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"Pay as you Earn"
A. P. is employed by two authorities, one of which usually pays

the fees two or three months after they are earned. In consequence
some fees earned before April 5, 1944 (and therefore part of the
income already assessed for 1943-4) were paid after that date and
suffered deduction of tax under " pay as you earn." Wtat is his
remedy?

*** It has to be borne in mind that," pay as you earn " is a system
of collection of tax; the old assessment procedure still operates,
though on the basis of the current year instead of the preceding
year. The tax payable by A. P. for 1943-4 has been reduced by
7/12ths "cancellation," but the precise amount to be cancelled is
governed by special rules and apparently has not yet been calculated;
further cancellation is subject to certain conditions compliance with
which may remain uncertain until Nov. 5. But sooner or later A. P.
will receive a statement from the inspector of taxes setting out the
full facts, and he can safely wait for that statement to be sent to
him. It may perhaps be added that unless the authority in ques-
tion expedites its dates of payment he will not suffer deduction of
tax in 1944-5 on more than a year's fees.

J. L. W. retired in 1937. During 1942-3 he received fees amount-
ing to about £500 for examining patients. He inquires (1) whether
he comes under the P.A.Y.E. system aid (2) whether he is entitled
to travelling expenses.

*** (1) The first point to decide is whether J. L. W. is assessable
under Schedule E-i.e., whether he is in " employment." The
answer to that depends on whether the arrangement or contract
under which he works establishes the relationship of "master and
servant." If it does, he is assessable under Schedule E and his
earnings come under P A.Y.E.; if J. L. W. is his own master the
fees are assessable under Schedule D and P.A.Y.E. does not apply.
Prima facie the former is the case. (2) The expense of travelling
from one's residence to the place of employment is not deductible.
But an exception has been made to meet wartime changes of resi-
dence, etc., subject to a maximum deduction of £10.

Sale of Practice: Expenses
N. P. has sold his practice and stored his furniture until he sets

up practice again. Is any part of the expense of removal and
storage of the furniture allowable?

*** No; such expenses are not incurred in carrying on the pro-
fession, but after the professional activity has ceased.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC. .
An Argentine looks at British Plastic Surgery

To see ourselves as others see us is always an interesting-if at
times a mortifying-experience. In a paper from the Instituto de
Clinica Quirurgica, the leading surgical clinic in South America, an
Argentine surgeon describes from personal observation the treat-
ment of fractures of the middle third of the face in British civil
and military practice (Dia mid., 1944, 16, 361). The author, Dr. R.
Castro O'Connor, recently completed a study of plastic surgery in
this country as a British Council scholar, and his careful and detailed
survey of a particular aspect of this subject would seem to indicate
that he employed his time to very good purpose. For convenience,
he " divides " the face into upper, middle, and lower thirds. The
middle third includes the superior maxilla and the nasal, ethmoid, and
malar bones. The mnode of production, diagnosis, and treatment of
fractures of this region are reviewed at considerable length, and
different techniques used by individual British plastic surgeons are
described. The author stresses particularly the importance of the
closest collaboration between the plastic and the dental surgeon,
and concludes with a very generous tribute to the " inimitable " Sir
Harold Gillies, with whom he spent most of his time, and also to
Prof. T. P. Kilner, Mr. A. H. Mclndoe, and Mr. R. Mowlem, whose
units he visited for varying periods. Anglo-Argentine relations are
complex and.fraught with difficulties at the present time, but it is
good that medical science and practice should provide common
ground for countries which are not closely linked at the political
level. Whatever ideological or political divisions may embarrass
or disturb international relationships, medical men of all countries
are animated by the same fundamental aims and interests, and are
heirs to a common tradition which is as old as civilization. In an
age of competing millenarian solutions to human ills, it is well that
medical men should remember this and jealously guard their right
to the free exchange of views and experience with professional
brethren not only of their own but of other nations.

Sickness Records of Hospital Nurses
Dr. W. NORMAN TAYLOR (Radstock) writes: Dr. Wilkie (May 13,

p. 670) quotes figures to show that the health of non-resident hospital
nurses is not so good as that of the resident ones, and uses these
figures as an argument against the system of allowing nurses to live

out. He apparently does not realize that his figures could equally
well be used by an advocate for this non-resident system. They
merely show that resident nurses do not consult a doctor so often,
not that they are less often sick-two very different things. In
other words, they could as well be used to suggest that Dr. Wilkie's
nurses are being discouraged from reporting sick when living under
the eye of authority. Such a- state of affairs is all too common in
some of our hospitals. Surely our nurses can have the same
privileges as the rest of the general population, and one of those is
the privilege of going sick when one feels like it-and without
asking permission.

Army Council and Wounded Medical Officers
Dr. F. C. DURBIN writes: It is now the policy of the Army Council

to retain in the Service a medical officer who has been so severely
wounded in action as to necessitate amputation of a leg, although
the individual concerned may express a desire to be released in
order to join the E.M.S. By becoming a civilian he would be
enabled to acquire experience in hospital practice, while if retained
in the Army he is liable to be posted as medical officer to a com-
batant unit in this country only. There, if he does not actually
stagnate, he will fail to increase his knowledge of medicine to the
maximum advantage. I feel that such individuals should be given
the best possible opportunities for starting afresh, particularly as
most have joined up soon afLer qualification. Their places could
easily be filled by some of the many hundreds of Young men still
in the E.M.S. who have been so employed since the beginning of
the war. I consider it a shameful policy to utilize a disabled man
in the Services against his wish. It would seem that the Army is
determined to extract more than its pound of flesh.

The D.P.M.: A Minimum Requirement
D. F.-R. (Lancs) writes: I refer to your correspondent's observa-

tions upon the above (July 15, p. 102), and as I have been a teacher
and tutor for this diploma over a period of years my remarks may
be of value to him, and to other officers contemplating obtaining it.
I agree that the standard of the examination has required improve-
ment, but actual preparation time remains about the same, as much
obscure psychology and physiology has been eliminated or has at
least ceased to figure in the actual tests. In Part II the psychiatric
examiners are, by their writings and practice, acknowledged as
experts in all phases of mental disorder, keep well within the scope
of the prescribed syllabus, and maintain a very fair balance between
the various subdivisions of the specialty in their questions. I am
convinced most holders of the Diploma wish to feel they are recog-
nized to advise expertly in the widest conception of psychological
medicine, and not in the limited mode your correspondent suggests.
Undoubtedly Jhe standard in neurology is especially high, but as
more and more of us are wont to describe ourselves as neuro-
psychiatrists, it is well this designation is not assumed, unless our
ability-is well proven. With reference to general practitioners and
the Diploma, I can state that I have coached many while they have
been carrying on their practices, and their pass record has been
most creditable. My chief complaint about the examination con-
cerns Part I, which is still far too academic, of no value to the
candidate for his future practice, and is a real deterrent to those of
more mature years contemplating the course of instruction. I
strongly recommend your correspondent to have a " stab " at the
examination as soon as possible: I am sure he will find many of
his " notions " ill founded.

Warts
Dr. T. C. GIPSON (Pinhoe, Devon) writes: In " Any Questions? "

of July 22, under the heading " Warts," the advice given for treat-
ment of a doctor's child for wart on the knee is to apply formalin
for fifteen minutes daily. Surely this is unnecessarily protracted in
a doctor's household. A very much quicker method is: Surround the
wart with a trace of vaseline or ointment, and apply concentrated
nitric acid with a match so as to leave a definite bead of wet fuming
acid on the wart; keep the child with the leg up until the acid has
dried off; a little smarting will be felt after five minutes. Next
day the top of the wart is cut off with an old razor blade until the
roots show unstained yellow; another application with a match-stick.
which will sting for ten minutes, and the'wart is finished. N.B.-In
cutting off the dead wart it is important to stop before bleeding
occurs because this dilutes the acid on the second application. Inci-
dentally, it is painless as long as the wart is deeply stained.

Correction
We apologize for the error which crept into the annotation on

"Nutrition and the War " published in the Journal of July 15 (p. 84).
Dr. Sydenstricker did not observe that it was "a pity that the
pregnant woman does not get her unborn child's ration book as
soon as she is pregnant instead of ten months later." Since July 25,
1943, the pregnant woman has in fact been entitled to her unborn
child's ration book as -soon as pregnancy is established and she
makes application to the Food Office.
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