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by those whose work is so much criticized. If advice may be
given to students, it would be along the line of absorbing all
the knowledge they can from their teachers and textbooks.
Such instruction, along with the help given by trained European
nurses, is the biggest factor in postgraduate work abroad. Even
the preliminary sciences should be studied gladly, for they
provide a good base. The teaching of anatomy is most often
the butt for criticism. Looking back one is not aggrieved at
the amount of detail which had to be assimilated, rather the
regret is that so much of what was taught has been allowed
to slip the memory.

Professors, medical curriculum, British Medical Association,
medical textbooks-all come in for sharp criticism. Professors
are not always interesting lecturers, we know, but we are
indebted to them, and their fairness in examinations is remem-
bered with gratitude. It may be possible to improve the medical
curricutum, but it is to be remembered that it has been-built
up after much thought, trial, and error. The British Medical
Association may have its faults, since it is composed of human
beings, but medical life and practice in the backwoods would
lose much if the pages of the British Medical Journal were not
available for perusal. Medical writers may give us dry books
at times, but their compact volumes guide us out of many
difficulties. One colleague, who built up a successful surgical
practce, while,operating 'sed in his early days to have a number
of books stuck up in the operating theatre, all open at the
appropriate pages ready for reference in emergency, and he
would have repudiated the suggestion of a critic to burn such
tomes.
To criticize is easy, cheap, and destructive; but to lecture,

demonstrate, and write is difficult, costly, and constructive. Let
us give honour where honour is due.-I am, etc.,

Scottish Livingstone Hospital, Molepolole, S. Africa. P. M. SHEPHERD.

Character and Personality in the Medical Student
SIR,-Evolution has shown that in a self-sufficient community

we have to have our dustmen as well as our doctors. The
dustman is just as much of a specialist in his job as the doctor
is in his and just as important. Heredity and environment are
by no means negligible factors in a child's upbringing, and
therefore we tend to look for our future dustmen among the
children of dustmen and our fututre doctors among the children
of doctors. Presumably when we painted ourselves with woad
and lived in caves we were approximately equal in wealth,
eminence, and social position. As time went on differences in
social position due to differences in character and ingenuity
developed, until at the present time we find ourselves members
of a very complex community with its many specialized jobs
and its many gradations of wealth. This evolution was gradual,
natural, and inevitable.

It is well to remember that legislation should always be
introduced for the good of the majority and not for the good
of a few exceptional cases. To illustrate: legally it is criminal
to induce an abortion except for certain specified reasons, and
so in the exceptional case of a girl being raped and becoming
pregnant the law offers no remedy. The Planning Committee
of the College of Physicians takes the opposite view to this
legal axiom, and for the sake of the few exceptional cases of
dustmen's children wanting to become doctors throws open
the portals of medicine to everyone.

I congratulate most warmly Dr. E. D. Broster on his
courageous letter (May 27, p. 729). I feel it is high time that
we paid tribute to our men of letters and our great industrialists
instead of sneering at them in a manner calculated to gain
momentary favour for ourselves in the eyes of our dustmen-
a habit that is becoming far too fashionable nowadays. Let
us realize that, in general, the possession of wealth, intelligence,
and individualism is not a thing to despise, and that through
centuries of evolution the doctor has achieved a certain social
standing with a certain reputation for manners, courtesy, and
sympathy which make him as acceptable in the tenements of
the poor as in the palaces of kings.

In view of the foregoing I find it hard to appreciate the
sentiments implied in Dr. H. E. Vickers's letter (June 17, p. 828),
and wonder if he seriously asks us to put the clock back
2,000 years.-I am, etc.,

Menston, near Leeds. R. JOHN GOURLAY.

Spanish Medicine
SIR,-It would be hard to compile a more misleading article

than the one on Spanish medicine which appeared in your
issue of June 17 (p. 820). Will you afford me space to correct
two major absurdities which are representative of a constantly
recurring theme in the literature of modern amateur historians?
The first is a well-known myth about Michael Servetus.

Your correspondent may have intended to deceive; I prefer
to believe that he is ignorant either of the facts or of the
plain meaning of his own words. However that may be,
Servetus had no ecclesiastical music to face on account of his
attack on Galen ; nor did he fly from Catholic Spain to Geneva.
He left Spain in 1529 as the secretary of the Emperor's
confessor and spent the rest of his life wandering about
Europe. His discovery of the lesser circulation was probably
made at Paris, and, so far as is known, brought him neither
ecclesiastical censure nor medical renown. He then wrote
a book on theology, controverting a dogma which was dear
to Calvin-the consubstantiality of the Father and Son in the
Trinity. Calvin denounced him to the French Inquisition, from
the prisons of which he escaped after a brief confinement, only
to 'suffer death by burning at the hands of Calvin.
The second is summarized by your correspondent in a

grandiloquent sentence: " The reason for this poverty of
nedical science . . . must surely be sought in the anachronistic
survival of that spirit of authoritarianism which is the mortal
enemy of experiment and discovery." For those of us who
believe in the virtues of democracy and the vices of
authoritarianism it would be nice if this were so, but, of course,
it is nonsense. One could adduce countless examples, beginning
with Galen (that ingenious experimenter who discovered, the
secretion of urine by the kidneys), to disprove this thesis;
I shall content myself with three modern ones. (1) Both
Pasteur (who lived and died a Catholic, by the way) and
Claude Bernard received their first encouragement from
Napoleon III, a free-thinking authoritarian. (2) The greatest
advances in German medicine have all occurred under
authoritarian regimes; the discovery of the antibacterial potency
of sulphonamides by Domagk is only the latest example of
a long series which stretch back to the beginning of the
nineteenth century. (3) Pavlov commenced his great work under
the Czars and finished it under the Bolshevists. Stalin, who is
probably the most convinced authoritarian of all time, liberally
encourages medical research.

It would indeed be much easier to argue in favour of the
exact opposite of your correspondent's thesis; but the clear
truth is that medical advarnces are quite independent of political
or ecclesiastical regimes. They depend largely on the wealth
and education of the country concerned. Spain is poor and
her people have had few opportunities of secondary and
university education, because she has been ruled for 100 -yars
by an oligarchy of more or less corrupt politicians who were
more concerned to expropriate than to obey the Catholic
Church.-I am, etc.,

Dublin. T. W. T. DILLON.

Dr. Alexander Lipschutz, director of the department of experi-
mental medicine of the National Health Service at Santiago, Chile,
has been awarded the second $2,000 prize given by Dr. Charles L.
Mayer and administered by the National Science Fund of the
National Academy of Sciences, New York. The prize was offered
for an outstanding contribution made in 1943 to present-day lnow-
ledge of factors affecting the growth of animal cells with particular
reference to human cancer. The recipient of the 1942 award was
Dr. Charles Huggins, professor of surgery at the University of
Chicago. During the last six years Dr. Lipschutz, together with
the Chilean scientists working in his laboratory, has studied the
fibromyomas of the uterus which can be induced in guinea-pigs by
injecting certain sex hormones of the female. The growths closely
resemble the fibr myomas (" fibroids ") whichi oqcur in wore
during the childbearing period, and Dr. Lipsehutz'has shown that
like these they dwindle and vanish when the stimu'ation of the sex
hormones is withdrawn, as happens after the menopause in women.
He and his associates have sought means to prevent the occurrence
and enlargement of the growths while the hormones are still acting,
and recently they have found that some other hormones, from other
organs, have this effect, as do. also certain substances synthesized by
chemists.' The molecular configurations responsible for the influence
of the antifibromatic agents are now under investigation.
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