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The death rate of 11.6 per 1,000 was the same as the rate for
the third quarter of 1940 and was 0.2 above the average for the
five preceding third quarters. Infant mortality was 66 per 1,000
births registered, compared with a rate of 76 for the corre-
sponding quarter of the previous year and an average of 61
for the corresponding quarters of the five preceding years.

Twenty-eight deaths were recorded from whooping-cough-
3 above the five-year average for the third quarters, and the
30 deaths from diphtheria were 10 above the average. Deaths
from pulmonary tuberculosis numbered 235, compared with
an average of 197 for the five preceding third quarters.

Medical News

An open conference on the general topic of "Science and
the War Effort" has been arranged by the Association of
Scientific Workers and will be held in the Caxton Hall, West-
minster, S.W., on Saturday and Sunday, January 10 and 11, 1942.
The subjects to be discussed include university training of
scientists and training of technical personnel; buildinsg, housing,
and A.R.P.; food and agriculture; application of scientific
knowledge to problems of industrial production and to Services
problems, including consideration of industrial health and
conditions of work. Those who wish to take part should
communicate at once with the conference secretaries, Associa-
tion of Scientific Workers, 30, Bedford Row, W.C.1 (telephone:
Chancery 5201).

Recent events in the Far East lend a grim interest to the
report of the Director of Medical Services for Hong Kong
for 1940. Dr. P. S. Selwyn-Clarke, in his section on the
Civilian Medical (Defence) Scheme, writes that considerable
time was spent in bringing up to concert-pitch the auxiliary
medical services, such as first-aid posts, casualty clearing
hospitals, relief hospitals, etc., for which doctors, sisters,
nurses, dispensers, dressers, were trained so as to be available
in the event of hostilities breaking out locally. One of the
major difficulties was the recruiting of auxiliaries for, emer-
gency work, and this was accentuated by the shortage of nurses,
due among other things to the compulsory evacuation. The
St. John Ambulance personnel, about 1,500 in number, for the
manning of first-aid posts in emergency, also had intensive
training. The health division of the medical department was
reorganized during the year, and the health inspectors worked,
for the first time in the history of the Colony, under the direct
control of health officers instead of under lay authorities.
At the last council meeting of the Queen's Institute of

District Nursing, with Sir William Hale-White, M.D., in the
chair, it was announced that the British War Relief Society of
the U.S.A. had made a grant of £2,000 to help nursing associa-
tions in coastal areas which had suffered from air raids. A gift
of £1,200 had also been received through the same benevolent
agency from Miss Moule, an American nurse, and a group of
her friends, who asked that the money might be sent to the
Queen's Institute to help the nurses. During the past year
£2,981. was received from the National Gardens Scheme.

Dr. Morris Fishbein, Editor of the Journal of the American
Medical Association, has joined the British American Ambu-
lance Corps' committee in Chicago.
To commemorate the missionary work of Sir Wilfred Grenfell,

M.D., F.R.C.S., in Labrador a special 5-cent postage stamp will
be issued in the near future by the Post Office Department of
Newfoundland.
A department of nutrition has been established at McGill

University, Montreal, in charge of Dr. E. W. Crampton, assistant
professor of animal nutrition at Macdonald College.

Sir Henry Morris-Jones, M.D., Liberal M.P. for Denbigh,
has been appointed chairman of the Welsh Parliamentary Party.
Major Percy Cecil Parker Ingram, M.B., has been appointed

a Deputy-Lieutenant for the County of Monmouth.
General Smuts has lent his support to a campaign launched by

South African friends of the Soviet Union for the provision of
medical aid for Russia.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Test for Urease Activity

Dr. J. F. MURPHY writes: Could any reader give me a simple and
reliable test for urease activity in blood-urea estimation?

Immunization against Diphtheria
Dr. G. BAYNTON FORGE (Handley, Salisbury) writes: The articles on
combined passive and active immunization against diphtheria
(November 22, p. 717, and November 29, p. 759) are interesting.
I wish to know if the injection of antitoxic serum with the toxoid
will prevent the production of diphtheria carriers as will toxoid
alone. Is six weeks' isolation for carriers sufficient? It works
in closed communities, but what if these cases mixed with
the unimmunized population? I have known diphtheria carriers
to convey fatal diphtheria at the expiration of twelve months. In
France I treated a Belgian soldier who was well into his second
year as a carrier, verified by guinea-pig tests, and I left him still
a carrier, but I read in the Journal some five years later that such
cases could be quickly cured by an autogenous vaccine. The 50%
increase in natifications of diphtheria in Wales in the past three
months and the decline of 50% in the south-western counties for
the corresponding period require explanation of the dissimilar
effects of immunization. There may be other outside causes which
are disregarded. A leading authority in the North considers defec-
tive drains to have no effect in spreading diphtheria; others in the
South consider festering house refuse to be quite above suspicion
as productive of diphtheria. I disagree. I have met many cases
which could only be attributed to these two causes.

Income Tax
Partnership Liability

"Y.Z." was in partnership with " X.," who left the practice and has
not accounted for his share of the tax due for the last year of his
partnership. He is abroad, and " Y. Z." is informed that he is
liable for the whole tax.

** In strict law this is apparently correct, as the assessment is
presumably made on the firm and the partners are jointly and
severally liable. In view of the hardship, however, arising in the
circumstances mentioned by " Y. Z." we doubt whether the
authorities would proceed to extreme measures, and advise " Y. Z."
to put the facts before the Board of Inland Revenue and ask them
to leave the matter in abeyance until " X." returns from service
in the R.A.M.C. abroad and can be sued for his share.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Status of the Ship Surgeon

Dr. A. GARDNER writes: It has been pointed out to me by a colleague
that my letter on the above subject (November 8, p. 671) is liable to
be interpreted in a way that was not intended. If so, this is
due to the fact that the letter as originally written was meant
to cover points mentioned by two other correspondents on the
subject. I should like to make it clear that, apart from the first
three paragraphs, in which I am in agreement with Dr. James
Prendergast, my letter is concerned with service at sea in normal
times.

Over 30 members attended the annual general meeting of the Medical
Golfing Society at the Langham Hotel, W., with Mr. Harold
Chapple in the chair. The motion that the society should carry
on as usual was carred with acclamation, though it was agreed
to postpone competitions for the present.
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