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Price of Milk

Lord ADDISON opened a debate in the House of Lords on
November 6 on the price of milk. Lord MOYNE, replying
for the Ministry of Agriculture, said the scheme launched on
July 21 for the supply of milk free or at half-price to mothers,
to children under 5, and to expectant mothers had been a
success. Out of a possible 3,900,000 persons, 3,000,000 were
recipients of this benefit, and 30% of the recipients were
getting milk for nothing. It was still necessary that wider
measures should be taken. For these the committee under
Lord Perry had made far-reaching and drastic proposals, on
which Lord Woolton hoped to reach a decision at an early
date.

Public Inoculation against Tetanus and Typhoid

Dr. HILL asked on November 7 whether, in view of the
successful results of the new inoculation of the Army against
tetanus, the same protection could be offered to the police,
the fire services, and air-raid precautions services in general.
Mr. HERBERT MORRISON said that his Department and the
Ministry of Health had concluded that special measures of
advance immunization against tetanus should not be extended
to the services mentioned. An adequate safeguard against
risk of tetanus was afforded by the normal method of inocula-
tion after a person became a casualty.

Dr. HILL also asked Mr. MacDonald on November 7
whether, in view of possible epidemics of typhoid and para-
typhoid, means and material were available for widespread
inoculation in regions likely to be affected. He inquired, in
view of the fact that the commonest source of such infection
was from workers employed in connexion with food and water
supplies, whether the Minister would provide for all such
workers to be protected without delay. Mr. MAcDONALD, in
reply, said means and material were available for extensive
inoculation of the population of particular localities if they
should be placed at special risk. The action suggested by Dr.
Hill would not have the effect of protecting the consumer
against infection. He had sent a circular to local authorities
drawing their attention to other measures which would reduce
risks of infection. There would be no compulsory inoculation.
Workers in wells were covered by this answer.

Puiblic Assistance Inistitutions' Dieting.-Replying to Sir Percy
Hurd, who alleged that some public assistance committees, under
the guidance of their medical officers, were still ordering potatoes
to be machine-pared, Miss HORSBRUGH said that the dietary of
a public assistance institution was a matter for the decision of
the authority after they had obtained the advice of the medical
officer. The Minister was aware of the advantages of the method
of cooking potatoes in their skins, and was instructing his inspectors
to give suitable advice on this matter to public assistance autho-
rities as occasion arose in conjunction with certain other advice as
to the best use of food in wartime.

Compensation for Byssinosis.-In the House of Lords on
November 5 the DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE presented a Bill for the
payment of compensation or disablement benefit in the cases of
male workers who died or became disabled or permanently in-
capacitated as a result of byssinosis.
Care of Expectant Mothers in Daniger Areas.-Miss HORSBRUGH

on November 5 informed Mr. Sorensen that arrangements had
been made under the Government evacuation scheme for all
expectant mothers in evacuation areas who wished to be evacuated
for their confinement to be provided for in reception areas. Mr.
Sorensen was under a misapprehension in suggesting that special
shelters were provided for the reception of expectant mothers.
Those in charge of shelters had, however, clear instructions as to
the steps to be taken -in the event of premature births occurring.

Antiseptic Pastilles for Shelterers.-On November 7 Mr. SORENSEN
asked Mr. MacDonald to recommend or instruct local authorities
in control of public shelters used for sleep at night to make
available in all such shelters supplies of antiseptic and medicinal
tablets or pastilles for free distribution with a view to minimizing
ailments and infection. Mr. MAcDONALD replied that medical
aid posts in the larger shelters would be equipped with appliances
and drugs on a schedule recommended by the committee over
which Lord Horder presided. This schedule included some medi-
cinal tablets. Mr. SORENSEN contended that as the Government
distributed plugs for the ears freely it could equally well distribute
free pastilles for the throat. Mr. MACDONALD said whatever he
was advised to be necessary would be available for free distribution.

In some shelters these pastilles were being distributed now. The
distribution would app'y to shelters throughout the country.

Notes in Brief
Mr. Bevin states that special inquiries have been instituted to

find whether the more extensive night employment of youths
between 16 and 18 is producing ill-health or undue fatigue. If ill
effects are found, appropriate action will be taken.
Mr. Malcolm MacDonald told Mr. Rhys Davies on November 7

that he did not know psychiatrists employed as civilians in mental
hospitals were not allowed to treat patients in the same hospitals
who were members of the Forces. He promised to go further into
the matter.
On November 7 Sir Ernest Graham-Little asked the Home

Secretary to consider the release from detention in Brixton Prison
of a surgeon on whose behalf representations, from intimate know-
ledge, had been made by members of the medical profession. Sir
Ernest referred to inconvenience suffered by thiee London voluntary
hospitals of whose honorary staffs this surgeon was an active
member. Mr. Herbert Morrison said this case was to be reviewed
by the Advisory Committee, which would take account of repre-
sentations on behalf of the appellant.

Medical News

The Royal Society of Medicine announces that a report,
with illustrations, of the discussion on the -treatment of burns
in the Sections of Surgery and of Therapeutics on November 6
(summarized in the Journal this week at page 679) will shortly
be published, and copies will be obtainable from the Society's
Editorial Office, 1, Wimpole Street, London, W.1, price Is.,
post free.

It is announced that the following medicaments will not be
subject to the purchase tax: Disinfectants which are not
prepared solely or mainly for human use internally or ex-
ternally, cod-liver oil, cod-liver oil and malt, simple emulsions
of cod-liver oil, halibut-liver oil, halibut-liver oil and malt,
vitaminized oil B.P. (Second Addendum), extract of malt with
vitaminized oil B.P. (Second Addendum), and emulsion of
vitaminized oil B.P. (Second Addendum). The purchase tax
is chargeable, however, at the reduced rates, under Class 19,
on pastilles, lozenges, gums, tablets, etc., containing the follow-
ing medicaments or medicinal flavourings: Bismuth, cherry
bark, chlorodyne, chloroform, cinnamon, eucalyptus, glycerin
and blackcurrant, honey, glycerin, and lemon, iodine,
menthol, paregoric, thymol, sulphur. These will be taxable
whether sold in small containers or in bulk.
The new x-ray department of the General Infirmary at Leeds

has been completed, and it is hoped soon to open the private
patients' wing. This is part of an extension scheme costing
a quarter of a million pounds. The private wing has accom-
modation for ninety patients, and for the time being it is
proposed to open only twenty-nine single rooms and seven
four-bed wards. The charge for those occupying single rooms
will be from 6 to 8 guineas a week and 5 guineas after the first
fortnight, and in the four-bed wards the charge will be
5 guineas a week and 4 guineas after the first fortnight.
During the war an extra 10% will be added to the above
charges, which will entitle patients to accommodation, board,
nursing, and surgical dressings. The four-bed wards are
reserved for patients whose incomes do not exceed the
following: £450 a year for a single patient, £550 a year for
a person with one dependant, and £650 a year for a person
with more than one dependant. Fees for operation and
consultation will be paid to the Infirmary, and for patients
in the four-bed wards will in no case exceed 30 guineas.

Sir D'Arcy Power reached his 85th birthday this week,
on November 11.
The newly founded Latin-American Society of Plastic

Surgery has recently held its first meeting at Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Dr. Louis Martin, director of the Pasteur Institute of

Paris, has succeeded Dr. Sieur as president of the Academy
of Medicine.

According to Assistant Surgeon-General R. A. Vonderlehr
of the U.S. Public Health Service, 324,000 out of the 20,000,000
men of draft age in the United States are infected with
syphilis.
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