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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Medical Apparatus in 1816

Dr. I. E. MCCRACKEN (Newcastle-on-Tyne) writes: I cannot
help Dr. Collins (Journal, November 12, p. 1028) in
regard to part (1) of his query, but I can give him
a reference to the term " suspended animation " in
part (2). In the annual reports for the period he
refers to of the Newcastle-on-Tyne Dispensary the term
" suspended animation " is used often, and refers to attempts
made to recover persons who apparently were dead from
drowning. The committee of the dispensary instigated the
development of centres on the banks of the river, where
boatmen and others received instruction in methods of
artificial respiration. I do not recall the mention of any
particular apparatus being used for this purpose.

Condensation Water from Theatre Skylight
Dr. LEONARD P. LOCKHART (Beeston, Notts), in reply to Dr.

E. S. Hemsted (December 3, p. 1188), writes: The following
is a method successfully employed by me for over ten years.
Run a copper gutter at the drip point with a tubular drain
through the woodwork, and don't let painters ever block
up the outflow. This guttering and drain need periodic
cleaning.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
The Problem of the Female Inebriate

Dr. COURTENAY C. WEEKS (33, Bedford Place, W.C.1)
writes: From time to time medical practitioners are
faced with the problem of what to do with female
inebriates whose financial position prevents them from
being sent to the more expensive nursing homes. May
I bring to their notice the excellent shelter home run by
the C.E.T.S. and the Women's Union at Highbury, London,
N.5. I can vouch for the home and for the care with
which the inmates are treated. Full particulars may be
obtained from Miss F. E. Relf, Women's Union, 27, Gordon
Square, London, W.C.l.

Contraindication to Sulphanilamide Therapy
Dr. E. IVIMY PUDDY (King's Lynn) writes: In view of the

statement that "no ill effect has been known to occur to
babies whose mothers are receiving this [sulphanilamide]
therapeutic remedy," made by Dr. V. E. Lloyd in the
October number of the Journal of Clinical Research, may
1 report the following exception. A primipara, aged 23,
was delivered by forceps on April 29; the perineum was
sutured. Puerperal pyrexia followed. On May 5 I pre-

scribed one 7 -graini tablet of prontosil album three times a
day. The infant, which was breast-fed, had had icterus
neonatorum but was steadily improving, and the skin was
only a pale lemon colour. On May 7 the infant had become
an orange colour and the prontosil was stopped forthwith
in view of this sudden worsening of the jaundice. By May
14 the infant had recovered. Since this occurrence I have
regarded icterus neonatorum in a breast-fed infant as a
contraindication to the administration of prontosil to the
mother.

Infections of the Hands and Fingers
Mr. J. L. AYMARD writes: The tribute you paid to the late

distinguished surgeon Sir David Wilkie by publishing his
valuable article upon the above subject in your issue of
December 3 leads me to say that, though we differed on
some minor points, upon the main issue of lymphatic control
we were thoroughly agreed. Only one point, which must
be of great interest to those who have read and studied the
reference to upper arm control by an elastic band and the
figure reproduced on page 1127, I will supplement by quoting
from a letter he wrote to me on July 23. " It may very well
prove that elastoplast is equally good or better than an
elastic bandage to produce mild venous and lymph stasis
in a limb. However carried out there can be no question
of its value in acute infections." My attempt to expose
Bier's congestion as a myth handed down will be found
in a book, The Foment Danger, Wouind Infection and its
Treatmient by Lymphatic Control atid Elastoplast, just pub-
lished by Messrs. Cornish Bros., New Street, Birmingham.

Thimble for the Surgeon
Dr. F. ALLEN (Nagpur, India) writes: In the Journal of Octo-

ber 15 (p. 789) there appears a note by Dr. T. E. Coulson
on the use of a thimble. I should like to point out that
I was taught this method years ago by Sir William de
Courcy Wheeler, and I believe it is mentioned in his book
on operative surgery.

Infra-red Rays
"G.P." writes: Perhaps more attention should be paid to the

treatment of neuritis and neuralgic pains by infra-red rays.
I have had neuritis of the arm for two years or more, and
sometimes the pain has been very acute and has lasted for
hours. Treatment by drugs, such as salicylates, quinine,
arsenic, and iron, proved quite valueless. I set up an infra-
red lamp and started treatment five days ago. The pain has
entirely gone, though it is too early to say it will not recur.
I might point out that it is not necessary to undress to
apply the rays; the removal of thick clothing, such as the
coat, is all that is required.

Medical Postage Stamps
The eagerly awaited Curie stamp has reached us from France,

horizontal in shape, blue-grey in colour, 1 franc 75 centimes
plus 50 centimes in value, and bearing the legends " Pierre
et Marie Curie 'ddcouvrent le radium Nov. 1898" and
" Union Internationale contre le Cancer." Though the ex-
pressions are pleasing enough, the design is overcrowded
and unbalanced. A similar stamp has also been released
by each of the twenty-one French colonies, lighter in colour
and with a slightly different inscription. Soviet Russia has
recently issued a set of seven child welfare stamps, all of
which are horizontals except the 15 copecks (upright). On
the 10 deep green a young mother watches her baby being
weighed at a maternity station. The 15 blue-green depicts
children receiving a history lesson around Lenin's statue in
Leningrad. On the 20 violet-brown and the 40 light
brown children are seen looking through microscopes. The
30 red-brown figures boys at a Crimean pioneer youth
camp, and on the 50 deep blue and the 80 light green
children are portrayed playing with mechanical toys built
by themselves. While the designs are interesting and even
striking, artistically they cannot compare with some of the
previous issues.

Corrigendum
In a summary of a paper which Dr. Francis Braid read at the

annual meeting of the British Orthopaedic Association
(Journzal, December 10, p. 1222) "secondary to cirrhosis of
the liver (present in both patients)" should have read thus-:
" dysfunction of the liver, evidence of which was present
in one of the patients."
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