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Dr. Freda B. Pratt of Oxford has changed her name by deed
poll to Dr. Freda B. Bannister.

It was announced by the B.B.C. on September 22 that the Prime
Minister has asked Sir Charles Wilson, M.D., President of the
Royal College of Physicians of London, to join the British
Mission to Moscow in order to report to him on any medical help
that should be given to Russia.
An American Red Cross Mission is now in Russia for the

purpose of assessing that country's medical and other relief needs.
The American Red Cross has already sent to Russia a shipment
of medical and surgical materials, including insulin and gas
gangrene serum. Additional emergency supplies are being pre-
pared for shipment. The chairman of the Mission is Mr. Allen
Wardwell of New York, who was a commissioner of the Ameri-
can Red Cross in Russia during the last war. Other members of
the Mission are Mr. James D. Nicholson, Dr. George K. Strode
(Assistant Director of the International Health Division of the
Rockefeller Foundation), and Mr. Robert K. Scovell.
At the end of a Polish-Czechoslovak medical conference held

recently in Edinburgh a resolution was unanimously adopted
calling on physicians of the two countries to carry on in friendly
collaboration. At a dinner given to the guests of the congress,
Prof. Koskowski, vice-chairman of the committee, thanked the
Scottish authorities for their hospitality and co-operation, and
expressed gratitude to the Royal College of Surgeons of Edin-
burgh for the readiness with which it had helped the committee
in getting accommodation. The Czechoslovak Minister of Social
Welfare emphasized the medical and social importance of the
congress. The scientific proceedings included the presentation
of reports on questions from various fields of medicine-, with
special reference to professional work in wartime.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Income Tax

Assessinent anzd Allowances
"SENEX " completed a return for 1940-1 claiming relief in respect of
bank charges, building society interest, etc., and showing £136
professional earnings. The inspector of taxes says he accepts this
figure and that " it will be necessary to submit an assessment " in
that amount. Nothing has been said about the claim to relief.

* Presumably the official writing the letter was dealing only
with the question of the assessment of the earnings, and he will
arrange for the assessment to be made accordingly. No doubt the
return will be passed on to some junior official to deal with the
relief claimed, but if " Senex " does not hear shortly on that aspect
of the matter he might inquire what is being done about it.

Renluneration as Assistant
A. E. held a hospital appointment up to January 14, 1940; he then

took an assistantship at £400 per annum, which he held until he
took another similar employment as from July 14, 1940, at £500
per annum. (Car allowance and value of board and lodging are
excluded as not being liable to tax.) What is his liability to assess-
ment for 1940-1 and 1941-2?

*** Continuity of employment applies to the two assistant
appointments, but not to that at the hospital. 1940-1.-This is the
second year of the employment assessed, and the remuneration is
chargeable on the current year's basis-i.e., on 86/365 of £400

(=£94) plus 279/365 of £500 (=£382), net total £476. The assess-
ment of £475 can therefore be accepted. 1941-2.-This, being the
third year of the employment, is chargeable on the basis of the
previous year, unless the person assessed claims the current year's
basis. The liability is therefore £475, and notice of objection to
the assessment of £500 should be given. As regards expenses,
renewals of books and instruments can be claimed, but not
commissions paid for obtaining appointments.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Very Hyphenated

A correspondent who attended the recent annual congress of the
Ophthalmological Society at Cambridge brings back one example
of a term used by a speaker there in a discussion on nystagmus
which seems worth preserving. It was " Laryngo-pharyngo-
palato-oculo-diaphragmatic myoclonus."

The Evacuation Scheme
",PRO SINE QUID " writes: During the past two years many changes

of billets have taken place and large numbers of children have
trickled back to their homes. Others have transferred from one
doctor to another in the same area not once, but as often as they
change their billets. In some cases children have moved miles
away, and the doctor with whom they originally registered is still
called in although they ar-e miles outside his area. The doctor
receives no notification of changes in his list, and he is not
infrequently called in to attend later arrivals and confronted with
a blank card for children who have been living in his area for a
year or more, whose guardians or foster-parents have not troubled
to register them with a doctor until they become ill. The result
of all this is that I for one have not the slightest idea of my
commitments nor of any changes which have taken place in my
list. With petrol allowance nearly halved so that I cannot take
any new patients, and with the increased cost of purchase-taxed
drugs still rising, I should like to know how I stand. Please note
that I am saying nothing about the question of remuneration,
which so far as I am concerned appears to have ceased more than
a year agb.

Rose-hip Jam
The following method has been suggested by the Children's Nutrition

Council for using wild rose hips (a rich source of vitamin C) as
a jam or puree. Pick the fruit after the first frost, and choose
deeply red, ripe, but slightly soft berries, which should be cut
from the stalks with a sharp knife or scissors and processed
immediately, care being taken that they do not come into contact
with metal, unless stainless. Take whole hips, snip off the stalks
and withered buds, and wash quickly. Place in a clean enamel
saucepan, cover with boiling water (using 14 pints to 2 lb. of
fruit), and boil for a quarter of an hour only. Rub through a
fine sieve of hair or stainless metal, using a wooden spoon. Mix
2 lb. of the puree with 1 lb. of sugar and stir well. Dissolve and
bring to the simmer. Boil for ten minutes and fill small earthen-
ware containers. Allow the jam to cool and cover the tops with
a half-inch layer of fine sugar. Cover with cellophane or the
like, and keep in a cool place. The vitamin content will be
retained for three or four months. According to a bulletin issued
by the Children's Nutrition Council, the puree should contain
about 160 to 600 milligrammes of vitamin C per 100 grammes, and
the jam about 130 to 230 milligrammes. Thus there should be at
least three 50-milligramme doses of ascorbic acid in slightly over
three ounces of jam; half an ounce eaten daily with bread would
provide a useful supplement to the vitamins obtained in a normal
diet. It is interesting to note that rose hips are a traditional food
of European peasants.

"Perfect Sight without Glasses"
Dr. D. OCKMAN (Kearsley, Lancs) writes: The annotation on the

subject of perfect sight without glasses (September 13, p. 383) is
very interesting. It is well known that the vocal apparatus can
be trained to extend the range of a voice in both directions, and
I shouldl have thought that it would not be impossible to train
the optical apparatus to behave with increased physiological power.
The chief difficulty, as I see it, would be to find patients with the
credulity, patience, and will-power required for the discipline
involved. It is so much easier to put on a pair of glasses, just as
it is so much easier to take atophan than to give up port and purins.

Medical Certification
A correspondent has received the following ingenuous note from one

of his patients: " Dear Dr. 5.,-Will you kindly give me a pre-
scription for glucose? My wife wants some for preserving,
but I can't get it without a prescription from a doctor.-Yours
sincerely, ."~
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