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Surely tlhe Government policy is to assist in training men who
may later prove useful members of the staffs of hospitals
treating large numbers of the community over a period of years,
and. not to exclude men on technicalities from financial 'assist-
ance with postgraduate study. The only course open to me now
is to do postgraduate study at my own expense, and therefore
for a short period (three months) due to financial limitations.
The above facts will, I think, be of interest to those in the

Forces who may be trying to work out their post-war plans
and are expecting financial assistance from this source.-I am,
etc., C. D. EVANS,

Late Colonel, A.M.S.

Nutritional Macrocytic Anaemia: Correction
We apologize for a misprint in the letter on nutritional

macrocytic anaemia by Dr. L. E. Glynn, Prof. H. P. Hims-
worth, and Dr. A. Neuberger, published last week (Oct. 20,
p. 550), by which the word "devoid" was omitted in the
seventh line. The sentence should run: "It may therefore
be of interest to your readers to know that recently we have
found that rats on a diet devoid of methionine develop a
macrocytic anaemia characterized by changes in the peripheral
blood and in the bone marrow similar to those in human
nutritional macrocytic anaemia. . . . The development of this
anaemia is not prevented by large supplements of cystine or
of iron."

Obituary
W. B. CANNON, C.B., LL.D., M.D.

A wide circle of physiologists the world over will feel a
personal loss by the passing, on Oct. 2, of Dr. Walter Bradford
Cannon, who for many years held the George Higginson Chair
of Physiology at Harvard University. Though a world figure
in science, Cannon was essentially a Harvard man, for there
he graduated in 1896, and there, with characteristic fidelity, he
remained with few interludes until his retirement in 1942, first
as instructor in zoology, then in physiology, next as assistant
professor of physiology, and finally from 1906 to 1942 as
professor.
He was one of the now rapidly dwindling number of all-

round physiologists whose inspiration, exerted through genera-
tions of pupils, will long continue to be felt, and few scientific
men can hope to have both so wide and so beneficial an influence
on the evolution of their subject as was his. He brought to
his subject not only wide experience and knowledge, but also
a broad philosophy, an artistic imagination, and an admirable
clarity of expression. His initiation in 1898 (at the age of 27)
of the technique of the opaque meal in x-ray study of the move-
ments of the alimentary canal was by itself enough to ensure him
an important place in the history of the medical sciences. The.
classical work of Cannon and his collaborators, now generally
known, and summarized in his Bodily Changes in Pain, Hunger,
Fear, and Rage, was an outstanding example of the value of
imagination in research, and his book The Wisdom of the Body
was a further revelation of his wide philosophical outlook on
biological phenomena. The accepted theory of the humoral
transmission of the nerve impulse has much of its factual
foundation in the series of investigations by the Harvard School,
led by Cannon.

In the interlude occasioned by the first World War he served
in the British Military Service in 1917, and engaged in work on
traumatic shock, partly in collaboration with the late Sir
William Bayliss. He later became a lieutenant-colonel in the
U.S. Army Medical Corps, and served with it till 1919. He
was decorated C.B. in 1919, and awarded the Distinguished
Service Medal of the U.S.A.
Many other honours and distinctions very properly fell to his

lot. Among these were Croonian Lecturer, Royal Society, 1918;
foreign member, Royal Society, 1939; Linacre Lecturer, Cam-
bridge, 1930; Baly Medal, Royal College of Physicians of
London, 1931 ; President, American Association for the
Advancement of Science, 1940; honorary degrees of Yale,
Liege, Strasbourg, Paris, and Madrid ; foreign member of several
learned academies; Harvard exchange professor, 1929-30; and
visiting professor to Peiping Union Medical College, 1939.

He died at the age of 73, after a good deal of ill-health. His
calm, happy personality will be remembered with affection by
those whose privilege it was to know him. C. L. E.

T. P. PUDDICOMBE, D.S.O., M.B., D.P.H.
Dr. Thomas Phare Puddicombe, who died suddenily at Great
Torrington on Sept. 29, was born in 1877, the youngest son of
Robert Puddicommbe of Kilverleigh Manor, Beaford, North
Devon. He was educated at West Buckland School, King's
College, London, and St. Thomas's Hospital. He served with
distinction in France from November, 1914, to May, 1919, in
command of the 25th Field Ambulance, with the rank of lieut.-
colonel, R.A.M.C. He was thrice mentioned in dispatches and
was awarded the D.S.O. Before this he had entered the Local
Government Service in 1906 and saw service at Croydon as
deputy medical officer of health and at Plymouth as senior
medical officer before going to Essex in 1920 to fill the new
post of deputy county medical officer of health in 1930. Thus.
when he retired in 1942 he had seen 35 years' service with
local authorities, 22 of which had been spent with the Essex
County Council.

Dr. W. A. BULLOUGH writes:
When we in Essex heard of his death our minds went back to the-

day he left us in March, 1942, when so many good things were said
about him by all ranks in the service, from the chairman of his-
committee to the humblest member of the clerical staff of the Public
Health Department. His own quip (he was full of quips and
pleasantries) on this occasion was that he felt like a man attending
his own funeral, because that was when m'ost nice things were said
about people. We feel some pleasure that we were able to say these^
things to his face and have not left them all to be said after he is
dead. His geniality, kindness, sympathy, and consideration will
long be remembered by those who came into contact with him,
particularly a very wide circle of-parents in Essex, who have much
reaLson to be grateful to him in his capacity as mental expert for
his tact and kindness. If there was a problem to be solved that
involved the human element, official or unofficial, "Tay Pay " (as
he was affectionately known) was the man to solve it, and he is.
gratefully remembered as a guide, philosopher, and friend by many
in Essex. Those who were privileged to visit him in his bungalow
in Rothesay Avenue, Chelmsford, saw the foundation of his character
-a great home lover, one who was proud of his home and his
garden. He was keen on indoor and outdoor sport-he founded
and was the moving spirit in a Badminton Club in Chelmsford.
Whatever the game, he played with enthusiasm and vigour. Truly
he was a leader of men in more ways than -one.

Personally, I was most indebted to him for his great loyalty. No
matter how much we disagreed, one could always depend upon
" Tay Pay " to be loyal to the extreme. His industry amazed me;
quietly and methodically he got through an immense amount of
work. And, above all, I admired and liked him for his straight-
forwardness. If he disagreed he said so, and that was the end of it.
One always knew that what he said he meant. I always found him
willing to do anything, and he had that inestimable characteristic
which made him an ideal deputy-a complete absence of self. I never
had any fear about the School Medical Service in Essex under his
control, and he never let me down. In his capacity as mental expert
I never found a flaw in his diagnoses and estimations.

Outside Essex he had many interests. He was a Fellow of the
Society of Medical Officers of Health, and for many years repre-
sented the School Medical Group on the executive committee of the
society. He was a member of the Central Association for Mental
Welfare, and was also keenly interested in the Essex Rural Com-
munity Council, and was, in fact, chairman of the health committee
for many years. He also gave much attention to the scheme for
the preservation of rural England. He was greatly missed by the
council when he left Essex. He told us that he intended to live the
life of a country gentleman in the West Country when he retired,
and we felt that there was no one more fitted to do so. Some of us
were privileged to spend short wartime holidays with him among
his own folk. It is fitting, indeed, that he should have died in his
own beloved Devon. To his wife and son, Capt. Robert T. M.
Puddicombe, R.A.M.C., who arrived home on leave from Italy just
too late to see his father alive, we extend our deepest sympathy.

Dr. GERALD QUIN LENNANE, who held the post of M.O.H.
for the metropolitan borough of Battersea from 1906 to 1934,
died on Sept. 12 after a long illness. He was born at Galway
in 1869, and after qualifying in Dublin in 1891 went to sea
as a ship surgeon, and then took the F.R.C.S.I. and the D.P.H.
in 1900. In 1914, at the age of 45, he volunteered for a com-
mission in the R.A.M.C., served in France, was mentioned in
dispatches, and awarded the Military Cross in 1917. After
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