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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Soil and Food

Dr. G. F. BRADBURY (Sheffield) writes: No doubt many who are
interested in the subject of Dr. L. J. Picton's letter (June 22,
p. 1034) would be disappointed, on -applying for the Haughley
Research Farms Booklets, to be informed they were out of print.
After reading The Wheel of Health and the other more practical
books referred to therein I have been anxious to see a publica-
tion giving details of this method of enriching our soil, which
could be easily understood and carried out by our farmers and
gardeners with the materials available to them in this 'country.
I should be grateful to know of it if such information is
obtainable.

*** A review by Dr. Picton of Sir Albert Howard's new book,
At, Agrictultutral Testament, will be found at page 128 this week.

Gas Masks for Asthmatics
Dr. BERNARD ROYSTON (Petts Wood, Kent) writes: I would be

interested to know whether any adequate provisi6n has been
made for supplying suitable gas masks to chronic asthmatic
patients. It is well known that they are quite unable to use
those masks which have been issued to them, during an asthmatic
attack. How much more serious will their plight be during a
possible gas attack. I feel that it is a matter of urgent necessity
to provide a more suitable mask such as the civilian duty mask,
which has the additional nose-piece.

Income Tax
Enztertainmenit Expenses

ALPHA " inquires whether he can claim a deduction for £20 spent
on the entertainment of professional colleagues.

*** The question of such expenses is often debated, and
bodies of Commissioners who hear appeals are not always
consistent with each other. One difficulty is to prove that the
expenses were wholly and exclusively incurred for professional
purposes. Speaking generally, the authorities would require clear
and specific evidence as to the manner in which the earnings al-e
affected by the entertainment, and, so far as our experience goes,
Commissioners on appeal are inclined to take the view that
entertainment, like social status, personal appearance, etc., does
involve a professional man in expense, but of a nature too
indirect to justify treating a part of it as deductible for income-
tax purposes.

Emergency Medical Service
"F.R.C.S." holds a whole-time appointment in the Emergency
Medical Service under the Ministry of Health. What claim can
be made for the allowance of professional commitments in the
form of " consulting rooms, secretary, and the like "?

*** The legal position seems tolerably clear. If the income
from the former professional source has entirely ceased there
is no right to deduct such expenses-which cannot be said to be
incurred wholly, exclusively, and necessarily in the performance
of his present duties. If, however, the former income is to some
extent continuing-for example, if his practice is put into com-
mission-and the maintenance of his former professional organ-
ization serves some purpose in that connexion, then the expenses
in question can be deducted from such receipts as may come
to hand from that source. So far as our knowledge goes the
Inland Revenue Department is following that line in dealing with
such cases as this.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Liquid Oxygen in Hospital Practice

The indications for oxygen therapy seem to increase, and a hospital
needing a constant supply of oxygen might welcome some sub-
stitute for the heavy iron cylinders which are at present thle
only source of supply. Drs. Cot and Genaud' have recently
given an interesting account of a liquid oxygen installation in a
French hospital. A litre of liquid oxygen weighs only 1 kg.
and will turn into 800 litres of gas. A patient treated all day
will therefore only need a little over six litres, weighing 7 kg.,
or 15 kg. with its container. The apparatus installed in the hos-
pital is contained in a tall metal vat mounted in the corner of
a cellar and taking up only two or three square yards of floor
space. In this the liquid is vaporized, and the gaseous oxygen
is led off through pipes to outlets in a convenient position near
the bedside.' The liquid oxygen is transported in metal canisters
containing flask's with double walls, the interval between which
is exhausted and contains some activated charcoal; they are
fitted with a handle, and an active person can carry one in eacl
hand without much difficulty. The corptainer is fitted with a
special mouthpiece through which the liquid can be safely poured
into the vat. The initial cost is not given, but the authors
declare that, though high, it is rapidly paid off by saving in the
cost of hiring, storing, and transporting cylinders. The oxygen
costs the same volume for volume. Liquid carbon dioxide can,
of course, be mixed with the liquid oxygen if required. The plant
is at present useless out of reach of a liquid oxygen factory,
but the authors suggest that if it becomes popular there will be
no great difficulty in building mobile liquid oxygen generators
which could visit hospitals and charge up their plants.

A Case of Lysol Poisoning
Dr. HORACE GOOCH writes: A servant girl aged'25, who was seen

by her master in the kitchen at 8.30 p.m. in her usual health, was
discovered at 9.15 p.m. the same night by her mistress lying
on her bed, quite unconscious, and fully dressed. A letter near by
suggested that she had been contemplating suicide, but no clue,
apart from an empty aspirin bottle, could be found as to what
had happened. Medical aid was sought, and at 9.30 p.m. an
examination revealed that she was quite comatose, pupils equal
and contracted, breathing stertorous, all reflexes absent, and
pulse small and rapid. No smell could be detected in the
breath and no charring of the lips or mouth could be seen.
In view of the letter an immediate attempt was made to pass
a stomach tube. Eventually a nasal tube was successfully intro-
duced into the stomach and the diagnosis was settled by the
strong odour of disinfectant in the stomach washings. Routine
treatment was carried out, and at midnight she regained con-
sciousness and stated that she had drunk half a teacupful of pure
lysol before going up to bed. The absence of charring of the
mouth and any odour of lysol is worthy of note.

Garden Produce for the Wounded
VISCOUNTESS RHONDDA (honorary president), Major-General Sir
ROBERT MCCARRISON (vice-president), and Dr. T. H. SANDERSON-
WELLS (chairman of the Food Education Society), write: " It
is essential that our wounded, who are being nursed in hundreds
of hospitals and convalescent homes in town and country, should
be well supplied with fresh vegetables, salads, and fruit. Such
illnesses as ' trench mouth ' can be prevented, and more rapid
recovery achieved from fractures, wounds, and war neuroses, on
a diet containing these restorative foods, a considerable amount
of which should be served uncooked. We are well aware that
in many districts a great deal is being done. What is needed,
however, is an organized, comprehensive, and regular supply 'of
fresh garden and allotment produce. If those who are now
growing a surplus would assign a proportion to the nearest
hospital or convalescent home this would be invaluable. These
institutions would welcome a free supply of food, which would

-assist them to bring the diet in line with modern scientific know-
ledge.' This appeal is signed also by the presidept of the
National Council of Women and has the support of the National
Allotments Society and the Women's Farm and Garden Asso-
ciation.

Corrigendum
We regret that the references appended to the leading article

" Toxicity of Potassium Salts," in the Journal of July 20, p. 89,
were incorrect. They should have read as follows:

l British Medical Journal, .1939, 2. 917.
2Lancet, 1939. 1. 808.
3Brit. Heart J., 1939, 1, 269.
4 Quart. J. Med., 1939, n.s. 8, 361.
-'J. clin. Invest., 1939. 18, 777.
6 Ibid.. 773.

Presse ined., 1940. 43. 361.
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