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QUERIES AND ANSWERS

Multiple Sebaceous Cysts
"C. L. H." asks if any reader can suggest a cause and a cure for

the following condition. A woman patient of 65 has multiple
sebaceous cysts on her scalp varying in size from a pea to a plum.
Some contain the usual thick sebaceous material, others a clear
watery fluid. They have only appeared during the last five
years and are becoming more numerous every year. Her mother
suffered in the same way after the age of 60. Can anything be
donie to prevent fresh cysts forming?

Unequal Pupils during Anaesthesia
Dr. JOHN GORDON (Loughton) writes: This week I had occasion

to give an anaesthetic to a fit man for a laparotomy for
abdominal exploration. When, by the respirations, I believed
the patient to be fairly deep I looked at his pupils and found
that the right one was large, as I had imagined it would be, but the
left was small. During the operation this state was present all
the time, but when I saw the patient two hours afterwards the
pupils were again equal. I was wondering if any of your
readers would have any explanation for such a phenomenon.

Defect of Micturition
Dr. W. M. M. JACKSON writes: In reference to the query of

' Puzzled" (August 31, p. 306), the condition referred to is
unusual in a man of that age, and is often associated with
enlargement of the prostate gland. If a cure cannot be found
I suggest that the man make use of a small linen bag suspended
by tapes from the waist by a narrow cotton belt. This bag
should hold a wad of absorbent cotton which can be changed
every day. This contrivance is readily adjusted, and easily made
by anyone who can sew; the cost is negligible. Two or three
extra bags should be available for washing purposes. Into this
receptacle the penis should be placed after micturition, thus
obviating any soiling of the clothing.

Hairy Legs in a Girl
Dr. F. S. AIREY (Leicester) writes in answer to " Civic " (August

10, p. 212): In the present state of our knowledge there is no
satisfactory remedy for unwanted hair on the legs. That it is
a common and distressing complaint, difficult of solution, is
shown by the great variety of methods advocated and advertised.
However, there are several methods of treatment worth mention-
ing. (1) Wax depilatories are in common use. Wax is spread on
cloth, warmed, and laid on the part. When cold the dressing is
torn off and the hair comes with it. This uncomfortable pro-
cedure calls for a repetition every month or so, and does not
deter regrowth. (2) Barium sulphide and similar depilatories are
also suitable. There are many proprietary remedies on the
market which are reliable, but continued use may irritate the skin.
(3) Shaving, in one form or another, is not a new remedy, but
appears to be the best. A safety razor also shaves the skin
itself and leaves it shiny. It is best to give an initial shave by
this means and follow on with another method. Electric razors
do not cut long hairs easily, but will keep down the growth
without irritating the skin surface. So also will mechanical razors
of the " viceroy " type. It is necessary to point out that such
treatment must be carried out daily-not just once a week-or the
stubble will be clearly evident. There is no scientific justification
for the widespread impression that shaving encourages the growth
of hair, but casual shaving will give this appearance, for the cut
end of a hair will remain blunt and is more conspicuous than the
normal tapering point. (4) There is a good proprietary abrasive
(Bellin's " wonderstoen,"' 1123, Broadway. New York City)
designed for use on the legs. It is stocked by some pharmacists.
A dlisk is worked over the part and keeps the hair short. Because

x-ray treatment is given for certain dermatological epilations
there is an impression that it is a specific for all forms of
unwanted hair. Few dermatologists or radiologists would
countenance its use for such purposes. It should be mentioned
only to be condemned, for a dose necessary to destroy the hair
papillae will also be lethal to the adjacent skin. Telangiectasis,
atrophy, and the other ill effects may not be shown for some years,
but they are inevitable. The result is tragic whether the requisite
dose be given on one occasion or divided at intervals determined
by the patient. X-ray epilation may be used as a preliminary to
other methods, but it has the disadvantage of introducing the
patient to a form of treatment she must never have again, or
have only after careful consideration on a limited number of
occasions. Finding it effective and superior to other methods
there are many women who will ask for more. If the physician
refuses some will go elsewhere, and may even hide the fact that
x-ray treatment has been given previously. For there are some
women who will go to any length to get what they want in this
respect, and there must be unscrupulous people about who will
give it. There are also some inside the profession who are
unaware of the dangers, and, unwittingly, initiate x-ray addiction.

Income Tax
Putrchase of Property: Arrears of Property Tax

P." completed purchase of a house in March, 1939. His solicitor
had obtained a certificate that the property was free of unpaid
taxes and encumbrances, but in November, 1939, additional
assessments for the years 1937-8 and 1938-9 were made, and
"P" is now being pressed for payment of about £20.

*$* Rule 3 of No. VII, Schedule A, of the Income Tax Act
of 1918 provides that " the tax on each assessment shall be
levied on the occupier for the time being . . . notwithstanding
any change of occupation." (There are two exceptions to the
rule, but as the property was let before purchase by " P." they
are irrelevant.) The legal position is that " P." is liable to pay
the tax but has a right of recovery against the vendor. In
the circumstances this involves hardship on the purchaser (the
vendor being financially in low water), and some explanation
is due to him as to why the liabilities for 1937-8 and 1938-9
were dealt with so late that he could not have been aware of
them in time to protect himself when closing the transaction.
It might be worth while putting the facts before the Board of
Inland Revenue and asking for special consideration.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

Removing Plaster Casts
Dr. T. W. BURGESS (Denman, New South Wales) writes: An article

published by Dr. Reginald G. Bickford on removing plaster casts
(Journzal, March 30) prompts me to publish a simple method,
especially when using " cellona " bandages. If the whole plaster
is soaked in warm water for ten to fifteen minutes, or longer it
very thick, the bandage can then be easily unwound. The main
drawback to this method is of course the destruction of the
plaster for further use.

Chemoprophylaxis of Rheumatic Fever
Dr. W. R. THROWER writes: The last sentence of your annotation
(August 17, p. 232) on the above subject should have been
printed in letters of fire. If there is one lesson to be learnt
from the clinical use of sulphonamides it is the futility and
risk of using them in infections by micro-organisms other than
those upon which their activity is likely. That certain children
could withstand the ill effects of prolonged dosage with sulphanil-
amide is not surprising, for it is.well known that their toleration
of sulphonamides generally is greater than that of adults; in any
case, however, 10% of the treated cases had to be transferred
to the control group because of intolerance.

Glasgow Branch of Socialist Medical Association
Dr. R. LIVINGSTONE writes from 15, Queen Mary Avenue, Glasgow,

S.2: I should like to bring to the notice of your readers the
fact that there is being formed in Glasgow a branch of the
Socialist Medical Association. Membership is open to all
medical personnel, including doctors, dentists, students, nurses.
and pharmacists. The inaugural meeting is being held on
Sunday, September 8, at 7 p.m., at 25, Burnbank Gardens, N.W.
Any of your readers interested are invited to attend.

Corrigendum
Dr. E. G. L. GOFFE points out that an error-an important one-

occurred in his letter on the injection treatment of muscular
rheumatism (August 31, p. 200). ".Two or three 5 c.cm. ampoules
of quinine,' there appearing, should have read: " Two or three
5 c.cm. ampoules of quinitie iurea."
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