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Pasteurization of Milk
SIR,-The Poole Borough Council, on the recommendation

-of its medical officer of health, has just adopted a resolution
asking the Ministry of Health to pasteurize all milk intended
for human consumption. I hope local authorities throughout
the country will look into the condition of their milk supplies,
and will likewise press the Ministry to take action in this
important matter.

I have before me the latest quarterly report of the milk
inspector of one of our important agricultural counties, which
I have reason to believe represents inR some approximate degree
the average throughout this coujtry. Out of 758 samples taken
from farms in the county, 384 were unsatisfactory-i.e., over
50%. Out of 73 samples taken from 'depots where milk is
collected, 57 were unsatisfactory-i.e., about 75%. From depots
the milk goes to a variety of distributors. What deterioration
takes place in their hands is not recorded. Perhaps it is just
as well. In the same report it is stated that 62 samples of milk
were taken for examination for the presence of tubercle bacilli,
during the quarter, under Section 68 of the Food and Drugs
Act, 1938. No results were given. The omission is very
significant. One's mind turns to the free and subsidized distribu-
tion of crude milk to our young scholars and children generally
under State direction, and to the recent increase of tuberculosis,
and it beGomes abundantly obvious that urgent measures are
needed without delay to remedy a really serious menace to
public health.

Poole Borough was seriously affected by the milk-borne
outbreak of typhoid fever in 1936, and is still therefore milk-
conscioul. The Ministry of Health performed most meritorious
service in connexion with that outbreak. Pasteurization may
not be a perfect answer to the demand for a healthy and
wholesome milk supply, but it is a ready and effective one.
Even if it does deprive milk of a small percentage of food
-value, it ensures comparative safety.-I am, etc.,

Bournemouth. J. Ross MACMAHON.
*** A leading article on pasteurization of milk appears at

p. 727.-ED., B.M.J.

Control of Venereal Diseases
SIR,-I welcome your leading article (Nov. 21, p. 611), which

I assume is an expression of disappointment with Defence
Regulation 33B. It is difficult to see how the regulation can
-make much ?dvance in the control of infections in the civilian
population, which are increasing rapidly. In any case, no one
(including the Ministry of Health) has any accurate knowledge
of the incidence of these conditions in this country; surely
that is the first question to tackle, and notification seems to me
the only way to do it.
As regards comparison with other countries, I doubt ex-

ceedingly whether Dr. Margaret Rorke is right in suggesting
that there is not the same sense of shame associated with V.D.
in Scandinavia as still exists in this country, and unless we are
prepared to change our moral ideas completely I suggest that
it is a good thing that, in most cases, such a sense of shame
should still exist. Neither am I prepared to accept Major
S. M: Laird's 2.5% defaulter rate,which he quotes for Sweden.
One would need much more information as to how the figures
were compiled; for a default rate of 2.5% means that for
practical purposes default in Sweden is negligible and Utopia
has been reached.

I, for one, am not among those who think that the present
V.D. scheme in Britain is a failure; on the contrary, I am
convinced that in many ways it has been a great success, but
undoubtedly it can be improved, particularly by better education
of our own profession. Heaven forbid that I should suggest
additional compulsory examination In V.D. for final-year
stiudents, but I am sure that the ignorance to be seen, even
to-day, in all classes of the medical profession is a very great
contributory factor in the spread of these important diseases.

I think that the Ministry of Health or the General Medical
Council might encourage the study of venereal disease by
perhaps giving an annual prize-say of £10-to be awarded
as the result of a voluntary examination for final-year students
at each of the universities. I believe the money would be well
spent.-I am, etc.,
Birmingham. E. W. ASSINDER.

Obituary
RUSSELL JOHN HOWARD, C.B.E., F.R.C.S.

The London Hospital has lost one of its best-remembered men
in the death of Mr. R. J. Howard-" Russell John"' to his
colleagues-which took place on Dec. 4. He had been
associated with the London I-lospital as student, teacher, and
member of the visiting staff for not far short of half a century,
and was regarded by all with esteem and affection.

Russell John Howard was born in January, 1875, and edui-
cated at King's College School, London.' He entered the London
Hospital as a student in 1895, and graduated M.B.Lond., with
first-class honours and the gold medal in medicine and forensic
medicine, in 1899. He served as house-surgeon at " The London,"
and as demonstrator of anatomy at the medical college, also
as surgeon to out-patients at the Royal Waterloo Hospital for
Women and Children. Choosing general surgery as his depart-
ment of practice, one for which he was excellently endowed,
he took the M.S., again winning a gold medal, in 1903, and
the F.R.C.S. in the same year. In 1908 he was elected to the
honorary staff of his hospital, afnd there, alike for his ability in
surgery and for his personal qualities, he built up a great'
reputation as surgeon-ultimately becoming senior surgeon-
and as teacher. For teaching, Howard had exceptional gifts.
Even after his retirement from the staff of the hospital three
years ago on reaching the age limit he still continued to lecture
to the students on surgery and on surgical nursing, the latter
a subject to which he had devoted particular attention. It is
fitting that on the walls of the college his portrait, beside those
of Treves and others, should show him, not in academic robes,
but in his more familiar white coat, giving a lecture.
Among other posts which he held were those of examiner

in surgery for the Royal College of Surgeons, and examiner in
nursing at Westminster Hospital, and he did good work as
surgeon to the Poplar Hospital for Accidents. He also carried
on a large consulting practice in Queen Anne Street, and he
wrote a number of textbooks bearing such titles as Practice of
Surgery, Surgical Nursing, Surgical Emergencies, the last a
highly commended book published in 1924, and House Surgeon's
Vade Mecum.

In the early part of 1939, in the emergency arrangements of
sectors for the hospitals of London and the Home Counties,
Russell Howard, as senior surgeon, was made head of the
sector which has the London Hospital as its base. His retire-
ment from the honorary staff of the London took place later
in the same year, and was made an occasion by staff and
students, past and present, for expressing appreciation of his
outstanding work, his ever-ready helpfulness, and his modesty.
In the report of the House Committee to the Court of Governors
he was described as an eminent surgeon and an exceptional
teacher. A fellow-surgeon who had been associated with him
for seventeen years said how happy he would be to work'under
him as chief for another seventeen. He was described as an
" institution " of the London, one who had exercised a profound
influence on generation after generation of students and nurses;
while as for his medical colleagues, he was one of the great
promoters of professional amity, able to rub away any rough
edges which may develop among men working together, and
to make the staff into something resembling a happy family.
In "London " men, wherever they might be, and however
remote or recent their connexion with the Mile End Road,
he took an immense interest. For many years he was treasurer
of the Hospital Clubs Union, to which he gave long and
untiring service, particularly in the raising of the funds for
a new pavilion at Hale End. At the end of the last war he
was made a Commander of the COrder of the British Empire.

Dr. HENRY INGELDEW DAGGErr died at Boroughbridge,
Yorks, on Nov. 7, aged 78. He studied medicine at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge and at St. Mary's Hospital, graduating M.A.,
M.B., B.Ch. in'1890. Before setting up in practice at Borough-
bridge fifty years ago he had held house appointments at the
Nottingham General Hospital. Dr. Daggett joined the B.M.A.
in 1893, was chairman of the Harrogate'Division in 1927-8,
and served as its representative at the Annual Meeting of the
Association in 1906.- He was also a past president of the
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