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Pulmonary Carcinoma and Silicosis
SIR,-In an interesting article on anthra-silicosis and

bronchial carcinoma with quiescent tuberculosis in the
Journal of July 1 (p. 8), Dr. J. E. Lovelock quotes Dr.
C. S. Anderson and myself as having said, in a paper pub-
lished in the Journal of Hygiene, March, 1938, that " as
a group of cases of pulmonary carcinoma exists in which
the organs contain an excess of silica and show histo-
logical evidence of silicotic fibrosis, the role of silicosis is
definitely aetiological." What Dr. Anderson and I did
say, after a careful investigation of the evidence, was:
" A group of cases of pulmonary carcinoma exists in which
the organs contain an excess of silica and show histo-
logical evidence of silicotic fibrosis. The conclusion, we
think, is that the role of the silicosis is aetiological." We-
chose our words carefully and were deliberately dogmatic,
but we did not push our dogmatism quite to the length
to which Dr. Lovelock credits us with having gone. I
would repeat the celebrated advice once offered to a
young aspirant towards publication: " Verify your refer--
ences."-I am, etc.,
London, W. 12, June 30. J. HENRY DIBLE.

Bee-sting Anaphylaxis
SIR,-In reply to the letter by " Apiarist " (Journal, June

24, p. 1306), I would say that, although I myself have
not had such a case, insect bites and bee stings are
well known to cause anaphylactic phenomena. Rowe of
California has described such cases, and Goodman in
1932, Artzen in 1933, and Duke in 1927 have all recorded
fatal cases of anaphylaxis due to bee stings. Lincoln in
1936 described a case in the Journal of Allergy which
corresponds very closely to that of " Apiarist." The
patient had seven wasp stings and suffered from severe
urticaria, oedema, nausea, involuntary urination and de-
faecation, and great shock. I should think that bee stings
would act in a similar manner to wasp stings. In the case
of "Apiarist" the difficulty of inspiration was probably
due to an oedema of the laryngeal mucosa similar to that
encountered in angioneurotic oedema, and the fact that his
condition was improved by the injection of adrenaline
points to the probability that- the condition was of an
allergic character. Ellis and Ahrens have reported cases
where they have successfully desensitized patients by
means of extracts made from bees. One would suggest,
however, that once "Apiarist" has been sensitized he
would be well advised not to run the risk of being stung
again.-I am, etc.,

Liverpool, June 25. J. BERNSTIEN.

Importance of Blood Examination
SIR,-Those of us who have had-fortunately or unfor-

tunately-sufficient time to do, as a routine measure, most
of the blood investigations mentioned by Mr. Herbert H.
Brown (Journal, June 17, p. 1257) realize how true and
important are his recommendations. As a very simple
and ready ".aid" they make a " P.U.O." less likely as
an early diagnosis, and certainly help in differentiating
influenza from other febrile conditions. I have had, for
example, several children in a school suffering from
symptoms that were similar, all with high temperatures,
at a time when influenza was prevalent, but with leucocyte
counts that immediately differentiated them, one group
with a leucopenia (3,000 to 5,000 white cells per c.mm.)

and the other with a leucocytosis (13,000 to 20,000 white
cells per c.mm.), so that not only had they to be segre-
gated into two groups but early treatment with prontosil
or M & B 693 was indicated in those with the high
count. What one has found of great help in school work
has been to have a blood picture record of every boy or
girl on admission in normal health. It will show on the
dossier of each individual the polymorph-lymphocyte
ratio, the monocyte-lymphocyte ratio, whether platelets
are abundant or deficient, and especially the eosinophil
content and their normal Von Bonsdorff figure, and
therefore in illness any deviation from this.

I agree with Dr. A. Gardner (June 24, p. 1305), and
after many years find it necessary and satisfactory, as
an amateur, to use two double counting chambers and
two pipettes for each white and red cell count. In the
white cell count I use the measured microscopical field
instead of the ruled part of the slide only. If, in addition,
there is someone around to take down the red and white
cell figures, and one has counters or beans (200) with
a separate bowl for each type of white cell, including
five for the polymorphonuclear count, the time taken is
much curtailed and interestingly and usefully spent.-
I am, etc.,

Battle, Sussex, June 24. H. ANGELL LANE.

Anaesthesia in War Time
SIR,-The correspondence on this subject up to date

tends to give the impression that anaesthesia differs in
war and in peace. It appears to me that the problems
confronting the war-time anaesthetist are precisely the
same as those he encounters daily in civil practice. Certain
factors may be more prominent, such as the frequent
occurrence of psychic and traumatic shock, and the equip-
ment will probably be more limited. The principles of
anaesthesia, however, remain exactly the same, including
those learnt during the last European war, such as the
importance of preliminary anti-shock treatment and the
avoidance of chloroform, ether, and high spinal blocks
in badly shocked patients. No one method of anaesthesia
or analgesia can be standardized, least of all any particular
type of apparatus euphemistically termed a " robot
anaesthetist." The problem of saving the maximum
number of lives can only be solved by an adequate supply
of fully trained anaesthetists. This cannot be done
quickly, but a start has already been made by the institu-
tion of the D.A. diploma and the Nuffield Chair of Anaes-
thesia, both of which have stimulated much interest in
this important specialty.-I am, etc.,
London, N.W.8, July 1. C. LANGTON HEWER.

SIR,-" Love is blind," and Dr. T. B. Jobson (Journal,
July 1, p. 40) so loves his apparatus that he is blind to
the critical point of my letter. This was obviously that
I resent his instrument being put forward as " an excep-
tionally useful apparatus in time of war." I was not
concerned with its merits in any other respect, and Mr.
Jobson's letter shows that though I may be, which I hope
I am not, rude, he at any rate is irrelevant; and I made
no allusion whatever to surgical apparatus.-I am, etc.,

London, W.1, July 1. J. BLOMFIELD.

Dr. H. Beecher Jackson, coroner for Croydon, was elected
president of the Coroners' Society of England and Wales on
June 29, and Dr. W. Bentley Purchase, coroner for North
London, was appointed honorary secretary in succession to
the late Mr. F. Danford Thomas.
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