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The only way in which dry rot in a house may affect the health
of the occupants is by the sudden collapse of floors or other struc-
tural timber. The superstition probably arises from the fact that
the damp conditions which favour growth of the fungi may, in
themselves, affect health adversely.

Demerara v. White Sugar
Q.-How does sugar-cane or beet become the white product on

ouir table? Are any vitamins or minerals lost in the process? Is
demtterara sugar better than white sugar ?
A.-The juice obtained from beet-root or cane is evaporated and

sugar crystallizes out. This sugar is redissolved and purified by the
precipitation of salts, such as calcium carbonate, in the solution,
and by treatment with activated charcoal. Vitamins and minerals
of the cane or root are lost in the process. In the case of beet-
root the chief vitamin lost is ascorbic acid.
Demerara sugar contains small amounts of nitrogenous impurity,

calcium, and iron, which are almost completely absent from white
sugar. If our present ration of sugar were taken as demerara sugar
it would increase the day's calcium and iron by 17 mg. and 0.3 mg.
only.

INCOME TAX
Expenses of Employment

W. T. inquires what expenses are allowable to a whole-time M.O.H.
for income-tax purposes.

*** The statutory rule is that expenses wholly, exclusively, and
necessarily incurred in the performance of the duties of the employ-
ment are allowable. This covers the cost of running a motor-car in
so far as it is used for the purposes of the employment and the
cost is not met by the employer. " Capital " costs-e.g., the cost
of purchasing a car-cannot be deducted, but a depreciation allow-
ance can be claimed annually. 'Subscriptions to professional societies
can be deducted if the employer requires the employee to belong
to the societies in question.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Examination Questions for Radiographers

Dr. HUGH MORRIS (Manchester) writes: Can anyone connected
with the Society of Radiographers tell a mere radiologist what
impor-tance is attached in radiographic circles to the lymphatic
drainage of the breast? For, believe it or not, candidates for Part I
of that society's November examination were expected to be able to
describe that drainage in detail. Surely the examiners can find, in
the whole of the human body, enough questions bearing on the
daily work of the radiographer without hunting for questions that
are not of the slightest practical importance. Or is it that they
have been reading some of the questions for the S.R.N. examinations
and have decided to produce semi-medical radiographers? What-
ever it is, it should never have happened.

Phytic Acid and Calcium Deficiency
Dr. J. P. McGOWAN (Aberdeen) writes: Regarding your annota-

tion on phytic acid and calcium deficiency (Nov. 3, p. 610) may I
point out again that rickets is due not to a lack of calcium but to
a lack of phosphate. The simple fact that vitamin D is useless in
preventing or curing the condition due to calcium deficiency
(osteoporosis) ought to leave no doubt that this condition is not
r-ickets.

Ichthyosis
" A DOCTOR'S WIFE " writes: I have just read the question and

answer headed " Ichthyosis " (Nov. 17, p.. 713). It occurred to me
that it might be of interest to give my experience of treating this
condition in my own case (even though I am a laywoman).
My father-now aged 85-has always had marked ichthyosis.

Loose flaking scales up to 3/4 in. in diameter are quite usual,
particularly on his legs and arms. As a child the skin all over my
body-and to a lesser degree on my face-was very dry and scaly;
and a source of great misery and shame to me, particularly when
staying in other people's houses, where I left a trail of skin at each
dressing and undressing. It improved very slightly about puberty.
When about 17 I discovered the advantage of using some cosmetic
cream on my face and hands after each washing. Later I began
experimenting with the rest of my body, and after some years,
during which I tried a great many different things, I finally found
that I could keep the condition almost completely in check by a
daily hot bath with superfatted soap, followed immediately-and
this is most important-while the skin is still slightly moist and
warm, by a fa'irly liberal application of paraffin. molle alb. While
the skin in still moist and pliable this is almost imlmediately absorbed,
hult sometimes a slight excess has to be wiped away before dressing.

I found that by regularly doing this, and also exposing the skin
gradually to the sun and air after sea-bathing (followed, of course,
by an application of the ointment) during every spell of fine weather,
my skin is, in the summer, able to sweat and tans well, while
becoming almost as smooth as the average skin. In the winter,
although drier, it does not scale or crack.
As this skin disorder can be a source of great misery, particularly

to women, I have felt it might be helpful to give the result of my
many years of experiment. This is not of course a cure, and it
relapses to its former state if for any reason I have to miss my
routine treatment. One other thing: in my experience liquid
paraffitn is not nearly so good-it is not well absorbed and aesthetic-
ally is unpleasant, leaving the skin shiny and soiling the clothes.
Also yellow petroleum jelly is irritating over a long period, is not so
emollient, and not well absorbed. No ointment, I find, is the
slightest use unless the skin has been warmed and wet before rubbing
it in.

Surgical Emergencies in Dogs
Dr. FARQUHAR MURRAY (Newcastle-upon-Tyne) writes: I have lhad

two black Aberdeen terriers. Both had major surgical emergencies
and made excellent recoveries. Case 1.-At 8 weeks old it hurriedly
gulped the knuckle of a chop bone, which became impacted hetween
the glottis and the sternum. It was diagnosed by Mr. Elphick
(veterinary surgeon) and confirmed by x-ray examination. The bone
showed clearly in the photo like an arrow-head with the prongs
upwards. Under nembutal the oesophagus was opened and the bone,
which had been impacted for four days, removed. The dog was
back in my house, with the stitches out and the wound completely
healed, in three days. Case 2.-At 2 years old it suddenly flopped
one morning, and during the day showed symptoms suggestive of
obstruction. It retched repeatedly and made abortive efforts at
defaecation. Mr. Colin Welsh (ve erinary surgeon) considered there
was intestinal obstruction, but neither x-ray nor palpation nor re-
peated rectal examination was able to determine the site or the
cause. A later rectal examination showed blood and mucus, and
he diagnosed an intussusception. He operated under nembutal at
2 a.m. next day, and found a gangrenous ileo-colic intussusception
with local peritonitis. He resected the mass and did a lateral
anastomosis. The dog was back in my house, with the stitches out
and the wound well healed and as fit as a fiddle, in six days. I men-
tion these two cases not only for their surgical interest but also in
the firm belief that possibly in the secretions of dogs we may find
something comparable to penicillin. I quote them also out of
admiration for members of an allied profession whose diagnostic
ability and technical skill are well worthy of recognition.

A Question of Nationality
Dr. J. UNGAR writes: In his lecture, reproduced in the Journal

of Nov. 10, Sir Howard W. Florey mentioned the pyocyaneus pro-
tein used in the treatment of varicose ulcers by HonI and Bukovsky,
who are described as Russians. The two above-named investigators
were actually Czech professors at the Charles University in Prague,
and their original work was published in the Slav language in the
Proceedings of the Royal Academy of Science and Art some forty
years ago, and therefore hardly accessible now. The information
Sir H. W. Florey got was from abstracts in German journals, and
that is why the origin of the two was erroneously attributed to
another Slav nation.

Journals and Books for Italy
Major W. MAcKENZIE, R.A.M.C., wishes to thank the many

doctors who have contributed whole-heartedly in response to his
appeal (July 7) for British medical publications, of which there is
still a need in Italy. Parcels should in future be addressed to
Lieut.-Col. G. Frizelle, R.A.M.C., Deputy Director, Public Health
Subcommission, Allied Commission Headquarters, Rome.

Corrections
Dr. J. L. BURN, M.O.H. for Salford, writes to point out an error

in the annotation entitled " The Case for Nurseries " published on
Nov. 24 (p. 735). The letter printed in the appendix to the
memorandum was not from the medical officer of health for Salford,
but the medical officer of health for Smethwick. Dr. Burn does not
agree with the statement that the dangers described "are entirely
theoretical." Although these dangers may have been over-estimated
in the past they are, he says, real and demand great vigilance and
effort.
The report of Dr. Wenyon's presidential address which appeared

in last week's issue contained a mistake in the account of Lieut.-Col.
W. H. Hargreaves's work on amoebic dysentery and the importance
of eradicating bacterial infection by penicillin or one of the
sulphonamides in the treatment of resistant cases (p. 775).
Col. Hargreaves's name was inadvertently written Henderson.
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