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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Sulphonamides for Leukaemia?

Dr. J. H. DOUGLAS WEBSTER (London, W.1) writes: In reply to Dr.
J. Harton Rayner (Dec. 5, p. 684) a new untreated case of myeloid
leukaemia was treated with sulphapyridine (M & B 693) about
three years ago (in collaboration with Dr. C. E. Lakin and Dr.
Lionel Whitby); two attempts were made, but each had to be aban-
doned owing to general toxic symptoms; the white count dropped,
but rose immediately the drug was stopped. A remission followed
x-ray treatment. The trial did not encourage a repetition in other
cases. (A note was published on the case in my Periodicity of
Cancer, Leukaemia and Allied Tuinours, 1940, p. 144.)

Death by Lightning
Dr. STEFAN JELLINEK (Oxford) writes: Dr. H. M. Stanley Turner

(Oct. 24, p. 503) rightly stresses the " potential importance "

of the " electrical traces," a few examples of which 1 was able
to demonstrate in the course of an address to the Royal Society
of Edinburgh in 1936. These are alterations in the tissues
characterized by certain geometrical patterns. Their decisive
importance has already been proved in a number of legal actions,
such as the case of a young girl of 18 in which homicide or an
attempt at suicide was suspected or that of a country house
destroyed by ? lightning or arson. But apart from their interest
to the medical jurist, electrical traces are of importance in a
general legal sense. A Dutch plane crashed near Baghdad in
1934. Passengers and the crew were killed and drunkenness of
the pilot was alleged as a cause of the disaster. A little while
later word went round that the plane had been struck by lightning.
I was approached by the Koninklijke Luchtvaart Maatsch. voor
Nederland en Kolonien with a view to establishing the truth of
these rumours. The debris of the plane was examined according.
to my instructions. " Electrical traces " were in fact found and
their identity was proved with traces present on objects kept in
my electropathological museum in Vienna and known to have
been damaged by lightning. Thus the truth was established and
the honour of the dead pilot restored. Once found, no doubt
concerning the significance of such " traces " can be entertained,
since they can be reproduced experimentally. In 1937 I published
my findings, including-,photomicrographs of geoniTetrical deformi-
ties in cell nuclei (larva of Salamandra maculosa), at the Acad6mie
des Sciences in Paris (C. r. Acad. Sci., Paris, 1937, p. 1962).
Finally, " electrical traces " are of clinical and therapeutic signifi-
cance; they may be observed after electrocautery by the surgeon
and following the application of ultra-short waves by the physician.
Dr. Alfred V. Dill (Oct. 10, p. 426) very rightly draws attention
to anti-lightning safety devices in aeroplanes. It is possible that
another examination of the bomber concerned would result in a
different interpretation. The " traces " are not always visible
with the naked eye. Sometimes microscopical investigation is
necessary and able to reveal startling pictures.

Income Tax
Practice in Commission

"Aldershot " entered the R.A.M.C. in July, 1942; continuing
receipts from practice are small, including part fees from a
colleague. Shall he claim (a) that the practice shall be regarded
as ceased or (b) the relief to dinlinshed earned incomes?

*** Admittedly, the " civil" receipts are- likely to be small, but
Aldershot " might find it diffitult to est#blj$h that his former

practice had ceased, and the alternative relief will apparently give
him substantially the same advantage. Further, it is likely to
have the additional attraction that it will not prevent the con-
tinuous operation of the previous year's basis in the future, an
obvious advantage in the first year of " Aldershot's" return to
full civil work.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Working for a Salary in the S.M.S.

Dr. REGINALD LAWRENCE (Wakefield) writes: I must controvert the
implication of Dr. Una Westell's letter (Nov. 7, p. 561) that a
salaried worker inevitably deteriorates. School medical inspection,
especially if done on five days a week, is the most deadening
occupation in the practice of medicine, yet some members of the
service never fail to produce some original work. Few people
outside those immediately interested read the annual reports of
the Chief Medical Officer to the Board of Education; if they did
they would be surprised to see the list of original inquiries under-
taken and carried out by members of this salaried. service. In
contrast to this intellectual activity I can point to voluntary
hospitals of which the staff have not made an original contribu-
tion to medical literature for twenty years. The School Medical
Service, in spite of working for a salary, has caused two quiet
but real revolutions. (1) The observations of its members, as
shown in the massed statistics of the Chief Medical Officer, have
shown that operations for the removal of tonsils and adenoids
which were formerly undertaken cheerfully (and profitably) must
in many cases have been unnecessary. This alteration in medical
opinibn is, I believe, due to the irrefutable evidence that in many
cases these overgrowths of lymphoid tissue will disappear without
leaving any evil legacy. (2) The School Medical Service has
brought the subject of nutrition to its proper place-the forefront
of medical endeavour-and I have no hesitation in saying that
members of this salaried service know more about the clinical
aspect of subnormal nutrition than any other group of medical
practitioners.

Unreliable Vaginal Pessaries
Dr. LILIAS M. BLACKETT JEFFRIES (Hove, Sussex) writes: Within the

last few weeks there has been a marked increase of patients who
have started an undesired pregnancy in spite of using quinine
pessaries. I am told that these are widely advertised, that " the
Army " has complete confidence in them, and, finally, that " the
medical officer " recommended them as reliable. It is surely
agreed among the profession that safety can only be assured by
the use of both an occlusive pessary and a spermicidal paste or
tablet together. I write in the hope that readers of the Journal
will use their influence to prevent the distress and danger which
are following the public's misplaced confidence in medicated
vaginal pessaries.

Corrigendum
By a printer's error the word " no " was omitted between the words

" given " and " time " in the third paragraph of Dr. K. R.
Ogilvie's letter on the treatment of gonorrhoea (Nov. 28, p. 648).

MEDICINE 100 YEARS AGO
Extract from a letter by Dr. John Ashburner, of 55, Wimpole

Street, published under the heading " Physiology of the Nervous
System " in the Provincial Medical Journal of Dec. 10, 1842:

" Gentlemen,-In addressing to you the following brief -remarks,
I make an effort to stem the torrent of narrow and illiberal feeling
which appears to pervade the medical profession. In your notice
respecting the proceedings of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical
Society, you ' regret extremely that the society should have lent
itself to a proceeding so unworthy of its dignity and reputation.'
And what is that proceeding? The reading of a paper presented to
the attention of a society by two gentlemen, containing an account
of a case of 'ramputation of the thigh, alleged to have been per-
formed during Mesmeric sleep.' Are medical men to forget that
they belong to a royal association? Are the courtesies of life
between gentlemen and gentlemen to be lost sight of, when folks
step within the limits of a medical circle? Are surgeons who are
esquires, and barristers who hold an equal rank, to be flouted with
the insinuation of falsehood, because they dare to relate facts
which militate against the narrow prejudices of would-be philo-
sophers? Do you know, Gentlemen, what impression the expres-
sions you have used make upon impartial men that belong not to
our profession?
"I happen to be no ' advocate of the delusion,' as you please

to term it, of Mesmerism. I ought with shame to say that I have
derided, perhaps with much want of courtesy, the accounts I have
heard of the wonders of animal magnetism. I have seen enough to
know that I was wrong-that there are connected with the subject
facts which demand inquiry; and inquiry they must have, whether
you like it or not. I tell you, CGtntlemen, and all who oppose the
investigation of truth- that -time"marches past you, and that the
world will not wait until it suits the high mightiness of doctor
bodies to lay aside their paltry feelings. Men of small minds will
be pitied, and men of moral couirage will not shrink from inquiry
because the objects of their pity may presume to bow-wow at
them."
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