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give the boosting dose without a preliminary Schick or Moloney
test, since environmental conditions may affect the child's antibody
response. A good guide might be to Sch'ick-test all children who
had been at school for a year or more, before giving a further dose
of A.P.T.; or, alternatively, to use T;A.F., a less potent antigen,
for the boosting dose in such children.

Housemaid-Receptionist and Unemployment Insurance
Q.-An inspector of the Ministry of Nationial Insuirance called

uipon me and inquired about employees of myself or by the partner-
ship. The surgery accommodationz is at my house, anid I employ
one maid. She helps my wife with the work of the house, and, of
course, answers door-bells, telephone, and so on. The inspector
claims that the maid is employed as a receptionist and as such should
have a card stamped weekly for unemnployment benefit as well as
N.H.I. benefit, and has requested a payment of £10-odd for arrears.
This seems to me to be a new departure and one not lightly to be
acceded to, and I should be glad of your comments anid advice.
A.-The question is whether the maid's employment as a re-

ceptionist is substantial or merely occasional. There are no hard-
and-fast rules; each case has to be decided on its own facts. The
doctor or the maid, or both, may appeal to the Minister, applying
on the appropriate form, which can be obtained from the local
office. The Minister will probably appoint a barrister or a solicitor
to conduct a local hearing and report. An appeal against his
decision can be brought to the High Court.

INCOME TAX
Indian Army Personnel

"I.A.M.C." asks (a) whether an officer in the Indian Army Medical
Corps proceeding to the United Kingdom for permanent residence
there will be liable to United Kingdom tax on allotments paid in
this country in the income-tax year of his return if he maintains a
residence here prior to return, and (b) what is the position as regards
I.A.M.C. officers returning to their homes in Britain for 28 days'
leave or longer.

*** (a) Yes, he is liable for the year of return on pay or allot-
ments issued here. (b) Such officers are apparently liable in respect
of their pay for the period spent in this country-assuming they are
maintaining a residence here. General Note: As the liability turns
on " residence " in this country, the aormal personal and family
allowances can be claimed on the full year's basis. Further, if tax
is paid in both countries in respect of the same income, relief from
the double income tax can be claimed.

Wife's Salary as Dispenser
D. W. pays his wife £104 per annum as dispenser. Payment is

made quarterly. How should tax be paid on the salary?
*** Presumably the wife is an employee and her salary is charged

against the profits of the practice. The payments made to her are
" emoluments" falling within the P.A.Y.E. system, and tax should
be deducted therefrom accordingly.

Liability on War Loan Interest
A. L. has had an income of £180 from war loans since 1941, when

it was declaied for income-tax purposes. He has now received a
demand note for the tax on this interest for 1942-3 and 1943-4,
though during those years it was entirely spent on university and
college fees.

*** The tax is legally assessable. The liability is not affected by
the purpose for which the income was expended.

Deduction for Use of Car
"INQUIRER " asks what deduction can be claimed for the- use of a

car required for transport to clinics and hospitals. What is the
position if a mileage allowance is given by the employer?

*** A deduction can be claimed for the amount of the expenses
incurred " wholly, exclusively, and necessarily " in travelling between
the places where the duties of the office held have to be performed.
No rule can be given of general application as to what that amount
would be-it clearly depends on the circumstances of each case. If
a mileage allowance is received no further claim can usually be made,
as it is prima facie deemed adequate for the " necessary " expendi-
ture, but of course it is not regarded as part of the chargeable
earnings.

Tax Payable on Pension
A. B. inquires what tax would be payable on a pension of £512;

he is married and has a niece, aged 17 years, for whom he is entirely
sesponsible, though she is not legally adopted.

***, Unless the niece is receiving whole-time education of a
recognized form no allowance for her is claimable. If she is receiving
such education and no other individual is entitled to an allowance in

respect of her the amounts of tax shown below as payable would be
reduced by £25. The tax payable on the pension calculated as for
the present financial year is £136 12s. 6d., of which £37 will ultimately
be returnable as " post-war credit." It is of course possible that the
tax for the year commencing April 5, 1946, may be the net amount-
i.e., £111 13s. 6d. or less-but that depends on future legislation.

Sale of Car
"MEMBER " asks, If a car, used for professional purposes, on

which depreciation has been allowed annually, is sold for more than
the difference between the aggregate of the amounts allowed for
depreciation and its original cost, is the excess subject, to income tax
or would any adjustment of past depreciation allowances be made?

*** The excess is not subject to income tax-the car being part of
the professional equipment and not stock in trade-and no adjust-
ment is due in respect of past allowances, which were presumably
reasonable on the facts as then existing.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Sting-ray Poison

Dr. W. H. PALMER (Hayle, Cornwall) writes: Having just read
Dr. R. H. Blair's letter (Aug. 25, p. 267) and Dr. Muir Evans's letter
referred to (which I had previously missed), I am wondering if the
sting-ray poison is analogous to that injected from the dorsal spine
(with poison sac at its base) of a little transparent fish (I don't know
its name) that hides in the sands here in shallow water, in such a way
that the sole of the bather's foot can be punctured and receive the
.poison, giving intense pain and cramp all up that leg, with varying
degree of shock, nausea, and malaise, but very little local signs of
puncture. In these cases I find that subdermal injections of (1) 10
minims of adrenaline 1 in 1,000 repeated if found necessary, (2) cal-
cium and vitamin D 2 or 3 c.cm.-put into different areas of the
poisoned limb-give fairly quick relief. The idea came to me when
wondering if the poison was allergic in nature. Anyway, whether
that is so or not, this treatment seems to act well, and might be worth
trying in cases of sting-ray and jelly-fish poisoning.

A Fatal Shot
Dr. ERIC GARDNER (Weybridge) writes: A man using a borrowed

12-bore shotgun in a harvest field, and standing at the top of the field,
which was on a very steep slope, had just reloaded, and as he closed
the breech the right barrel, the lock of which was defective, dis-
charged. A farm hand standing 36 yards away at the bottom of the
slope and looking upwards towards the gun received the full charge
in front. He fell down and died almost immediately. The necropsy
showed that 47 pellets had struck his chest, abdomen, and upper thighs,
with a few scattered shot-holes on his arms and lower face, but only
two of these pellets had even penetrated the skin and had done no
harm. The brain was covered with a very large subarachnoid haemor-
rhage spreading up the sylvian fissures on to the surface of the
hemispheres, with a good deal of subdural haemorrhage as well. The
right posterior cerebral artery was severed, and between the cut ends
a No. 5 pellet was lying. Of the 48 pellets that struck the body one
only was responsible for death, and that one had entered the right
nostril, passed through the sphenoid sinus just to the right of the
middle line, emerged through its roof, and travelling backwards, had
severed the right posterior cerebral artery.

Sensitivity
Major W. 0. G. TAYLOR, R.A.M.C., writes: We have to thank

Dr. A. C. Lendrum (Aug. 11, p. 198) for his remarks. Of course it
is known that sensitiveness may occur to any substance under the
sun-even to sunlight itself. So it has to be expected that cases or
sensitiveness to the plasticizer of sensitive resin may quite well occur,
and this should be borne in mind when reading the answer in the
column " Any Questions? " on the effectiveness of phthalates
(Aug. 18, p. 240).

Disclaimer
Dr. SIDNEY E. CROSKERY (Tunbridge Wells) writes: My atten-

tion has been drawn to the mention of my name as the doctor
attending a premature baby in an article in the Kent and Sussex
Couirier of Sept. 7. This notice was put in without either my know-
ledge or consent.

Corrigenda
Dr. F. J. WILFRID SASS writes: In my letter " Tuberculous Persons

in Prisons" which you kindly published on Sept. 1 I made two
omissions: in the seventh line from the bottom of the page, after the
words " on a mattress," " in the open air " should have been written;
and in the last line of the letter I should have said " (greens, peas,
carrots, parsnips, turnips, and onions were often served)."

In the Journal of Sept. 8 (p. 341) appears a. question and answer
under the heading, " Sex Hormones to Control Uterine Bleeding." In
the last sentence of the reply the word " stimulate " shoulW have
read " simulate."

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.4419.376-a on 15 S
eptem

ber 1945. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

