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QUERIES AND ANSWERS

Sulphonamides in Infantile Enteritis
Dr. L. M. M. BEADNELL (Brighton) writes: I should be interested

to know if the sulphonamide group of drugs has ever been tried
in cases of infantile enteritis. Some of these babies, even after
the dehydration and acute symptoms have been arrested by diet,
drugs, and intravenous salines, succumb for no apparent reason,
presumably from the profound toxaemia caused by the
organisms. Sulphapyridine in particular is effective against so
many diverse organisms that it seems possible it might be effective
in these cases if used early enough. I should be grateful for
the experiences of your readers.

Hairy Legs in a Girl
Dr. R. COTTER (Liverpool) wr-ites ill answer to " Civic (August 10,

p. 212): If the growth on the patient's legs is of recent develop-
ment " Civic " should exclude the possibility of pregnancy; fol
the significance of this sign, nowadays apparently little under-
stood, was clearly recognized and described by the old clinicians.
For spontaneous growth of hair on the legs x-ray therapy is
claimed to be specific.

" Only Functional"

Dr. M. W. BROWDY (London, W.1) wr-ites: The distressing symp-
toms described by your correspondent (August 17, p. 244) are
quite common in the neuroses (anxiety) and are due to an
overdose of adrenaline. The cause is most likely psychological
(anxiety, fear), conscious or unconscious, and search should be
made for this and eradicated. The symptoms are relieved by
luminal grain 1/2 at night, or grain 1/4 twice or thrice daily. In
my experience it is inadvisable to prohibit the harmless customary
habits of the patient in order to avoid a conditioned reflex: the
fixinig of the somatic symptoms in the patient's mind by recalling
the prohibition-a vicious cycle.

Income Tax

Allowance for Depreciationi by Wear atld Tear of Electrical
Equiipm?ent

Three or four years ago a representative of the British Medical
Association came to an agreement with the Inland Revenue
official concerned that 71% on the written-down value of the
equipment could be accepted as a reasonable allowance for
income tax purposes-increased as that allowance now is by a
further one-fifth, making 9% in all. Doubts have recently been
thrown on the adequacy of that, rate for such apparatus as an
electrocardiograph, for instance. In the first place it has to
be realized that while the authorities are willing to classify items
of plant into groups for this purpose, they are not prepaied to
deal with individual items; the problem of modern industrial
plants would be insoluble on such a basis. What is important,
therefore, is to agree an " omnibus " rate which will be fair in
the average case. It is true that if and when any item of the
equipment is replaced the " obsolescence allowance, so to
speak, steps in, but if replacement does. not occur-and that is
apt to happen in connexion with retirements-that redress is not

forthcoming. The main factor to consider in estimating a rate
of depreciation is the life of the item as a iait. The longer it
can be kept going by repair-s and replacement of its parts (both
allowable as current expenses) the lower the appropriate rate of
depreciation. In the case of items of plant or equipment which
are of delicate construction as cntrasted with solid build,
constant use affects the life more quickly-that is, the time at
which complete r-eplacement is preferred to further repair is
brought nearer. On the other hand, the normal factor- which
affects the life of machinery is constant vibration set up by a
number of rapidly moving parts, a factor which plays a com-
paratively unimportant part in medical equipment. A factor
which is of importance to the practitioner is the supersession of
the appar-atus by some improvement resulting from new inven-
tion: but that is not to be taken into account, as the income
tax allowance is for depreciation by reason of wear and tear
only. On the whole we agree that there may be grounds for
doubting whether the present basic rate of 72% is sufficient,
apart from the adjustment which comes automatically when
renewal takes place. If, however, it is to be attacked it can
only be on the grounds that it is insufficient for medical clectri-
cal apparatus as a whole, and evidence would be necessary to
demonstrate what is the average working life, as affected by
wear- and tear only, of such apparatus. We are doubtful whether
suchi evidence is obtainable.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

Ingrowing Toenail
Dr. GEORGE PRENTICE (Port Jameson, Northern Rhodesia) writes:

In the treatment of ingrowing toenails there is a simple and
efficacious method. By removing a wedge-shaped portion of
the nail from the middle in front until the apex of the wedge
impinges upon the quick a triangular space is left, base in front
and apex behind. The two portions of the nail thus separated
(the nail should be allowed to grow long) work inwards to meet
each other and fill in the gap, and the edges that have given
trouble by ingrowing are gradually drawn up till they ride free
of the tissues they were damaging. The patient, if shown 1iw
to do it, can repeat the process until all is well. It takes tyne
bLit is effective.

Adrenaline Injection for Allergy
Mr1r. J. BERNSTIEN, F.R.C.S.Ed. (Liverpool), writes: Fou some con-

siderable time past I have been using the following preparation
in cases of chronic allergic disturbances, and also in cases of
severe allergic conditions: adrenaline alkaloid I mg. or 2 mg.,
chlorbutol 15 mg., glycerin 1 c.cm. The preparation is injected
either intramuscularly or subcutaneously (the former preferred) and
will give prolonged relief and, in many cases, better results than
the preparation of adrenaline in oil. There is a certain degree
of pain, but this is not intolerable and the patients do not appear
to mind. This preparation has been put up in I c.cm. ampoules
of both strengths by Evans Sons Lescher and Webb.

Ionization with Prontosil
Dr. JAMES SrEWART (Lancaster) writes: I have just found out that

the solution of prontosil ordered for and used in the experiments
in ionization (Joiurazal, July 6, p. 29) was made up from ampoules
of prontosil solub'e. As the solution was red it did not occur
to me to question the nomenclature. I have written to those
who wrote to me direct, but hasten to apologize to any who
may have tried to make a solution from tablets of prontosil
rubrum.

Back Numbers of the " B.M.J."
Dr. G. L. BUCKLEY (Bournemouth) writes: I have already had four

applications for the back numbers of the British Medical Jotartial
about which I wrote in your issue of August 3 (p. 178). Possibly
sonme other B.M.A. members turning out their cupboards nmay
be able to supply the needs of the unsuccessful applicants. The
writers express a great desire to have the Joatrnals for purposes
of refer-ence and research.

Correction
VWe regret that through a misprint in our News column of

August 10 (p. 211) the address of the Editor of the Medic(al
lDirctory was incorrectly given. It is 104, Gloucester Place,
Portman Square, London, W.I.-
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