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Medical News

A Chadwick Public Lecture on the cleansing of towns and
cities will be given by Mr. J. C. Dawes of the Ministry of Health,
at the Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road,
S.W.1, on Tuesday, October 28, at 2.30 p.m.

Dr. John Parkinson will deliver a lecture on " Cardiac Diag-
nosis in Wartime" at the Weston Hotel, Bath, on Thursday,
October 30, at 5.30 p.m. All Service medical officers and civilian
practitioners will be welcome.
A meeting of the Maternity and Child Welfare Group of the

Society of Medical Officers of Health was held at Tavistock
House South on October 4, the president of the group, Dr. E.
Virginia Saunders Jacobs, being in the chair. Dr. Wilfrid
Sheldon, physician to out-patients, Hospital for Sick Children,
Great Ormond Street, opened a discussion of much interest on
the effect of war conditions on young children. All speakers
were unanimous in reporting the absence of deficiency diseases
(rickets and scurvy), and the general evidence went to show that
the health of young children had improved rather than deterior-
ated since the onset of war-a profoundly satisfactory result.
Tributes were paid to the Government's policy in inaugurating
and maintaining the national milk scheme and to the work of the
welfare authorities in supplying extra vitamin preparations. The
vakie of the national dried milk for infants was emphasized.
While the Government's evacuation scheme had proved of great
benefit to the health of children as a whole, Dr. Sheldon raised
an important point in drawing attention to the danger of children
being billeted in any house where there was a case of open tuber-
culosis and to the need for'liaison between billeting officers and
the health departments.
The Polar Medal (bronze) has been awarded to Dr. Edward

Hillis Marshall, D.S.O., for good services between the years
1925 and 1939 in the Royal Research Ships Discovery 11 and
William Scoresby.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Function of the Vocal Cords

Dr. GRACE McLINTOCK (Glasgow) writes in reply to the query by Dr.
John Donald (October 4, p. 496): There is a paragraph in The
Story of Medicine, by Victor Robinson, on page 132, where Galen's
descriptive passage is produced.

R. S. S. writes: In reply to Dr. John Donald, the best edition of
Galen's De Usu Partium is Kuhn's, published by Teubner, Leipzig,
in 1893. Dr. Jonathan Wright's History of Laryngology and
Rhinology (Philadelphia, Lea and Febiger, 1914) will tell him a
great deal about Galen's observations on the larynx, but not the
point about which he asks. Galen described accurately the carti-
lages of the larynx, six pairs of intralaryngeal muscles, the laryngeal
ventricles, and the innervation of the larynx, but is somewhat
confused and long-winded about the production of the voice. He
understood, however, that the voice was produced at the glottis.
" As the pipe would be useless without the reed, so voice could
not be formed unless the passage is narrowed. . In order

that the animal may emit voice it requires no doubt the movement
of the breath, but none the less the narrowing of the channel in
the larynx, not a simple narrowing, but one which can by degrees
be constricted and by degrees relaxed " (De Usu Partium, Book
VII, .hapter 17). Galen gives himself credit for many anatomical
discoveries, such as the recurrent laryngeal nerves and the laryngeal
ventricles, but he was a collector of and commentator on the dis-
coveries of his predecessors, as well as being one of the first
experimental physiologists.

Benzyl Benzoate Therapy
Dr. SIDNEY LOCKET (Plymouth) writes: As benzol and benzoic acid
do frequently cause hypoplasia and aplasia of the bone marrow
and aplastic types of anaemia, might not the frequent use of benzyl
benzoate for scabies have a similar effect on sensitive or even
normal people?

Income Tax
Appointment under Emergency Medical Service

"MIDLAND ": An inspector of taxes claims to include the value of
board and lodging supplied, on the ground that if it were not
supplied then £100 per annum would be received in cash and would
admittedly be assessable.

*** Income tax must be assessed according to the facts of the
particular case, and arguments that if those facts were other than
they are then liability would be clear are irrelevant. In the case
of Cordy v. Gordon the court drew a distinction between (a) an
agreement under which the employer paid Lx and provided board
and lodging worth £y, and (b) an agreement under which £x+£y
was payable less a deduction of £y for board and lodging pro-
vided. The liability is on Lx in the former case and on £x+£y
in the latter case, and unless, on the terms of the agreement,
express or clearly implied, the particular case in question falls
within the former type the inspector's view appears to be incorrect.
If he declines to reconsider it we suggest that the facts be reported
to the Board of Inland Revenue and their ruling on the question
sought. We cannot see that liability to frequent removal can affect
any question of liability to assessment in respect of board, etc.,
supplied in kind, although it might negative the Revenue contention
that a cash allowance for board, etc., was assessable.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Treatnent of Incontinence in Children over Four

Dr. CHARLES PEDDIE (Chorley) writes: Might I suggest a much
simpler method of curing enuresis in children than that of Dr.
J. Hartsilver (October 4, p. 496). I use light hypnosis and, in this
condition, suggest that when the bladder requires to be emptied,
no matter how deeply asleep they are, they will waken up, get out
of bed, sit on the chamber, get back into bed, and sleep until the
usual time for getting up. It is over six years ago that I had my
last case-a girl of 16 who used to wake up wet to the armpits.
The family consisted of herself and brother, and the mother
lavished all her love on the boy, and so the bed-wetting started
through jealpusy and continued up to my using this method.
Explanation was given of the origin of her trouble. To-day she
is on war work and doing it well. Children are easy subjects in
whom to induce light hypnosis.

This Certification Business
Mr. E. WATSON-WILLIAMS (Bristol) writes: The question of medical

certificates for glucose seems to need some attention. Quite a
number of patients seem to think that if they want to supplement
their sugar ration.it is the doctor's duty to help them. About a
fortnight ago I attended a (gratis) patient for epistaxis. To-day
I was asked to call and see her (my diagnosis had been menopause
plus complete lack of exercise). I found her taking tea and toasted
buns, and having declined an invitation to join her, the following
dialogue took place. Patient: " I want you to give me a certificate
so that I may get some glucose." Reply: " But why do you need
glucose? " Patient: " I think it would do me good. I feel so
dreadfully tired. Miss Q. and Katie R. and Sally S. take it and
find it is so helpful." Reply: " Shall I order you some malt
extract? " Patient: " Oh no! That is so fattening." Reply:
" But a spoonful of malt extract will have the same effect as if
you took glucose." Patient: " Well, why can't you give me a certifi-
cate that I need glucose? You haven't examined me, so you can't
possibly tell that I don't need it."

Corrigendum
In Dr. Leslie Ballon's letter on " Perfect Sight Without Glasses " at

page 562 of our issue for October 18, the word " gently," three
lines from the foot of column 1, should have read " generally ":
" a line of treatment delivered generally may be harmful."
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