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No one can travel at night on the London tubes, with their
30,000 sleeping shelterers, rising to twice that number when there
is an alert, without realizing the danger of spread of infection
and contagion in such a setting. There are factors, of course,
which tell the other way-the maintenance of the general
standard of nutrition, full employment, and certain emotional
factors such as the recurring hope of an early peace, the excite-
ment engendered by events, and the Britling determination to
"see it through."

Vital statistics and public health occupy only one-third of
this Sunmmary Report. The section on war services does not
carry the story down as far as D-day, so that the 40,000 beds
in the E.M.S. hospitals in England and Wales so far as the
report is concerned are left vacant and ready to receive casual-
ties. Particulars are given concerning two services which will
remain as peacetime organizations of first importance. One
is the new medical service of blood transfusion, in which
450,000 donors-about half the total number enrolled-were
bled last year. The other service is rehabilitation, and here
it is mentioned that of the larger hospitals of which a survey
has been made, about half are now providing some active
rehabilitation facilities. In the work of reconstruction the
Ministry has on hand a housing problem that is no more than
outlined in this report. The proposals for the National Health
Service are not repeated at length because they have already
been the subject of a White Paper and of Parliamentary
debate. The Ministry is co-operating in the plans for medical
relief in Europe, and three of its medical officers have been
appointed whole-time members of U.N.R.R.A. In almost all
that it does the Ministry has to depend upon local authorities
as its execuitives, though they are also, of course, independent
bodies. Mr. Willink, whose first report it is, pays a deserved
tribute to local authorities for their efficiency and resilience
in the matters of public health and safety.

AWARDS TO CIVIL DEFENCE MEDICAL OFFICERS
The London Gazette has announced the appointment as M.B.E.
(Civil Division) of Dr. Elsie Boyton, medical officer in charge, light
mobile unit, Civil Defence Casualty Service, Battersea, Dr. Frederick
Alfred Phillipps, medical officer in charge, mobile. unit, Civil De-
fence Casualty Service, Chelsea, and Dr. Horatio Franklin Sparling,
medical officer, shelter medical aid post, Civil Defence Casualty
Service, East Croydon, and the award of the George Medal to
Dr. John Beeston, medical officer, Civil Defence Casualty Service,
Willesden. The citations read as follows:

Dr. BOYTON has devoted much of her time and energies to the training of
her staff, and her personal interest has had a marked effect upon their efficiency
during operations. She has never failed to be present at incidents when the
unit has been in action. and her services have at all times been invaluable.
On one occasion, persons were trapped on the fifth floor of a building hit by
a living bomb. 'The staircases were dcmolished, and the only means of entrance
was by the tise of the N.F.S. turntable ladder. Owing to the nature of the
building, this ladder could enly be used at a maximum angle suspended away
from the buildinig. It was pcssible l'or cnly one petson to mount at a time,
and to enter the building it was ncccssary to climb over the side of the turn-
table through a broken and dangerous window. Dr. Boytcn insisted on being
allowed to climb to the top of the building to rcnder aid to a trapped casu-
alty, with whom she remained until he could be removed. This feat is typical
of the admirable work she has repeatedly carried out at the many incidents at
which she has been present. Dr. Boyton's devotion to duty has always been
a great stimulus to all who have worked with her.

During an air raid an H.E. tomb demolished a building, and people were
trapped in the wreckage, which caught fire. For 10 hours Dr. PHILLIPPS super-
vized the rescue of many c sualtics and rcridered the necessary surgical
treatment. He performecd a surgical operation on a trapp^d casualty under
conditions of considerable difficulty and great danger before rescue was
possible. Dr. Phillipps showzd txceptional qttalities of Icadership and initiative.

Dr. SPARLING has given great assistance to the rescue services in their efforts
to rescue trapped and buried victims of flying bombs. On many occasions, at
great personal risk. he has crawlcd under the ruins of houses to attend to
victims. At one incident he was held by his heels suspended over the edge
of a cavity uintil he had completed treatment of the trapped per-son.
Dr. Sparling has shown cour-age and devotion to duty without thought for his
own safety.
A flying bomb demolis.led houses and people were trapped in the wreckage.

A tunnel was driven into the debris, the weight of which was gradually
forcing otit the remains of a party wall. Dr. BEESTON was able to get to a
woman who was trapped in the 'deb-is., through which ran several large
timbers sttpportcd by the arms of a chair. He decided that a blood
transfusron was necessary, and immediately commenced to effect the operation,
instructing the rescuers to continue freeing the casualty as gently as possible.
An escape of coal gas was affccting everybody working in the tunnel, and the
rescuers were relieved from time to time; but Dr. Beeston continued for
90 minutes with the casuialty, although a fall of debris took place just as the
plasma bottlcs were being changed. As the casualty's condition continued to

improve from the onset of the transfusion, rescue work was speeded up. With
Dr. Beeston's assistance, she was eventually extricated and brought through the
tunnel on a stretcher with the p!asma tube. still in position. Dr. Beeston
showed courage without regard for the dangerous load above and the presence
of coal gas. His skill, applied as it was on the spot, undoubtedly saved the
life of the woman.

NUFFIELD PROVINCIAL HOSPITALS TRUST
The Provincial Hospitals Regionalization Council of the Trust held
a meeting at Liverpool on Dec. 15, under the chairmanship of
Sir George Martin, when Sir E. Farquhar Buzzard and Alderman
W. Hyde, two of the Governing Trustees, were present.

Liverpool University: Department of Neurology.-The Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Liverpool announced that as a result
of the generosity of the Trust the University had decided to estab-
lish a Department of Neurology, the need for which, especially on
the surgical side, has become increasingly compelling. The services
of the new department will be available both to voluntary and to
municipal hospitals throughout the district. The Trust, after con-
sidering a report by its Medical Advisory Council, has decided to
make a grant to the University of £3,000 a year for five years, and
the balance of the income required is now being collected. A
promise of the capital expenditure which will fall upon the Univer-
sity has already been obtained from an anonymous benefactor.
Leeds University: Chair of Psychiatry.-The Trust is to provide

£15,000 to enable the University of Leeds to establish a whole-time
Chair in Psychiatry, in association with a complete Psychiatric Unit.
There will be facilities for both undergraduate and postgraduate
instruction and for research in the branches of psychological medicine
as well as for treatment. It is suggested that the functions of the
unit shall include the establishment of close contact between general
medicine and psychiatry and the clinical integration of the various
mental health services in the area which-at present function separately.
Such a unit would lead to a close correlation between university,
voluntary hospital, municipal hospital, and the mental health ser-
vices. It is hoped that the unit in Leeds will provide a pattern and
afford experience for setting up similar units in the area.
Survey of Hospital Services in Nor-thern Ireland.-It was reported

to the Regionalization Council that, at the request of the Northern
Ireland Regional Hospitals Council, this survey, now completed,
was undertaken by the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust and
carried out by Dr. Stanley Barnes, Lieut.-Gen. Sit William P.
MacArthur, and Dr. Duncan G. Leys. The survey followed the
lines of those made in England and Wales. The report contains
advice and recommendations as to what modifications or develop-
ments of the existing hospital facilities in Northern Ireland would
be necessary or desirable to secure a co-ordinated and comprehensive
hospital service. It also deals with special subjects, ancillary medical
services, and types of hospitals. The Northern Ireland Regional
Hospitals Council regards the report as a highly valuable and educa-
tional document which should provide a basis for planning the future
hospitals and consultant services for the province. On the sugges-
tion of the Minister of Health and Local Government for Northern
Ireland, the report is to be made available to his Health Advisory
Committee.

FINANCE OF VOLUNTARY HOSPITALS
More than usual interest attaches just now to the amount con-
tributed by patients, by contributory schemes, and by legacies to
the income of London voluntary hospitals. The statistical summary
of the King's Fund for 19431 states that the figure from the first
two at £1,722,921 was higher than any other source of income and
was an increase of £235,239 over the previous year. Subscriptions
and donations, central funds, and free legacies treated as income
(the last-named being a source which it was thought would suffer
in times of high taxation) amounted to over £1,500,000; but
perhaps the most convincing way of putting all this is to say that
72.7% of the total maintenance income came from sources other
than Government grants under the E.M.S. and public authorities.
Though these figures are encouraging, the summary points out that
the net result for the 169 voluntary hospitals which it covers was
not so good as in 1942: maintenance income was £5,413,200,
expenditure £5,311,900, leaving a surplus of £101,300 as against
£246,800 the previous year. The total number of beds was 23,307,
206 more than at Dec. 31, 1942; the number open for patients rose
from 16,245 to 17,679 during the year, the average number occupied
daily being 11,496, as against 9,945. The duration of stay averaged
16.7 days for the general hospitals and'28.1 for the special hospitals.
The summary concludes by saying that the figures show that the
hospitals still largely depend, as they did before the war, on voluntary
contributions. These are providing adequate support for current
neeos. but are leaving no margin for the cost- of capital works
riequired after the war to restore the hospitals to their normal
activities.

1 King Edward's Hospital Fund for London, Statistical Summary tor 1945.
10, Old Jewry, E.C.2. Price Is. (Is. 6d. post free.)
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