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The Tuberculosis Educational Institute has arranged a refresher
course in tuberculosis for health visitors, almoners, and social
workers, to be held from Sept. 27 to 29, at the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Keppel Street, W.C. Particulars
may be hiad from Dr. Harley Williams, Tavistock House North.
Tavistock Square, W.C.1.
Mr. E. Laming Evans, F.R.C.S., who died on April 6, left estate

of the gross value of £53,494. After bequeathing his property to
his wife during widowhood he directed that on the death of the
suLrvivor of his wife and his sister the ultimate residue of his estate
should go to the Royal College of Surgeons of England, the income
to be applied for the advancement of and research into orthopaedic
surgery, " or should they refuse then to the University of Cambridge
for like purposes."

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL NOTES
Discussion of Table

In Englanid and Wales infectious diseases were less prevalent
than in the previous week: measles notifications went down
by 509 cases, scarlet fever by 295, whooping-cough by 136,
dysentery by 24, and diphtheria by 14.
The fall in scarlet fever was most marked in the north,

Yorks West Riding reporting 53 fewer cases than last week,
and Lancashire 50. The incidence of whooping-cough fell
sharply in Lancashire, Essex, and Warwickshire, where, respec-
tively, 32, 31, and 31 cases were recorded. The returns for
diphtheria for the past three weeks have been 28, 38, and 52
below the lowest return of last year, which was then the lowest
level ever recorded. The incidence of measles continued to fall
throughout the country, except in Kent, Southampton, Essex,
and Norfolk, where it remained practically stationary: these
four counties contributed 31% of the total notifications.
The largest returns for dysentery were Lincolnshire 72, Essex

27, London 25, Middlesex 23, Suffolk 22, Oxfordshire 18, Lanca-
shire 17, Glamorganshire 14.

In Scotland there was a general fall in the notifications of
infectious diseases. Notifications were fewer than last week by
the following totals: primary pneumonia 32, scarlet fever 27,
measles 24, dysentery 9, diphtheria 8.

In Eire notificationrs of diarrhoea and enteritis, rising by 34,
reverted to the high level of July 54 of the 60 cases were in
Dublin C.B.

Scotland's Health during 1944
The report of the Department of Health for Scotland shows

a health record that compares favourably with the best pre-war
years. The 1944 rates for infant mortality, stillbirths, and
maternal mortality, respectively 65.0, 32.5, and 3.0 per thousand,
were the lowest ever recorded in Scotland. Diphtheria notifica-
tions were high in 1940 with 15,069 confirmed cases and 675
deaths, but each successive year has shown an improvement,
although the disease is still relatively prevalent, with 6,835 con-
firmed cases and 183 deaths in 1944. It is estimated that the
incidence during 1944 was 1 in 435 for immunized children,
and 1 in 190 for non-immunized children, with case-mortality
rates of I in 400 and 1 in 18 respectively. The incidence of
cerebrospinal fever is falling, confirmed cases during 1940-4
numbering 2,580, 1,868, 973, 641, and 518. During 1944 there
were 4,373 cases of dysentery-almost four times the total for
1939. For the first time during the war years the notifications
of pulmonary and non-pulmonary tuberculosis fell-there were
respectively 7,036 and 2,512 cases. Deaths from pulmonary
tuberculosis, 2,978, remained at the level of 1943, and deaths
from other forms, 957, were 26 fewer. Notifications of venereal
diseases are on the downgrade; the number of cases of syphilis
at treatment centres was 3,542, and of gonorrhoea 4,270.

Quarterly Returns for England and Wales
The birth rate during the first quarter of the year was 17.0

per thousand, this being 0.4 below the rate for the March quarter
of 1944, but 1.8 above the average of the five first quarters
1939-43. There were 10,656 infant deaths-59 per thousand
live births, and 11 below the average for the 10 preceding first
quarters. Deaths from diarrhoea of infants under 2 were 5.8
per thousand live births ; the rates for the four preceding quarters
were 4.9, 4.1, 6.4, and 4.5. The general death rate was 15.1 per
thousand, compared with 13.8 for the March quarter of 1944,
and 16.0 for the average of the five first quarters prior to 1944.

Week Ending August 18
The notifications of infectious diseases in England and Wales

during the week included: scarlet fever 922, whooping-cough
967, diphtheria 351, measles 1,327, acute pneumonia 275, cerebro-
spinal fever 39, dysentery 259, paratyphoid 4, typhoid 5, polio-
myelitis 27.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND VITAL STATISTICS
We print below a summiary of Infectious Diseases and Vital
Statistics in the British Isles during the week ended Aug. 11.

Figujres of Principal Notifiable Diseases for the week and those for the corre-
soendling sseek last year, for: (a) England and Wales (Londoni included). (b)
London (administrative county). (c) Scotland. (d) Eire. (e) Northiern Ireland.

Fiyvres of Bi'ths ond Deaths, and of Deaths recorded uinder each infectious disease,
are for: (a) The 126 great towns in England and Wales (including London).
(b) London (administrative county). (c) The 16 principal towns in Scotland. (d)
The 13 principal towns in Eire. (e) The 10 principal towns in Northern Ireland.
A dash - denotes no cases; a blank space denotes disease oct notifiable or

no return available.

1945 1944 (Corresponding Week)
isease

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

CerebrospinalI fever .. 33 - 16 1 1 52 4 25 1 -
Deaths .. . 1 -

Dinhtheria .. . 346 20 95 53 18 428 18 103 64 16
Deaths .. . 8 - 2 - - 8 1 - 1-

Dysentery .. . 300 25 47 - - 127 19 78- -
Deaths .. .- -- -

Encephalitis lethargica,
acute . .. 2 -- - 2 -

Deaths

Erysipelas . ..40 3 -33 9 2
Deaths

Infective enteritis or
diarrhoea under 2
years . ..60 43

Deaths . .. 51 7 6 13 5 70 4 14 15 4

Measles* . 1,681 61 33 8 3 1,795 36 45 14 29
Deaths .. . - - I-- 2- -- -

Opbthalmnia neonatorum 59 3 20-- 67 1 19- -
Deaths

Paratyphoid fever . 6 22(B) - 2(1) 8 1 61I(B)-
Deaths .. . - - - - - - - - - -

Pneumonia, influenzalt .251 13 2 3 1 356 10 2 - 3
Deaths (from influ-

enza) . .. 4 - - - - 8- - - -

Pneumonia, primary . 87 10 117 16
Deaths . .. 17 7 2 20 4 5

Polio-encephalitis, acute I - 3 -
Djeaths

Poliomyelitis, acute .. 16 - 2 2 3 12 - 9 - 2
Deaths .. .

PuerreralI fever.. .. 2 14 - 2 9 -

Deaths

Puerreral pyrexia . 116 7 16 2 1 143 ( 14 1-
Deaths

Relapsing fever .
Deaths

Scarlet fever .. . 937 57 154 19 23 1,084 22 169 26 27
Deaths .. ..I- -

Smallpox
Deaths

Typhoid fever. .. 6 1 4 3 4 12 2 23 4
Deaths ...1 1

Typhus fever
Deaths

Whooping-cough* . 936 41 26 16 4 1,444 61 64 30 13
Deaths . 9 1 1 - 1 14 4 2 2-

Deaths (0-1 year) .. 263 385 33 28 19i 328 25 50 28 18
Infant mortality rate
(per 1,000 live births)

Deaths (excluding still-
births) . . . . 3,668 555 478 153 113 3,972 64C 499 153 106

Annual death rate (per
1,000 persons living) 10.9 9.9 § 11.5 9.9 §

Lise births .. . 5,926 733 748 377 264 6,175 491 854 278 248
Annual rate per 1,000

jpersons living . 15-0 24-3 § 17-4 18-0§

Stillbitths . .. 193 16 19 197 20 39
Rate per 1,000 total

births (including
stillborn) .. ..25 44

*Measles and whooping-cough are not notifiable in Scozland, and the returns
are therefore an approximation only.

t Includes p)rimary form for England and Wales, London (administrative
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