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Obituary

PHYLLIS TOOKEY KERRIDGE, PH.D., M.R.C.P.

The early death of one so gifted with ability for research

in medical science and imbued with the spirit of social

service as Dr. Phyllis Kerridge has come as a great blow

to all who knew her, and in particular to those with whom
she worked. Phyllis Kerridge was an outstanding person-

ality at University College, London, where she entered
whole-heartedly into the student life, while at the same

time pursuing a brilliant academic career, which led her
from the laboratories of physical chemistry and physics
to the Department of Physiology. In medical science she
found scope for her independent originality of thought,
and while holding a junior teaching post at the College
she studied medicine.

She had graduated B.Sc.Lond. with honours in 1922, M.Sc.
in 1924, and Ph.D. in 1927. She obtained the M.R.C.S. and

L.R.C.P. in 1933 and the M.R.C.P. in 1937. At the time of

her death she held the post of lecturer in physiology at

University College, and on the outbreak of war had been
seconded to the Emergency Medical Service as assistant
pathologist at St.-Margaret's Emergency Hospital.

For some years Dr. Kerridge held part-time appointments
at the London Hospital and in the Department of Industrial
Physiology at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine, where her interest was aroused in problems of
hearing and speech in deaf children. Aided by her natural
talent for music, she applied her knowledge of physics to

these problems with ouitstanding success. After completing
a laborious investigation among the deaf-and-dumb children in
the L.C.C. schools she devoted herself to the scientific study
of electrical hearing aids. She was a member of the Medical
Committee of the National Institute for the Deaf, and revived
and carried to success the Hearing Aid Clinic at University
College Hospital, which was originally started by the late Mr.
H. M. Wharry. By her endeavours in research, followed by
application of results to individual cases, she made a notable
contribution to knowledge and practical methods for the
amelioration of the sufferings and handicaps of the deaf-and-
dumb, and she did valuable work on the Hearing Aids Com-
mittee which the British Medical Association set up in 1934.

Among her many other activities Dr. Kerridge studied
methods of applying artificial respiration, and materially
helped in the improvement of the Bragg-Paul pulsator. She
served on the Respirators (Poliomyelitis) Committee of the
Medical Research Council, whose report was published early
this year.

Phyllis Kerridge was never a passenger; she had definite
views and co-operated actively in all her undertakings. The
loss to the community of a life so full of achievement and of
promise will be keenly felt.

We regret to record the sudden death of Dr. JFSSIE
BALSILLIE, who only last week completed twenty-five years'
valuable service to the City of Stoke-on-Trent as the maternity
and child welfare officer. Dr. Balsillie, who was in her sixtieth
year, had not been in good health since last November, and
she was away from duties for some time, returning to work
in February. A native of St. Andrews, she took her M.B.,
Ch.B. at St. Andrews University in 1905, and later was in
practice at Burton-on-Trent for six years. During her service
with the Stoke-on-Trent Corporation Dr. Balsillie became
recognized as one of the most able and experienced officers
engaged on work among expectant and nursing mothers and
children. and she had a high reputation among welfare officers
throuLghout the country. She had been associated with the
Etrturia Welfare Centre-under the control of the late Mrs.

Cecil Wedgwood, and with the Thomas Twyford Welfare Cent e

in Hanlev since their inception. Apart from the reputation she

acquired for her professional skill, Dr. Balsillie's pleasing
personality earned for her the respect and affection of a wide

public. The development of the local maternity and child

welfare service owes much to Dr. Balsillie's work. She had

also had much to do with the administration of the Midwives

Act in the city, and latterly had taken an active part in the

work of the Emergency Medical Service.

Dr. EILEEN DILWORTH RYAN died after a short illness at

Scotton, Knaresborough, in her forty-third year. She was

the daughter of the late T. Dilworth, M.D., of Fermoy, Co.

Cork, and wife of Dr. Vincent Ryan, medical superintendent

of Scotton Banks Sanatoriium. After serving as a V.A.D.

in France during the last war she studied medicine at Cork
and obstetrics at the Rotunda, Dublin, and graduated M.B..

B.Ch. of the National University of Ireland in 1925. For

seven years she practised at Dewsbury, where her kindly.

cheery, strong personality made her much beloved by patients

and friends. At the time of her death Mrs. Ryan was not

in practice, but was an active worker for the Harrogate Red

Cross Society and the Hospital Linen League as president of

the local Catholic Mothers' Union. Much sympathy is felt

with her husband and three small sons, now at school in

Ireland.

Dr. GORDON CHRISTOPHER POUNDS died at South Elmsall on

June 23, aged 59. A native of Blackheath, Kent, son of the

late Captain G. C. Pounds of the Merchant Navy, he was

educated at Charterhouse and Charing Cross Hospital. After

qualifying as M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1905, he practised at

Bexleyheath until 1924, and during the last war was medical

officer in charge of an Army camp near Welling. Later he

served for two years as ship surgeon, and then set up in

practice at South Elmsall, an important mining community
in South Yorkshire. He held appointments as medical officer

to several collieries and was devoted to the welfare of the

miners and their families, by whom he was beloved. In May,

1939, he was appointed a medical examiner for the armed

Forces, but ill-health compelled him to relinquish these duties.

During his fatal illness of nearly a year he faced much

suffering with unflinching courage.

Dr. CLARENCE EDWARD WIGAN, who died recently at Rock,

near Wadebridge, at the age of 76, was the youngest surviving

son of George Wigan, M.D., of Portishead, Somer-set. He

studied medicine at Charing Cross Hospital and at Aberdeen,

graduating M.B., C.M.Aberd. in 1891. After two years in

practice at Clevedon, Somerset, he moved to London and,

settling in Chelsea, became honorary physician to St. Luke's

House, Notting Hill Gate. Dr. Wigan joined the British
Medical Association in 1895 and at one time regularly attended
the meetings of the West London Medico-Chirurgical Society.

The following well-known foreign medical men have died:

Dr. JOHN LoVETT MORSE, professor of paediatrics from 1915 to

1921, and since 1921 emeritus professor, at Harvard Medical School,

Boston, past president of the American Pediatric Society and New

England Pediatric Society, founder and past president of the

American Academy of Pediatrics, author of several works on

children's diseases, aged 74, of coronary thrombosis; Dr. WILLIANI
DAVID HAGGARD, ex-president of the American Medical Association

and the American College of Surgeons, aged 67; Dr. B. KENYERES,

emeritus professor of forensic medicine and founder of the

Museum of Comparative Criminology, and Dr. H. HULTI, extra-

ordinary professor of surgery, both of Budapest; Professor

FRANCisco LLOBEr. who uintil recently held the chair of clinical

urology in Buenos Aires; Dr. WILHELM VON SPEYER, for mor-e

than forty years director of the hospital for mental diseases

at Berne and professor of psychiatry at Berne University, aged 86;
Dr. EDOARDO MARAGLIANO, emeritus professor of internal medicine

at Genoa, founder of Archivio italiano- di Clitnica Medica and

co-editor of Tiubercolosi and Archivio di Biologie, aged 90; Pi-o-
fessor GIUSEPPE SANARELLI, fortnerly rector of the University of

Rome, successively professor of hygiene at Sienna, Montevideo,
Bologna, and Rome, author of woiks on the aetiology of yellow

fever. cholera, typhoid, and spirochaetosis, and editor of Rivika
di Malariologia, aged 74.

OBIT'UARY I HEBRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.4148.32 on 6 July 1940. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

