption by the
Medical Council of the principle of direct representation of the profes-
sion in that Council, by the following resolution passed at their last
session: 'That the Council are of opinion that, if the Legislatureshould think proper to invest the Council with extended powers and
fresh duties, by which the profession at large would be brought more
under the direct influence of the Council, then, in that case, the pro-
fession at large should have a more direct influence in the appointment
of members of the Council.'
" Your Council are disposed to believe that this interview will not be

without its fruits, and they trust that the Medical Council will be re-
modelled so as to embrace within itself mnembers sent by the profession,
as well as those elected by the Corporations and Universities and those
nominated by the Crown.
"The Council look forward with confidence to the speedy attainment

of a high standard of preliminary education; of one Examining Board
for the admission of members into the medical profession in each partof the kingdom and of thoroughly practical and clinical examina-
tions.

" These examinations can be properly conducted only under the eye
of a body composed of medical men, who are familiar with every want
of the medical profession.

"There is reason to surmise that a serious proposal is about to be
made to do away with the present Medical Council, and to substitute
for it a Government Council, constituted mainly of men who are
not members of the medical profession; and a Government Board of
Examiners.
"The Council affirm with confidence that members of our great

profession will never permit medical education to be withdrawn from
their own supervision, and given over to a body of men exclusively ap-
pointed by the Government. Medicine, like the Law and the Church,
will ever retain the direction of its own education, and the control of its
own education, and the cohtrol of its own examinations.
" The Committee on the Direct Representation of the Profession in

the Medical Council, will present a full report of their proceedings.
Reports also will be presented by the Committee on State Medicine, the
Committee for Registration of Disease;, and by the Parliamentary Com-
mittee, which will doubtless obtain the careful consideration of the As-
sociation.
" The Council have to regret the resignation of the very able editor of

the JOURNAL. Arrangements have beenmade for carrying on the business
of the JOURNAI until the appointment of his successor, which it will
be the duty of the new Committee of Council to decide on at their first
meeting.
" The Sectional Meetings have become an integral and well-organised

part of the General Meetings, the scientific character of which they have
unquestionably raised. The various Sections draw men together who
are interested in a common pursuit; give an impulse to enquiries into
the many imperfectly explored fields of medical knowledge; and tend
to advance medical science. The Council are persuaded that the mem-
bers will distribute themselves freely among the different sections, and
convey there to each other that precious knowledge acquired at the

bedside, which so many observant and able men carry about with them
untold, for want of the opportunity of mutual cultivation.

" The Branches are in a flourishing condition ; and have been active
in discussing scientific subjects, as well as matters connected with the
general welfare of the profession.

" During the past year, a new Branch has been established for that
portion of Gloucestershire not included in the Bath and Bristol Branch.

" The Council desire to offer to the Secretaries and the various Officers
of the branches their warm thanks, since to them is due very much of
the success of the Association.
" Your Council cannot allow their President to retire from the office

which he has filled for the last three years, without expressing their
sense of the invaluable services which he has rendered to the Associa-
tion by a rare devotion of time, zeal, and ability.

" Your Council recommend for election as Honorary Members, Cap-
tain Galton, R.E., C.B., and C. E. Brown-Sequard, M.D., F. R.S."

Dr. RUMSEY moved the adoption of the Report; which was se-
conded by T. T. GRIFFITH, Esq., of Wrexham.

Dr. DAVEY thought the payment of £802 to contributors too higlh.
Many men thought themselves illused by their papers not being inserted.
He did not see why the particulars should not be announced.

Dr. JOSEPH SEATON wished to ask the Treasurer if he had the means
of knowing to whom the payments to contributors had been made ?

Dr. FALCONER said that the practice has been that the Editor has
had thc control of a certain sum, and that the names of contributors
have never been made public. Arrangements are now in process by
which henceforth no payment can be made to a contributor except
through a cheque paid by the Treasurer. He believed that in future so
large a sum would not be paid to the contributors; but the Association
would have the benefit of the temporary expenditure which has
been made.

Dr. LINGEN (Hereford) thought that the Editor of the JOURNAL
was placed in a very delicate position by this large expenditure.

Dr. STEWART would remark on the repetition of an old chronic com-
plaint. If an Editor is appointed, he must be trusted thoroughly. The
interests of the Association demanded the large expenditure: but that it
would be continued, is another question. So far from the Editor get-
ting a large salary from the JOURNAL, he believed he was rather out of
pocket. lie thought that the Association would not require the names
of the contributors to be made public.

Dr. G. WEBSTER thought that Dr. Davey and Dr. Seaton did not
wish the names of the contributors to be made public; but Dr. Davey was
quite right in calling attention to the large expenditure for contributors.
Mr. NUNNELEY sympathised with what had been said as to the large

expenditure. While it was necessary that the names of contributors
should be kept in confidence, the sum of £800 without any account of
it was a large one. He thought that the members would be satisfied
with the pledge given by the Treasurer and Council as to the future re-
duction of expenditure.
The motion for the adoption of the Report was then carried.
Dr. FALCONER moved that Captain Galton, R.E., and Dr. Brown-

Sequard be elected honorary members of the Association.-Mr. WHEEL-
HOUSE seconded the motion, which was carried by acclamation.
Mr. HUSBAND proposed the re-election of Mr. Watkin Williams as

General Secretary.-This was seconded by Dr. FALCONER.-The Rev.
Dr. BELL askedwhether theSecretarywas to be reappointed without any
regard to the amount of his salary.-Dr. FALCONER said that the Com-
mittee of Council had resolved to fix the salary at £300; and that this
proposal had been accepted by Mr. Williams.-After some further re-
marks from Dr. Bell, Dr. G. Webster, Mr. Clayton, Dr. Gibbon, and
Mr. Nunneley, the motion for the election of Mr. Williams as Secretary
was carried.
Mr. CLAYTON moved the re-election of Mr. Church and Dr. E. Lonig

Fox as Auditors.-Mr. NUNNELEY seconded the motion, which was
carried.
Mr. WATKIN WILLIAMS read the Report of the Medical Benevolent

Fund.-Dr. HARE moved that the report be received and adopted.
The members knew too little of the Fund, which was an integral part of
the Association. It was worked without canvassing and without expense
to the candidates, and the relief was immediate; the expenses also were
very small.-Mr. BARTLEET seconded the motion.-Mr. NUNNELEY
said that last week nearly £500 had been distributed among necessitous
members of the profession by the West Riding Association. The
motion was then carried.

Dr. DAVEY moved the resolution of which he had given notice; viz.,
to alter Law 8, so that twenty members of Committee of Council should
be elected annually instead of ten. Dr. SEATON seconded the mo-
tion.

Dr. RICHARDSON moveJ as an amendment that a committee be ap-
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128 THE BRITISH MEDICAL 7OURNAL. rUly 3', 1869.
pointed to revise the laws referring to the appointment and duties of the
Committee of Council.-Dr. GIBBON seconded the amendment.

Mr. IiUSBAND thought there could not be a better representative
body than at present existed. The Committee of Council would not
be improved by the addition of members. He thought that Dr. Richard-
son's motion ought not to have been made without due notice.-Dr.
STEWART thought that the Committee of Council was essentially repre-
sentative.-Dr. HESLOP could not comprehend why there should be a
numerical ratio between the Committee of Council and the members.
He thought a snmall board better than a large one. The Secretaries
formed the very quintessence of representation, for they accutrately re-
presented the branches to which they belonged. He was not prepared
to give an opinion as to Dr. Richardson's amendment; but he objected
to taking up the time of the Association meetings with fundamental
questions.-Sir W. JENNER asked Dr. Richardson to withdraw his re-
solution, which no one could consider at this period of the evening.-
The amendment was then put to the vote, and lost. Dr. Davey's mo-
tion was then put, and also lost.

Other business having been disposed of, the meeting adjourned.
In the course of the evening, the President stated that he had received

a message which would oblige him to leave Leeds at once; and he feared
that he would not be able again to attend the meetings. The chair was
taken the remainder of the evening by Dr. Sibson, President ofCouncil.
On Wednesday morning, a meeting of the new Council was held.

Mr. Husband, of York, was elected President in the room of Dr. Sibson,
whose term of office had expired. The following gentlemen were elected
members of Committee of Council: Mr. Clayton, Dr. Embleton, Dr.
Heslop, Mr. Nunneley, Dr. Sibson, Mr. Heckstall Smith, Mr. Southam,
Dr. A. T. H. Waters, Mr. Wheelhouse, and Dr. Wilkinson.
* At the general meeting, it was decided that the next Annual Meet-
ing be held at Newcastle-on-Tyne; and that Dr. E. Charlton be Presi-
dent-elect. Sir William Jenner delivered an address in Medicine, which
is published at page 114. The Sections met in the afternoon; and in
the evening a soiree was held in the Town Hall.

REPORTS OF SOCIETIES.
WESTERN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY.

FRIDAY, JUNE 4TH, I869.
J. R. LANE, Esq., President, in the Chair.

THE following officers were elected for the ensuing session:-Plesident
-J. R. Lane, Esq. Vice-Presidents-F. E. Anstie, M.D.; C. Hunter,
Esq.; T. Holmes, Esq.; J. Rouse, Esq. Council-Edgcumbe Venning,
Esq.; Graily Hewitt, M.D.; J. Colebrooke, Esq.; J. C. Webb, M.D.;
G. Pollock, Esq.; C. St. John, Esq.; Hugh Mackintosh, M.D.; Staff-
Surgeon A. G. Elkington; F. Hatchard, Esq.; F. Egan, L. K.Q.C.P.;
T. Godrich, Esq.; W. Martyn, M.D. Treasurer-M. Baines, M.D.
Librarian-A. Godwin, M.D. Secretaries-W. Milner, Esq.; A. Tyfe,
M.D. Auditors-R. B. Painter, M.D.; R. T. Daniell, M.B.

Excision ofthe Clavicle. By JAMES LANE, Esq.-Henry Holloway,
aged 52, an Irish labourer, was admitted into St. Mary's Hospital on
March 29th, with a tumour occupying the inner three-fourths of the left
clavicle. It was solid and firm, giving the idea of a fibrous or enchon-
,dromatous mass growing in or from the bone itself. It was of about
the size and form of a large lemon. There was no pain in it. It had
been growing six months, he said; and that he was swinging from one
of his hands, when he felt something give way, which compelled him to
cease working at that time. He complained of headache, and was
drowsy and stupid; and his face and neck were congested. His health
was bad; therefore he was kept with good diet, etc., for a fortnight,
when the author removed the tumour together with the clavicle. This
was sawn through about an inch from its acromial end, and disarticu-
lated at the sterno-clavicular joint. The author then related minutely
the whole steps of the operation; the result being the successful re-
moval of the tumour with the clavicle, as above mentioned. When the
tumour had been removed, the deep cervical fascia was seen to be un-
injured; and consequently neither the subclavian nor carotid vessels
were directly exposed to view. The attachment of the fascia had not
been interfered with; but, close to the median line, the division of the
fibres of the sterno-hyoid muscle rendered it impossible to preserve this
membrane intact; and consequently, at this point, the loose areolar
tissue between the sternum and the trachea, communicating with that
of the anterior mediastinum, was unavoidably opened into-a circum-
stance which probably contributed materirlly to the unfavourable ter-
mination of the case. The patient went on well for the first two or
three days, and then, without any definite symptom, gradually became

weaker, and died on the seventh day of operation. Diffuse suppuration
was found in the mediastinum; and effiusion of lymph on the right
pleura, but none on the left. Small masses like medullary cancer were
found in the right lung, also on the pleura; and a mass in the posterior
lobes of the brain, also in the middle lobe, were found, evidently of a
malignant nature. The tumour presented the same malignant aspect.

Dr. WAY exhibited a Foetus of two months, which had been appa-
rently decapitated within the uterus. The author found the foetus in
the clots-the result of a miscarriage-without the head, this being
found afterwards, apart from it.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE.
SOUTH WFSTERN BRANCH: ANNUAL MEETING.

THE annual meeting of this Branch was held at the Royal Cormwall
Hotel, Truro, on June 22nd, C. BARHAM, M.D., President, in the
Chair.

President's Address.-Dr. BARHAM delivered an address, of which
the following is an abstract. He said that he could wish for the com-
mand of a larger balance of energy and leisure for the service of the
Branch; for he had felt that, neither in numbers nor in work, was it
worthy of the faculty in the two western counties. The central body,
now consisting of nearly 4,000 members, and embracing the three
kingdoms, was the strongest medical fraternity ever formed by volun-
tary union; and to belong to it was distinctly the readiest way for each
individual to acquire his proper influence in the general polity of the
profession; whilst the yearly subscription of a guinea was certainly a
very easy price for a weekly journal second to none in quality The
Branch had been numerically small; and its work, if compared with
what was done elsewhere, had been hardly proportionate even to its
number of members. There seemed to be no valid reason why Exeter
and Plymouth should not, in some measure, emulate Bath and Bristol,
or Birmingham; even if it were beyond hope that a smaller section from
Truro and the neighbouring towns should muster, as they do in Kent,
twice or three times in the year, for medical discussion. An effort
ought surely to be made to double the strength of the Branch. This
effected, the rest would follow. Dr. Barham then gave a retrospect of
the chief phases of medical doctrine and practice which had come under
his notice, since he entered on his profession, about fifty years ago. He
passed in brief review the doctrines of Cullen, Hamilton, Abernethy,
Laennec, Broussais, and Tommasini, etc.; and noticed the changes in
medical opinion which had in late years taken place. The impression
left by the earlier years of his medical life was that a sthenic type of dis-
ease was more prevalent than at a later period ; and it would appear not
unlikely that a less active morbid phase must have been ushered in by the
great epidemics of cholera and influenza, of which diphtheria is a later
example; but such change was quite inadequate to account for the
change in treatment; and the fact that our abandoned lancet was picked
up by the continental schools, and relied on as all important when we
regarded it as worse than useless, was quite sufficient to settle the ques-
tion. Neither was it all unusual to meet with doctors in this country
who followed the old method with full confidence. He believed that there
was a mischievous amount of bloodshed and other lowering measures in
his earlier days. But he also suspected that the current practice erred
on the other side, and that venesection might now and then save a life,
and in many cases of congestion, and not a few of inflammation, would
be a speedier and more effectual remedy than those now in vogue. Of
the opposite system of free stimulation, his own experience did not in-
cline him to a very favourable opinion. He expressed a confident opinion
that in every aspect there had been a great advance in medicine and in
medical men since the date of his first connection with the profession.
As part of the preliminary training for the medical profession, and in-
deed for every other, no one could go further than he in the advocacy
of instruction in physics and natural history. But it did not follow that
the Greek and Latin classics were to be cast aside. The medical was
one of the learned professions; its nomenclature, and that of its allied
sciences, was all derived from the tongues of Greece and Rome, and in
them was enshrined a most valuable medical literature; whilst an ac-
quaintance with them was the readiest way to a sound and fundamental
knowledge of modern languages. Translations, however serviceable for
the conveyance of mere knowledge, were quite inadequate, because de-
lusive representations of the creations of genius. The fault of the past
had not been the teaching of Latin and Greek, but their unsound and
exclusive teaching; and we might now be confident that we are on the
eve of a better day; thanks to men like Dr. Acland. The old system
of apprenticeship had been well nigh discarded-no one desired its re-
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