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in cool moist compresses frequently refreshed, or sodium
perborate 5% to 10% in a greaseless ointment base or hydrous
wool fat.
The anti-oxidant of rubber can often be neutralized, as

Obermayer pointed out (Arch. Derm. Syph., Chicago, Jan.,
1933, 27, 25), by soaking the rubber appliance overnight in
4% sodium hydroxide in water. The appliance must then be
rinsed thoroughly before use, and after hydroxide treatment
it may prove innocuous. The " dry, scaly stage," which Petro
described as being resistant to treatment, may represent com-
plication of dermatitis venenata by seborrhoeic dermatitis
extending from the scalp. I have noted such complication
(Synopsis of Diseases of the Skin, The C. V. Mosby Company,
St. Louis, 1942, p. 82), and I recommend for it the use of 2%
crude coal tar in lanoline, to which water is added to make
the salve creamy. The scalp must be treated simultaneously.
Washing should be done with a sulphonated oil rather than
soap. I hope that this criticism is constructive and useful.-
I am, etc.,
Kansas City, U.S.A. .RICHARD L. SUTTON, jun., M.D.

Doctors as Politicians and Strategists
SIR,-I am a member of the Socialist Medical Association

but was not present at the meeting to which your annotation
refers, and do not think I should have voted for the resolution
there stigmatized, because I do not know the precise connotation
of the phrase "second front"; arithmetically there seem to
be at least four "fronts" at the present time if a "front"
is a locus where gallant men are fighting and dying in large
numbers. But I suggest that your contributor should descend
from the pantomime elephant on which he is perched and
choose a more lowly quadruped, say, a donkey. Had the
S.M.A. passed a resolution to the effect that, on medical
grounds, the " formation of a second front " was desirable, it
would have deserved ridicule. But the fact, quite as obvious
to the derided man in the street as to your contributor, that
members of the S.M.A. have no more knowledge of strategy
than any other sample of educated men and women, acquits
them of any charge of seeking to exercise an illegitimate
influence on public opinion. Why a society of medical men
and women should have less liberty to express asi opinion on
matters of general interest than any other incorporation of
the King's subjects is not obvious. A much greater danger to
the prestige of our profession is when medical individuals or
societies express dogmatic opinions on subjects which are,
or may be thought to be, within the scope of their expert
knowledge but have in fact never been seriously studied by
them. Examples of this fault are sufficiently numerous.-
1 am, etc.,

Loughton. MAJOR GREENWOOD.

SIR,-Your annotation (July 4, p. 16), apart from giving
publicity to the Socialist Medical Association, elaborates the
well-worn text that the doctor must stick to his last and not
dabble in politics.
You state that "the grim realists who are courageously

directing Russian policy must feel mildly amused at the picture
of the English doctor turned strategist." May I refute that
statement with the words of Georgi Miteryev, People's Com-
missar of Public Health in the U.S.S.R., who in a message last
week to Sir Alfred Webb-Johnson, which was read at a
meeting of the Anglo-Soviet Medical Council on June 29, said:
"We highly appreciate the help rendered us by the scientists
of England and the entire people of the British Empire in our
common struggle against the enemy of all progressive mankind,
and are confident that the opening of a second front in Europe
in 1942 will bring closer the day on which peoples of our
countries together with all the freedom-loving peoples of the
world will celebrate a final victory over bloodthirsty Hitlerism."
Judging by results, Stalin (who doubtless should have stuck
to his last in the theological seminary where he received his
early training) and the Soviet people know what they are
talking about.

Since the early establishment of a second front in Europe
is the declared policy of our Government, I suggest, Sir, that
the Prime Minister, who has already discussed this question
with the Soviet Foreigh Minister, should be left in no doubt
as to the support this country will give him in carrying out

this essential step towards a speedy victory. Why, therefore,
is it " slightly ridiculous " for a body of socialist medical
workers to express their support of this policy at the present
time?-I am, etc.,

London. S.W.17. L. T. HILLIARD, M.B.
SIR,-I desire to protest against your annotation "Doctors

as Politicians and Strategists." I consider that this article is
neither courteous nor well reasoned. It is the privilege of every
adult British citizen to vote on political issues, and it is his
duty to render himself competent to vote by a careful study
of politics. The successive crises of Manchukuo, Spain, and
Czechoslovakia have demonstrated the intimate connexion
between policy and strategy. The " grim realists " who are
directing Russian policy were the first to emphasize the im-
portance of universal political education, and they would
hardly excuse members of a learned profession who confessed
themselves too preoccupied to study urgent political questions.
I should be very sorry if your annotation were allowed to pass
without protest from at least one member of the B.M.A.-
I am, etc.,
London. W.C. 0. F. H. ATKEY.

SIR,-The activities of the Socialist Medical Association
mentioned in your columns give rise to several interesting
questions. To begin with, the formation of a Socialist Medical
Association implies that there is such a thing as socialist
medicine? What is socialist medicine? Do members of
the Socialist Medical Association claim to practise a peculiar
kind of medicine which is unknown to, or not understood by,
their non-socialist colleagues? Or do socialist patients differ
so much from the ordinary.run of humanity that they can only
obtain efficient medical treatment from socialist doctors? Or
is it just a political stunt?-I am, etc.,
Epsom. A. J. COLBY-TINGEY.

SIR,-The writer of your annotation takes considerable ex-
ception to a recent resolution passed at the annual general
meeting of the Socialist Medical Association, in which our
support for the opening of a second front in Europe in 1942
was expressed. Perhaps your writer is unaware that this is
the official policy of our Government and of the United Nations.
May I refer him to a statement issued by the Foreign Office
on June 11, on the treaty between the Soviet Union and our own
country, in which these words occur: " Full understanding was
reached between the two parties with regard to the urgent
tasks of creating a second front in Europe in 1942." One is
driven to conclude that there are only two possible explana-
tions of your writer's warmth of disapproval of the S.M.A.
resolution, the first being that he has taken this opportunity
of disagreeing with the expressed policy of the United Nations.
We hesitate to think that you would be willing to give space
to a writer with such aims, and are therefore left with the
second explanation-that in him parochialism has grown to
such an extent that he has forgotten that a doctor is not only
a doctor but is also a citizen, with the full duties and
privileges of citizenship.
Your writer says, " One would have thought that medical men

had enough to do now . . . in matters concerning the organiza-
tion of their profession," but he completely ignores the fact
that the S.M.A. memorandum from which he takes his
quotations goes on to outline proposals for immediate steps
which we consider should be taken in order that the medical
services may the more efficiently meet the demands which
will undoubtedly be made on them when the second front
is opened. We would remind him that the plans now being
made for the reorganization of the profession after the war
will have no chance of being put into effect unless the medical
profession considers how to achieve the utmost degree of
efficiency in the prosecution of the war now. No one reading
this annotation would realize that the S.M.A. resolution was
the preamble to a series of proposals for increasing efficiency.
Your writer, like the rest of us, is entitled to hold his own
opinions and to express them. He is not entitled to
misrepresent the facts.-I am, etc.,

ALECK W. BOURNE,
Hoii. Secretary, Socialist Medical Association.

* Space will not allow this interesting correspondence to be
continued. Needless to say, both of Mr. Aleck Bourne's " possible
explanations " are entirely wide of the mark.-ED., B.M.J.
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