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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Doctors' llnesses: Clinical Accounts Wanted

Dr. D. M. C. CHURCH (44, George Square, Edinburgh) writes: I wish
to get accounts from medical men of illnesses of any sort from
which they themselves are suffering or have suffered, and of which
they have a clear recollection. This is a corner of clinical
research which appears to have been little worked, and I have been
impressed recently by the unusual slant it gives a clinical descrip-
tion. Particularly I should like to have the story of the onset of
malignant disease: what first attracted attention, what was the
psycholokical reaction, and so on. As regards diagnosis and
treatment a criticism of these should be given. If there is response
to this letter endeavour will be made to acknowledge the com-
munication, which should, if possible, be typed. If the material
obtained warrants publication in whole or in part, anonymity is
promised.

Income Tax
Basis of Assessment

W. B. inquires to which year precisely a demand " for the year
beginning April 6, 1941," relates.

*** In reply to this correspondent, the point to keep firmly
in mind is that professional earnings are assessed for any par-
ticular year on the basis of the amount earned in the previous
year. Consequently, tax payable " for the ygar beginning April 6,
1941," will be calculated on the amount of the profits for the
year to that date (or to December 31, 1940, for instance, if that
is the date to which the professional accounts are prepared), and
when tax thereon has been paid the practitioner will have
accounted for his liability up to April 5, 1942. There are some
exceptions to the general rule, which are briefly explained in the
printed notes accompanying the form of return. (If, as seems to
be the case, W. B. cannot obtain a reply from the local inspector
of taxes, he would be justified in complaining to the Chief
Inspector of Taxes, Somerset House, W.C.2.)

First Two Years of Employnent
R. W. began general practice work in January, 1941, at a salary of
£600 per annum. How should he be assessed for the two years
ending April 5, 1941, and April 5, 1942, respectively?

*** The statutory basis of assessment under Schedule E in such a
case is the earnings of the current year for each of the first two
years. R. W. is therefore chargeable to tax on £150 for 1940-1
and on £600 for 1941-2. (If the appointment terminated before
April 5, 1942, he would of course be entitled to a reduction of
the £600 to the amount earned after April 5, 1941.) The tax can
be notified to the employer, and deducted over the period applic-
able to the year concerned.

LETrERS, NOTES, ETC.
Powdered Sulphanilamide for Throat Infection

Dr. GODFREY B. TAIT (Alloa) writes: Much literature has appeared
on the subject of local application of sulphonamides. This, to
my knowledge, has been restricted to surgery and dermatology.
Apart from the trial of sulphanilamide snuffs for disinfection of
the nose, I have seen no other mention of its local use in
"nedical " conditions. The fact that I am extremely intolerant
to sulphanilamide taken by mouth led me to use it locally when
I started to have a streptococcal tonsillitis. TM. powdered
sulphanilamide was deposited on the tonsils, fauces, and palate
by means of an insufflator. The result- was highly successful.

Pain and swelling disappeared in a day and a half. I have since
tried this method with intelligent patients and results have been
uniformly good, the condition clearing very rapidly. To be suc-
cessful the insufflation must be carried out veiy frequently, at
least haKf-hourly, for the throat secretions soon wash the visible
powder away. For this reason and because of the expense of an
insufflator the method cannot have a wide application in general
practice, but for the doctor who feels a " sore throat coming on "
it is the ideal treatment. The powder I have used was 30%
sulphapyridine in mag. carb. lev. I have used this method for
a year now and have seen no bad results.

Ambulances for Home Guard
Dr. W. C. V. BROTHWOOD (Medical Adviser, No. 2 Zone, Home
Guard) writes: I have read the account of the " Duerr-Moir "
light trailer ambulance (Aug. 8, p. 160). No doubt it will have
been read with g'reat interest by other Home Guard medical
officers and particularly those in rural areas. It is the duty of
these officers to make arrangements for the transport of casualties
from defended localities to collecting posts, whence they are
removed by Civil Defence ambulances. Home Guard units at
present are not provided with ambulances. Under existing
arrangements, therefore, casualties have to be carried by hand on
stretchers from the defended localities to the collecting posts.
Efforts have been made to keep down the " carry"' to a minimum,
but in rural areas even a small " carry " requires much physical
effort, and the provision for such areas of an ambulance of the
" Duerr-Moir " type, which can be used as a hand ambulance,
would be a boon. It is clear that much thought has been devoted
to its construction.

Dr. K. W. MACKIE (Southampton) writes: The Duerr-Moir ambu-
lance trailer appears to be most suitable for country districts
where the present ambulance service is inadequate. I under-
stand that the ambulances are not in production yet. I
sincerely trust that their production will not long be delayed and
that those in authority may be persuaded to adopt the ambulance
for use in Home Guard units.

Corrigendum
Dr. J. P. McGOWAN points out an important omission in the

schematic representation of red blood cell changes in his letter at
page 257 of our issue for Aug. 29. An arrow should have
appeared pointinzg up from the macroblast to the normoblast,
since he contends that the norinoblast does not develop into the
macroblast.

MEDICINE 100 YEARS AGO
Three advertisements appearing in the Provincial Medical Journal,

September 10, 1842:
THE PARENTS of a YOUTH, about seventeen years of age, are

desirous of placing him as DISPENSING ASSISTANT with a
Medical Man. He has served part of his time with a Chemist, and
is, therefore, competent to undertake such a situation. An annual
remuneration of £10 will be required. Address, A. B., Messrs.
Drew, Heyward, and Co., Druggists, Bush-lane, London.

* * *.

WANTED, by a Surgeon, residing in a pleasant and healthful
situation in the country, TWO well-educated YOUNG GENTLE-'
MEN as HOUSE PUPILS, who will enjoy peculiar advantages in
the acquirement of a practical knowledge of their profession, the
Advertiser having the Surgical charge of ten large Collieries, where
casualties of the most serious nature occur, in the treatment of
which his Pupils participate. Great attention will be given to the
domestic comfort of the Pupil, and he will be stimulated to the
improvement of his classical and general attainments. The Adver-
tiser, being a licensed Teacher of Anatomy, will, as often as oppor-
tunities present, give Private Instruction in Morbid and General
Anatomy. Apply to Mr. William Morrison, Pelaw House, Chester-
le-Street, Durham.

* * *

SALE BY AUCTION OF MR. LANGSTAFF'S MUSEUM
MESSRS. I. C. and S. STEVENS have the honor to announce

they will SELL BY AUCTION, at their Great Room, 38, King-street,
Covent-garden, on Thursday, the 22nd of September, and six follow-
ing days (Sunday excepted), at Twelve o'Clock, the very extensive
and valuable MUSEUM of MORBID, HUMAN,-and COMPARA-
TIVE ANATOMY, formed by G. Langstaff, Esq., during a period
of upwards of thirty years, with indefatigable labor, and at a very
great cost. May be viewed three days prior to the Sale, and
Catalogues (Is. each) had of Messrs. I. C. and S. Stevens, 38, King-
street, Covent-Garden.
N.B.-A Catalogue raisonnde of the Collection is Published by

Churchill, Princes-street, Soho (price 10s.).
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