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beginning of the vacation-i.e., the first fortnight-at least an hour
and preferably one and a half hours should be added to these
numbers of hours to make up for lost time. I think the same
remarks apply to girls.

Vaginal Discharge
Q.-A woman of abouit 30 has, for an indefinite numnber of years,

Jhad a vaginal " discharge " which stains her underclothing brown oii
its exposure to air, and the fabric is eventually destroyed by the
erosive action of the efilux. Since her first baby this state has
become worse. She has no vaginal discharge in the ordinary sense,
though her labiae are moister than normal. Her health is excellent.
Examination reveals nothing. I would appreciate a few pointers.
A.-Even though it is not- obvious on examination, this patient

must have a discharge to produce this staining of the clothing.
Vaginal discharge which is white or cream in the fresh state not
infrequently leaves a brown stain on drying. Intermittent escape of
urine (stress incontinence) should be excluded, but the most likely
cause for this symptom is a lesion of the cervix-erosion, cervicitis,
or endocervicitis. This suggestion is supported by the fact that
the condition has been made worse by child-bearing. Full examina-
tion of vaginal swabs is indicated and also careful inspection of
the cervix, followed possibly by treatment with cautery or diathermy.

Telegony
Q.-One has heard it said as a truism that a putre-bred bitch, if

crossed by a dog of another breed or a mongrel, is thereafter useless
for pure breeding by a dog of her own breed. It .is said that there
will be a taint of the other breed even if her puppies are by a dog
of her own kind. Is this really so, and if so, is this rule applicable
to human beinzgs after a woman has a child by, say, a negro ?
A.-A belief in this phenomenon, to which the term " telegony"

has been applied, is probably as old as the art of stockbreeding
itself. Until comparatively recently it would have been a perfectly
reasonable belief. The critical mind of Darwin was satisfied as to
the reality of telegony by certain observations, notable among which
was the classic case of Lord Morton's mare. This animal, of almost
pure Arab blood, was mated to a quagga, a kind of zebra which
is now extinct. Mated on two subsequent occasions to a pure
Arab stallion, she produced two foals with clearly striped legs
and the short, stiff maue characteristic of the quagga. Much later
(1896-1901) the experiment was reconstructed with great care and
on an ample scale by Cossar Ewart. No evidence in favour of
telegony emerged. Darwin had been misled by chance throws of
the hereditary dice box; it is, in fact, not very unusual for ordinary
foals to be born with stripes. No evidence for telegony has ever
appeared in many other carefully planned experiments in which
there should have been every chance for its occurrence. At the
present time, however, it is possible to go further. Not merely
is there no scientific evidence, but enough is now known of the*
mechanisms of reproduction and heredity for us to be sure that
there never could be; it is impossible that the phenomenon could
occur. A belief in telegony was not unreasonable in Darwin's day;
at the present time it is wholly inadmissible. But it is a superstition
which is dying very hard. (For an interesting account see Crew's
Anim1?al Genietics, Edinburgh, 1925.)

INCOME TAX
" Pay as you Earn "

W. B. has taken on work as an " indefinite locum " with possi-
bility of a death vacancy transfer.

*** Normally a locumtenent holds a particular engagement for a
short period and holds several in the course of a year. In such
circumstances the earnings are usually assessed under Schedule D
and do not come within "pay as you earn." W. B.'s position,
however, appears to be different; he is in effect a temporary assistant
employed by the proprietors of the practice, and " pay as you earn"
applits.

Assistant's Board and Lodging
K. S. is employed as an assistant. His employers have them-

selves, out of their own pocket, defrayed his board and lodging
expenses first when he .resided with them and afterwards at his present
residence. The inspector of taxes contends that he is liable to assess-
ment on the £150.

*** In our view the question of liability depends on the precise
nature of the arrangements made. Non-liability does not attach
only to board and lodging under the principal's roof; it applies if
the assistant is boarded elsewhere. But if the facts are that K. S.
is liable to his landlady for whatever amounts may be due to her
and the employing firm pay his debt for him, then it would seemn
that the discharge of that debt is equivalent in effect to paying the
amount inl cash to K. S., and he is liable to assessment to income
tax thereon.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Wanted for Research

Prof. F. C. PYBUS, F.R.C.S., writes from the Royal Victoria
Infirmary, Newcastle-upon-Tyne: I am working at the cause of
mammary carcinoma and haVe been feeding some mice of non-
mammary carcinoma strain with human mammary carcinoma, which
may be supposed to contain the " mammary factor " if the cause
is the same in man as in mice. A more direct experiment would be
the feeding of some young mice with the milk of a woman who
has, or has had, a mammary carcinoma. Such cases are, of course,
uncommon, and I am asking your help to get in touch with a doctor
who knows of one.

An Appeal to Good Nature
Owing to the need for severely restricting circulation of the

Jouirnal while the paper shortage lasts, a number of institutions and
individuals connected with medicine and its ancillary services can
no longer obtain the weekly copy for which they formerly sub-
scribed. Any member who might be willing to pass on his Journal
after reading it (making himself responsible for dispatch and
postage) would be given the name and address of a suitable recipient
if he wrote to the Publishing Manager at B.M.A. House, Tavistock
Square, W.C.1.

Molluscum Contagiosum
Dr. AGNES SAVILL (London, W.1) writes: Regarding the case of

molluscum contagiosum for which advice was asked (July 15, p. 101),
in my experience recurrences point to the existence of an infecting
object being employed, such as a sponge, loofah, favourite face-
cloth. In one case a special hat-band conveyed the infection. If
this is carefully investigated and the offending. object destroyed,
recurrences should cease.

Pest of Flies
Lieut.-Col. R. M. BARRON, I.M.S. (ret.), sends the following

suggestions for dealing with flies: " Breeding places outside houses
should be searched for, and, if found, dealt with. Flies enter a
house on the sunny side to find food and drink and to obtain shelter
from the sun. Windows and doors on which the sun shines in
the morning should be kept closed while the sun is on them; the
windows and doors on the opposite side jnay be left open. In the
afternoon the windows and doors on the now sunny side of the house
should be closed, and those on the shady side opened. An hour
before sunset all windows and doors may be opened, for if some
flies have entered to obtain protection from the sun and to obtain
food and drink and have found none they will fly out for a further
search. These facts can be strikingly observed with tents, especially
in the desert, but by following the same rules the nuisance can be
greatly avoided. Fly traps may also be used. Portions of net, with
meshes as large as those of fishing nets, hung over doors and win-
dows of houses or the entrances of tents will keep out flies.

Genesis of Shock

Capt. BRANDON LUSH writes: The interesting article by Major
Charnley (May 27, p. 716) throws fresh light on. the genesis of
shock. It shows that, under anaesthesia, Jocal fluid loss is the most
important, if not the only, factor in the production of shock. How-
ever, the casualties we see are conscious (shock is slight or absent
in head injuries) and able to suffer pain. G. W. Crile years ago
realized the importance of pain in the genesis of shock and used
local anaesthesia (especially nerve-block) to combat it. I 'feel that
pain is the most important factor in the genesis of shock-hence
the value of morphine in prophylaxis and treatment. All attempts
to reproduce clinical shock by experimenting on animals under
anaesthesia are likely to be fallacious. I believe that (references are
unobtainable in the field) trauma to a limb rendered anaesthetic by
local anaesthesia or nerve division produces no more shock than
that expected by fluid loss. Charnley's article also reminds one of
Patey and Robertson's suggestion of tight bandaging of a limb to
prevent the onset of the crush syndrome.

Disclaimer
Dr. V. N. LEYSHON, Deputy Medical Officer of Health. and Tuber-

culosis Officer, Blackpool, asks us to state that he disclaims all
knowledge or participation in the publication of an article in various
Sunday newspapers of*Aug. 6, 1944, in which his name appeared.

Corrigenda
Suilphapyridine in Bacterial Enidocarditis.-The course of sulpha-

pyridine given to the patient in the case described by Dr. R. P.
Lawrie (Aug. 12, p. 224) consisted of 12 g. (24 tablets each of
0.5 A.) and not 0.12 g. as stated.
* Registration of Specialists.-The first line of Dr. A. Piney's letter
(Aug. 19, p. 253) belongs to Capt. Jacobs's letter on page 256.
Dr. Piney's letter (dated Aug. 5) should begin: " The current issue
of the Journal should, I think, be read," etc.
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