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An appointments bureau for out-patients, open from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m., came into operation at the Charing Cross Hospital on
Dec. 1. Doctors are invited to telephone or write for appointments.
Members of the public also may write for an appointment or apply
personally at the hospital. The creation of this bureau is in line
with the general policy of the big London general hospitals, which
are using the appointments system in an effort to save the time of
patients and to enable the hospital authorities to organize a schedule
of working.
The Council-of the National Association for the Prevention of

Tuberculosis passed the following resolution on Oct. 19: " The
Government declaration on tuberculosis is a great step forward
which all interested in the eradication of this disease will most
heartily welcome. The National Association desires also to con-
gratulate the Minister of Health and the Secretary of State for
Scotland on having brought forward this great reform and offers
its whole-hearted co-operation in the practical working of the
scheme. The National Association is taking the earliest possible
opportunity of obtaining further information about the scheme."

Dr. B. A. Thomas (Gray's Inn) was called to the Bar on Nov. 17.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Sulphonamides for Leukaemia?

Dr. J. HARTON RAYNER writes to ask if drugs of the sulphonamide
group have been used with any effect in the leukaemias by reason
of their known leucopenic action.

Intractable Urticaria
C. B. suggests that J. R. (Nov. 28, p. 654) should minutely investi-

gate the possibility of the condition being due to dental sepsis or
infection of nasal sinuses. The association is not unusual.

First-aid Treatment of Wounds
Dr. CYRIL GOULD (Corps Surgeon, Luton Corps, St. John Ambu-

lance Brigade) writes: In reply to J. R. L. (Oct. 31, p. 534)
first aid is not treatment, but assistance rendered at the time of
the emergency with such material as may be available until
medical aid is procurable. Candidates for the B.R.C. or St. John
Ambulance Association exams are, or should be, examined on the
manuals, and therefore lecturers should keep strictly to the books.
Having passed their first-aid exam, personnel of first-aid posts,
etc., may be taught the particular treatment of wounds, burns,
etc., the M.O. i/c prefers.

Income Tax
Consultant. Entertainment Expenses

XX has been assessed as a consultant for some years and has been
allowed to deduct an estimated amount (15s. per weekl for expen-
diture incurred in entertaining general practitioners at his house
in order to maintain the personal contacts which he regards as
necessary for his practice. A new inspector of taxes now savs
that he knows of no authority for the deduction and proposes to
discontinue it.

*** The question of entertainment expenses is a difficult one.
To be allowable expenses must come within the description
' money wholly and exclusively laid out or expended for the
purposes of the . . . profession." In applying this rule some
bodies of Commissioners take a more stringent line than others.
Broadly speaking, such allowances are made, on reasonable
evidence being produced, in the case of ordinary business people,
or commercial travellers, but some of the more important bodies
of Commissioners refuse to make such deductions in the case of
professions-e.g. barristers, or even stockbrokers. The ground of

refusal is usually that the expense is too indirect to justify its
being charged against professional profits. If XX feels satisfied
as to his facts and is prepared to support his claim by oral testi-
mony, we suggest that he should appeal, preferably to the Special
Commissioners rather than to the local Commissioners.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Unusual Skin Sensitivity

Dr. ZIKMUND WINTER (London, W.C.l) writes: Dr. Allan Bigham's
report (Nov' 14, p. 578) of a recent case of abnormal skin sensi-
tivity is of great interest. It seems to me the only appropriate
explanation that could be given is the pressure with stimuli of
different temperature and not the negative sensitivity to gold. His
observation proves that the mechanical stimulus of pressure in
certain sensitive subjects does not produce the typical triple
response (Lewis) if its temperature is lower than the skin. One
must conclude that in areas where the wedding ring had been
pressed against the skin the liberation of " H substance " did not
take place; consequently the complex vascular response with
vesicle formation failed to appear. This patient apparently
belonged to the group of subjects where pressure elicits-the triple
response only if applied with stimuli of body temperature. It is
very difficult to assume a negative sensitivity of skin to- gold, but
easier the negative sensitivity to pressure with cold objects.

Control of Venereal Disease: Correction
In our leading article on Nov. 21 (p. 611) it was said that " the
arguments adduced by the British commission against compulsory
measures were that they (1) may induce the infected to conceal
the disease from fear of exposure, (2) are not easy to apply in
such a densely populated country as this on account of the diffi-
culty in tracing those who try to evade the law, (3) may open the
way to blackmail, and (4) are not consonant with the British idea
of the liberty of the subject." The arguments thus quoted were
not in fact put forward by the British commission of experts sent
to Holland and Scandinavia in 1937 by the Minister of Health,
but appeared in some preliminary remarks in our issue of June 11,
1938, before summarizing the report of that commission.

MEDICINE 100 YEARS AGO
Extract from a leading article in the Provincial Medical Journal

of Dec. 3, 1842:
" The condition of the dwelling-houses of the poorer classes,

whether as regards their internal economy or external situation,
forms a most important object of inquiry to the philanthropist and
the physician. When we reflect upon the influence which the vary-
ing circumstances of site and elevation, and exposure to air and
moisture, must exercise upon the health and comfort of the artisan
and the cottager-when it is considered that the free circulation of
air, the access of light, and protection from cold and damp, and
from noxious exhalations and impurities, whether of the air
respired or the water employed in the various branches of domestic
economy, are important to all, but doubly so to those who are from
poverty deprived of the means of guarding against many of the
inlets to disease-there is little need of labored argument to show*
the importance of such inquiries. No reflecting person, who is -
conversant with the habits, and, from personal inspection, familiar
with the dwellings of the working population of this country, will
hesitate to admit that there is great room for improvement in both.
The site of the houses of,the manufacturing portion of our popula-

*tion, in particular, has been too generally chosen with reference to
the one only view of proximity to the factory, regardless alike of
the comfort and the health of the inmates. These houses are for
the most part situated in the midst of the noxious effluvia generated
by the various processes carried on at the manufactory, because it
is considered advantageous that the workman should be near at
hand; they are crowded into a small space, the value of the ground
not allowing of sufficient room for much attention to ventilation,
or to the admission of light. The banks of rivers and canals being
desirable situations for factories, as well on account of the supply
of water for working the machinery, as for the convenience of
transporting the products of labor, the ground is very frequently
swampy, and drainage, or other *means of providing against
accumulation of dirt and filth, rarely enters into ihe contemplation
either of owner or occupier of the miserable tenements with which
such places abound. Can it then be a matter of surprise that the
population reared under such circumstances should be squalid,
stinted in growth, scrofulous in constitution, and careless of those
decencies of every-day life in the absence of which there is no check
to the development of vicious tastes, no impediment to the indul-
gence of vicious appetites? Can it be a matter cf surprise that in
such places scrofula, pulmonic affections, and' rheumatism are
endemic, and that fever and scarlatina, cholera, diarrhoea, and
dysentery ;re frequent in their visitations and assume their most
fearful and fatal characters? "
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