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Medical News
The British Institute of Philos6phy announces that a short

address, entitled " The War and Philosophy," will be delivered
by Sir W. David Ross, Provost ot Oriel College, Oxford, at
University Hall, 14, Gordon Square, London, WV.C.1, at
1.45 p.m. on Tuesday, July 22. Cards of admission can be
had from the Director of Studies at University Hall.

The summer meeting of the Association of Clinical Patho-
logists will be held at Cambridge on Saturday, July 19. The
scientific part of the proceedings will open in the University
Department of Pathology at 10 a.m., and the day's programme
will close with dinner in Trinity Hall at 7 p.m. A number of
papers and demonstrations have already been promised.
Members who notify their intention of attending will receive
information as to accommodationi and final arrangements for
the meeting from Dr. C. H. Whittle, Brookfield, Trumpington
Road, Cambridge.
The following medical promotions in and appointments to

the Order of the Hospital of St. John- of Jerusalem were
announced in the London Gazette of June 27. As Knights:
Lord Horder, G.C.V.O., Major-General the Hon. Sir E. Fiset,
C.M.G., D.S.O., V.D., Lieut.-Colonel I. Fraser, S. McCormac.
As Commanders: Captain R. Williams, G. B. Peat, Colonel
W. W. White, V.D., Major-General Sir Gordon G. jolly,
K.C.I.E., I.M.S., Majors S. Copley and A. T. Smith. As
Officers: J. E. Dovey, Colonel J. Pratt-Johnson, M.C., V.D.,
Captain G. WV. C. Bissett, J. A. Corrigan, H. A. Creighton,
A. G. Morris, E. W. Stewart, J. Ferguson, H. B. Pierce, A. M.
Robertson, J. Wells, Lieut.-Colonels J. W. Tice, F. A. Barker,
C.I.E., O.B.E., I.M.S. (ret.), and W. S. C. Copeman,
R.A.M.C. As Associate Officer: B. W. Advani. As Serving
Brothers: C. R. Hoskyn, D. J. Nicol, H. Fallows, J. L.
Lewthwaite, C. Lundie, B. W. MacDonald, C. Marks, J. Gillan,
J. R. Larson, M. V. Roberts, E. L. Davies, H. Lloyd. As Asso-
ciate Serving Brother: S. J. Hoffman. As Serving Sister: Mary
I. Place.

Profs. Henrik Dam the biochemist, and George de Hevesy
the chemist, of Copenhagen have been appointed lecturers at
Harvard University for the current academic year.

A central health institute has been founded in Turkey. It
will contain a school for public health and an institute of
hygiene.
The New York State department of health reports that 434

typhoid carriers, exclusive of those in State institutions, were
under supervision in Upstate New York at the close of 1940.
Thirty-seven nev cases were added during the vear.

Letters, Notes, and Answers
All communications in regard to editorial business should be
addressed to THE EDITOR, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, B.M.A.
HOUSE, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, WV.C. I.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication
are understood to be offered to the Britishl Medical Journlal alone
unless the contrary be stated.

Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles must communicate
with the Secretary, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, W.C.i, on
receipt of proofs. Authors over-seas should indicate on MSS.
if reprints are required, as proofs are not sent abroad.

ADVERTISE1',IENTS should be addressed to the Advertisement
Manager (hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.). Orders for copies of the
Journal and subscriptions should be addressed to the Secretary.

TELEPHONE No.-B.M.A. and B.M.J.: EUSTON 2III.

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES: EDITOR, Aitiology Westcent, London;-
SECRETARY, Medisecra Westcent, Lonzdon.

B.M.A. SCOTTISH OFFICE: 7, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh.

QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Obstinate Oedema

"X. Z." asks for advice in the case of a man of 45 with retinitis
pigmentosa, six toes on each foot, a mental defect; he is not
obese but has oedema of both legs, and his underclothes tend
to fall into small holes. At times the oedema extends and
becomes very marked in the eyelids and around the neck and
scrotum and penis. There is no albuminuria; blood pressure
140/86. The oedema does not respond to caffeine or mercurial
diuretics or to increase or decrease in salt or protein. He refuses
hospital investigation.

Ragged Finger-nails
R. S. M." writes: " F. IR. S." may be interested in the few points
I can add to his description (June 2I, P. 952). The patients in
my three cases, aged 50 to 60, are closely related, active, healthy
people without digestive or cardiac troubles. All originated before
food restrictions and have not grown worse since. The fingers very
often " go dead." This is followed in one case by chilblains, often
involving the nail-beds. When the inflammation subsides the nail
is partially detached from its bed, and as it grows becomes longi-
tudinally ridged and brittle. In a second case the nails are almost
lost; in the third mild persistent infection is superadded. Toe-nails
are normal. Calcium and parathyroid are very uiseful in con-
trolling the chilblains.

Income Tax
Purchase of Addlitiooial Casir

"J. M." has a car which requires extensive overhaul and spare
parts will be difficult to obtain. In the meantime he has obtained
a similar second-hand car and is using it as a spare car.

* The cost of the additional car ranks as capital expenditure
* and, of course, depreciation allowance is duie in respect of

it. On the other hand spare parts represent ordinary maintenance
and their cost can be charged against current earnings. If one
of the two cars is scrapped and parts of it used for repairing the
other, a rather difficult situation will arise. It is thought that
in such circumstances the inspector of taxes may agree to allow
as a deduction the market price of the parts so used.

LE1TERS, NOTES, ETC.
The Unburned Cornea

In one of Jules Verne's books the hero has his eyes put out with
red-hot irons, but a film of tears over the cornea is turned into
steam, and when the lid burns finally recover it is found that
the cornea, thanks to this protective layer, has not been burned
at all. At the June meeting of the Section of Ophthalmology of
the Royal Society of Medicine Mr. T. M. Tyrrell, who read a
short paper on " War Injuries of the Eye," gave an up-to-date
example. A boy, eleven years of age, reputed to be "England's
youngest air-raid warden," was admitted to hospital with a badly
burned eye. His air-gun had becorrme blocked by a pellet jamming
in the rifle, and to free it he fired several others, which all stuck
behind the first. Then he had the bright idea of heating the
barrel in a watchman's coke fire, and, observing some melted
lead run out of the muzzle, he put the muzzle to his eye to see
if it was clear, whereupon a further stream of hot lead entered
the eye. Mr. Tyrroll was able to pick out a complete cast of
the conjunctival sac, and beneath it he found the cornea quite
clear and bright, though the conjunctiva of the fornices was
oedematous and parboiled. In the result there was nothing worse
than a small symblepharon (if the lower fornix. Burns of the
cornea are very uncommon, and another speaker in the same dis-
cussion said that he, too, had seen a case in which molten metal
had entered right into the eye and all that he had had to do.
was to take off a cast of the front of the cornea, leaving the cornea
intact. It was suggested that the fluid in which the cornea was'
bathed was in a colloidal state and formed a protective layer
which would not conduct heat, so that the cornea escaped.
undamaged.

Earlier Time for Receipt of Advertisements
Owing to the ever-increasing difficulties of production under war

conditions it is now imperative that advertisements announcing
vacancies for medical officers of health, hospital posts, locum-
tenents, etc., should reach the Advertisement Manager, " B.M.J.,"
Tavistock Square, W.C.i, not later than first post on the Monday
of the week of issue. If proofs are required the " copy " must
reach this office on the Wednesday in the week preceding publica-
tion of the announcement.

The Medical Directory
The Editor of the Medical Directory (104, Gloucester Place,; Portman

Square, London, W.i) writes: To maintain the accuracy of our
annual volume we rely upon the return of our schedule, which
has been posted to each member of the medical profession.
Should the schedule have been lost or mislaid we will gladly
forward a duplicate upon request. The full names of the doctor
should, be sent for identification.

Corrigendum
In the article headed "Lactose for Prevention of Odour in the

Closed-cast Treatment of. Compound Fractures," by Drs. ALLAN
D. WALLIs and MARGARET J. DILWORTH (May 17, P. 750) the first
sentence of the third paragraph should read as follows: " In
selecting a sugar for use in wounds lactose was chosen instead
of glucose because, since its molecule is larger, first, a solution of it
isotonic Nvith the blood contains more sugar, and, seconld, loss by
absorption from the wound should be less."
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