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INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND VITAL STATISTICS
WAe print below a sum-mary of Infectious Diseases and Vital Statistics in the

British Isles during the week ended July 20, 1940.
Figures of Principal Notifiable Diseases for the week and those for the

corresponding week last year, for : (a) England and Wales (London included).
(b) London (administrative county). (c) Scotland. (d) Eire. (e) Northern Ireland.

Figures of Births and Deaths, and of Deaths recorded under each infectious
diseast% are for : (a) The 126 great towns in England and Wales (including
London). (b) London (administrative county). (c) The 16 principal towns in
Scotland. (d) The 13 principal towns in Eire. (e) The 10 principal towns
in Northern Ireland.
A dash - denotes no cases ;a blank space denotes disease not notifiable or

no return available.

1940 11939 (Corresponding Week)
Disease-p

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

Cerebrospinal fever .. 177 14 57 1 41 28 5 10 - -
Deaths .. . _ 1 2 - -

Diphtheria .. . 8:8 25 214 33 28 870 66 110 30 17
Deaths . .. 23 2 6 1 - 13 2 4 - -

Dysentery .. . 87 - 4.0 - 0 5 24 - -
Deaths .. . - - 2 - -

Encephalitis lethargica,
acute . .. 3 - - - - 4 - 1 -

Deaths . .. - -I

Enteric (typhoid and
,paratyphoid) fever 65 6 12 5 2 21 6 7 8 1

Deaths . . -

Erysipelas .. . .23 39 3 2 29 35 5 2
Deaths . .. - -- -

Infective enteritis or
diarrhoea under
2 years

Deaths . .. 23 5 5 9 7 36 11 5 4 7

Measles* . ..9,892 32 888 261 50 38 6
Deaths . .. 5 - 12 -li 2 - I - -

Ophthalmia neona-I
torum ~ 113 9 31 - 92 6 24 -

Deaths . .I____

Pneumonia, influenzalt 434 23 5 5 91 474 27 6 - 3
Deaths (from in-

fluenza) . .. 6 1 l -.L 6 - 2 - 1

Pneumonia, primary ..139 13 I132 14
Deathst . . 13 3 5~ _ 9 9 8

Polio-encephalitis, acute S5 2 -
Deaths .. .I -

Poliomyelitis, acute . 18 - 3 16 6 1 -
Deaths .. . - _ 1 -~

PuerperalIfever .. 2 2 13 3 -I 6 6 9 2 -
Deaths .. ..

Puerperal pyrexia .. 166 10 12 31 188 19 27 -
Deaths.hs

Relapsing fever . - - - - -

Deaths

Scarlet fever . ..1,343 28 132 29 57 1,925 191 180 52 55
Deaths .. ... I - I - -

Small-pox z - z i i

Typhusfever.. . - - 7 3
Deaths .. .

Whooping-cough* .. 88 1 5 16 21 5 9
Deaths 3. ..231 2 8 2 j3 - -

Deaths (0-l year) . 265 36 56 24 241 262 52 53 26 21
Infant mortality rate.

(per 1,000 live birtha) 41 47

Deaths (excluding still-
births) . . . . 3,936 576 543 150 144 3,738 670 558 176 152

Annual death rate (per
l,Ooopersonsliving) 11.0 10.0 12.6j 9.2 8.6 11.3 11.8 13.4

Live births .. . 5,869 850 835 393 242 6,177 1,027 904 326 317
Annual rate per 1,000

persons living ..16.9 26.2 21.21 15.2 13.2 18.3 21.9 27.8

Stillbirths . .. 224 31 38 213 40 46
Rate per 1,000 tota'l

births (including
stillborn) . ..44 34 32 48

*Made notifiable generally on November 1, 1939.

THE PURCHASE TAX AND MEDICINES
The present proposals in the Finance (No. 2) Bill are that
medicines and appliances except those "of an exceptionally
costly character " are to be liable to tax at the rate cf
16 2%a. It is understood that the Treasury will issue a list
of exempted drugs and appliances after the Act has been
passed, but it is observed that failure to issue such a list
in advance precludes adequate Parliamentary criticism. The
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain has pointed otit that
whether an article is costly depends upon the resources of
the consumer, and if only high-priced drugs are to be
exempted the effect of the exemption will simply be to
increase the cost of medical and surgical articles of average
price to those who can ill afford to pay for them; It there-
fore submits that the exemption should be amended as
follows: " Drugs and medicines; surgical dressings; medical,
surgical, dental, and dissecting instruments; medical, dental,
and surgical appliances." The Select Committee on Medicine
Stamp -Duties which reported in 1937 recommended, among
other things, exemption from taxation of " all preparations,
etc., supplied to registered medical or dental practitioners for
use in the discharge of their professional duties, also all
preparations, etc., supplied to registered pharmacists or
registered medical or dental practitioners for use in dispensing
as a component part of medicines prescribed by such practi-
tioners."

Medical News

The Editor of the Medical Directory (194,- Gloucester Place,
Portman Square, W.I) asks members of the medical pro-
fession who have not communicated to him their present
addresses to give this information without delay, otherwise
the words "address uncommunicated" will appear in lieu of
an address in the forthcoming 1941 issue.
A demonstration of plaster technique will be given by

Lieut.-Colonel St. J. D. Buxton, F.R.C.S., and Mr. H. L. C.
Wood, F.R.C.S., at the British Postgraduate Medical School,
Hammersmith, on Friday, August 16, at 2.30 p.m. Admission
will be free to all those interested in the subject. Applica-
tions for tickets should be addressed to the Dean, British
Postgraduate Medical School, Ducane Road, London, W.12.
The Home Office issued last week as a White Paper (Cmd.

6217. H.M. Stationery Office, ld.) " German and Austrian
Civilian Internees: Categories of Persons Eligible for Release
from Internment and Procedure to be followed in applying
for Release." The Home Secretary is now prepared to con-
sider the question of releasing from internment category " C "
Germans and Austrians interned in pursuance of general direc-
tions who fall within one or other of eighteen categories.
Nevertheless the release of a person who falls within one of
the categories may be refused on security grounds. Category
No. 8 includes " scientists, research workers, and persons of
academic distinction for whom work of national importance
in their special fields is available." (Applications to be sub-
mitted through special committees set up by the Vice-
Chancellors of the Universities, the Royal Society, and the
British Academy.) No. 9 includes " doctors of medicine and
dentists who have been authorized by the Secretary of State
to exercise their professions in this country." (No special
procedure in making applications is necessary in such cases.)
No. 10 includes "doctors and dentists who have been per-
mitted by the Secretary of State to study in this country for
British degrees and who were pursuing their studies to that
end." (Application for release should be supported by evi-
dence that the internee was pursuing a course of studies before
internment.) Applications for release should be made in writ-
ing and sent to the Under-Secretary of State, Aliens Depart-
ment, P.O. Box 100, Paddington District Office, London, W.2.
The Government has accepted the generous offer of the

Kumasi (Gold Coast) Public Health Board of a loan of
£5,000 free of interest for the duration of the war.

According to a New York report, the population of France
is to be inoculated against the spread of epidemics. The
Pasteur Institute is undertaking the inoculation against typhoid
of all refugees and the population of the occupied zones.
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