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principle of an independent alternative service, usable without
incurring financial disability. It certainly seems amazing that
above all else the Council of the B.M.A. should apparently
have ignored the article at a time when one would have
imagined that every possible means would have been explored
in order to find a certain method of preserving real freedom
for our patients-and, incidentally, for ourselves.-I am, etc.,

Hungerford, Berks. D. H. STUART BOYD.

Local Medical War Committees
SIR,-In the Supplement of Nov. 24 (p. 117) Dr. Thomas

Robson suggests that a consideration by Local Medical War
Committees of the flustered Isabella's retort to the hard-hearted
Angelo may prove salutary. Perhaps ! But he might have
continued to quote Isabella, who, in a calmer moment, said:

. . . authority, though it err like others,
Hath yet a kind of medicine in itself."

Measure for Measure, Act II, Scene 2.
-I am, etc.,

CHAIRMAN OF ONE OF THEM."

Organization of Physiotherapists
SIR,-I have just read the letter on physiotherapists and other

auxiliaries in the Journal of Sept. 29 (p. 444). I am much
interested in some of the points raised, particularly the sug-
gestion that the functions of the Chartered Society of Physio-
therapy should be split up. The Devon and Cornwall Branch
of that Society has been advocating for some time that an
association of members should be formed which would deal
with' all social matters relating to members, while the council
of the Society should continue with its functions as the examin-
ing, registering, and disciplinary body. There is already a
committee known as the Branches' Central Committee, com-
posed of a representative from each branch, which could be
developed into the executive body of an association. Up to
the present the majority of the council have not welcomed
the suggestion of the Devon and Cornwall Branch.
A special general meeting of the Society was held recently

to obtain the sanction of members to approach the Privy
Council for permission to alter certain by-laws of the charter
to allow of the introduction of a compulsory annual subscrip-
tion. The majority of members present voted in favour,
but only a very small percentage of members of the Society
were present at that meeting. I should like to point out that
at that meeting the chairman stated that the council holds
absolute power within the charter. Members of the Society
should consider whether this is altogether a satisfactory position
from their point of view. With over 14,000 members scattered
over the whole of the British Isles, is it possible for one body,
such as the council, to deal adequately with the social as well
as the academic duties entailed? We are constantly told that
we appoint council, and in theory that is the case, but in practice
it is quite impracticable; the majority of the members know
nothing of those members nominated for council: therefore
they do not vote. At this last election 900-odd votes were
received out of a membership of 14,000.
An association of members could be divided into areas; each

area could be responsible for the nomination of a candidate
for council, who would be known to the majority of members
in that area. Some form of a compulsory annual subscription
would be necessary to finance the association, but the associa-
tion would have the financial control of its funds.
The Devon and Cornwall Branch has put forward this sug-

gestion of an association of members in no antagonistic spirit
to our council, but with the honest desire to make the whole
Society as efficient as possible and to enable every member to
take a personal and an intelligent and active part in all affairs
of our Society. I do urge all members to consider this matter
now before a compulsory annual subscription is in force. Now
is the time to form an association which would be the safe-
guard suggested by your correspondent, and I would ask the
medical profession as a whole to support the suggestion of
the Devon and Cornwall Branch to form an Association of
Chartered Physiotherapists.-I am, etc.,

Exeter. D. S. PALMER,
Hon. Sec.. Devon and Cornwall Branch, C:.S.P.

Association Notices
GROUP OF DERMATOLOGY

Notice is hereby given of the formation by the Council of a
Group of Dermatology, which shall be composed of all those
members of the Association who are engaged predominantly
in the practice of dermatology. Members of the Association
who claim to conform to this definition, including those serving
with H.M. Forces, are requested to apply to the Secretary,
B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, not later than Jan.
31, 1946, for a form of application for membership of the
Group. The first general meeting of the Group Will be held
at a date to be subsequently announced in the Supplement.

CHARLES HILL,
Dec. 1, 1945. Secretary.

Meetings of Branches and Divisions
KENYA BRANCH: MOMBASA DIVISION

A start has been made to carry out the decision to hold more
clinical meetings which was arrived at by the Mombasa Division at
its annual general meeting last February. Two clinical meetings
were held on June II and July 18 respectively. At the former a
unit of the No. 6 General Hospital showed a number of interesting
medical and surgical cases and Major A. P. L. Blakely opened a
discussion on "Typhus Syndrome as seen in the Mombasa Area,"
and Capt. H. B. Young, R.A.M.C., one on " Metatarsalgia." On
July 18, after another demonstration of cases, Major B. Lowbury
opened a discussion on relapsing fever and its treatment with
penicillin.

SUNDERLAND DIVISION
There was a good attendance at Sunderland Division's first meet-

ing of the 1945-6 session, which was held at the Royal Infirmary,
Sunderland, on Oct. 19. A clinical demonstration by Dr. A. A.
McIntosh Nicol and Messrs. Hamilton Ross and Jowett was followed
by an address on some experiences as O.C. of a West African
Hospital by Col. P. Hickey, T.D., late R.A.M.C.

Branch and Division Meetings to be Held
AYRSHIRE DiVISION.-At Kilmarnock Infirmary, Sunday, Dec. 16,

7 p.m., Clinical meeting.
EAST YORKSHIRE BRANCH.-At Jackson's Restaurant, Paragon

Street, Hull, Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7.30 for 7.45 p.m., annual dinner.
GUILDFORD DIvIsION.-At Royal Surrey County Hospital, Guild-

ford, Friday, Dec. 7, 8.30 p.m., Dr. Bruce Williamson: Diastole, or
the Economics of the Heart.

DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES
ROYAL SOCIETY OF MEDICINE.-Tues., 5.30 p.m., Section of Experi-
mental Medicine and Therapeutics; 5.30 p.m., Section of
Psychiatry. Wed., 4.30 p.m., Section of Physical Medicine. Fri.,
5 p.m., Clinical Section.

MEDICAL SOCIETY oF LONDON, 11, Chandos Street, W.-Mon.,
8.30 p.m. Discussion: Present Position of Hormone Therapy in
the Treatment of Cancer. To be introduced by Prof. E. C. Dodds,
F.R.S., and Mr. Terence Millin.

ROYAL SOCIETY OF TROPICAL MEDICINE AND HYGIENE, 26, Portland
Place, W.-Thurs., 8 p.m. Presentation by Mr. J. S. Winant,
U.S.A. Ambassador to Great Britain, of the Theobald Smith Gold
Medal, awarded by the American Academy of Tropical Medicine,
to Dr. C. M. Wenyon, F.R.S. Discussion, to be opened by Dr.
Everard Napier: Teaching of Tropical Medicine. Sir Philip
Manson-Bahr, Prof. R. M. Gordon, Dr. George Macdonald, and
Lieut.-Cols. E. H. Vere-Hodge and W. R. M. Drew will also
speak.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS
The charge for an insertion under this head is lOs. 6d. for 18 words or less.
Extra words 3s. 6d. for each six or less. Payment should be forwarded with
the notice, authenticated by the name and permanent address of the sender,
and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later than first post Monday
morning.

BIRTHS
CRUICKSHANK.-On Nov 30, 1945, at Old Court Nursing Home, to

Eileen, wife of Alexander Cruickshank, F.R.C.S., 89, Harley
Street, W.1, a son.

EAsTEs.-On Nov. 22, 1945, at Marshfield, Glos., to Drs. Zeta and
Henry J. Eastes, a daughter-Janet.

DEATH
JACQUES.-On Nov. 21, 1945. at 55, Hurlingham Court, S.W.6,
Evelyn Bessie Jacques, M.B., Ch.B. (Bristol). D.T.M.&H., late
Malayan Medical Service, wife of Frederick Viel Jacques, M.B.,
Ch.B. (Bristol), D.P.H., D.T.M.&H., Malayan Medical Service.
Cremated at Mortlake on Nov. 24.

Correction
An error of identification crept into the report of the Panel Con-

ference in the Supplement of Nov. 24. The speaker reported on
pages 113 and 116 was Dr. F. McEwen Sinclair of Fife and not
Dr. G. H. Sinclair of Dumfriesshire.
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