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cover private use. For example, one-third of £150 rent
would usually be less than the private part of such a house
would cost to rent. But in the circumstances mentioned
a one-third allowance seems clearly inadequate, and we
advise our correspondent to claim one-half, and carry his
point to personal appeal to the local or Special Com-
missioners if necessary. Judging from the inspector's letter
he seems to have overlooked two material points: first,
that the ground floor is in terms of rent worth more than
the others, and, second, that the garage is almost entirely
"professional."

The Cashi Basis
"WV. H." has hitherto been assessed on the cash basis, but

" a new inspector " says this method is wrong, and is asking
for information as to the amount of debts outstanding at
April, 1937 and 1938, and for an estimate of bad debts so
as to recalculate the profits on the earnings basis. Is this
usual?

*a* It has to be admitted that in strict law the " book-
ings" basis is correct; the cash basis is obviously more
convenient, and for that reason is accepted by the Revenue
authorities where the circumstances do not make it unfair.
For example, it would not work equitably in the case of an
increasing practice or in the early years of a new one,
because the whole of the cxpenses are being charged but
some of the earnings therefrom are not being credited. If the
gross bookings of our correspondent's practice are steady
we think the inspector should-and will on reconsideration
-withdraw his request for the specified particulars, which
he evidently proposes to use to adjust the "cash" figures
to a " bookings " basis.

Motor Car Expenses
"C. M. O." holds some appointments which necessitate a
good deal of travelling. He has kept accurate records for
some years and finds that they are "fairly uniform." He
has therefore suggested to the inspector of taxes that he need
not continue to keep the records for the future, but he
declines to agree.

*** It is probably difficult for the inspector to agree,
seeing that such records are officially desirable, and it may
be that if "'C. M. O." discontinued the records and next
year made a definite statement that he was sure that his
official mileage was not less than in the previous year, the
inspector might then accept the statement. But unless the
records are really troublesome we should advise our corre-
spondent to go on with them.

Increase in Partnership Share
"S. D." bought a one-third share in a partnership in January,

1935, and increased it to a half share in April, 1937. The
firm's accounts are made up to December 34. He has
paid both instalments of tax for 1937-8 on tWe one-third
basis but is now told that he will have to make an additional
payment to bring the tax up to one-half basis. Is that
correct?

* Yes. The " previous year basis " applies to the calcu-
lation of the firm's profits, so that if Lx was the amount
of the firm's earnings for the year to December 31, 1936,
then Lx is taken as the firm's income, for income tax assess-
ment purposes, for the year to April, 1938. That assessment
has to be divided between the partners in the ratio in which
the profits are shared for the year of assessment, and there-
fore " S. D." will have to account for tax on half the assess-
mnent. (" S. D." refers to payment on the receipts of 1937,
but there seems no reason why the 1936 basis of calcula-
tion of the firm's assessment should be set aside for the
1937 profits.)

Deduction for Assistant's Hotise
"M. H." has an assistant who lives at the branch surgery and

pays 30s. a week rent. The house and surgery were origin-
ally semi-detached houses and were bought and adapted
by " M. H." What should he deduct as an expense in this
connexion?

* He has two alternatives: (a) to exclude the 30s. rent
from his professional receipts and to deduct only the
expenses relating to the surgery, or (b) to include the rent
and deduct the expenses incurred on the whole premises.
The latter is frequently more convenient. The expenses
deductible cannot be based on the capital cost of the
premises or on what they previously produced in rent, but

on the facts as they exist now. They would include rates,
repairs, and the amount of the net Schedule A assessment
on the property.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

Stolen Instruments
"M.D., F.C.O.G." writes: It is with some alarm that I hear

of widespread thefts of surgical instruments from doctors'
and consultants' cars, and quite recently 1 had a complete
set of gynaecological instruments stolen from my car. If
these stolen instruments had no market they would
obviously be dumped somewhere by the thieves and in
many cases would be recovered by the police, but in several
cases I know of neither the thieves nor the instruments have
been discovered. It seems not impossible that widespread
dealing may be going on in stolen surgical instruments.

John Shaw Billings
Dr. MAZYCK P. RAVENEL writes from the University of

Missouri: In your issue of August 27, 1938, p. 458, youL
give a review of the April number of the Bulletin of the
Joh/ms Hopkinis Hospital which contains a series of papers
on John Shaw Billings. The statement that he volunteered
for medical service with the Confederate Army is not
correct. He was attached to the Army of the Potomac
under General Hooker. Dr. Billings was a Northerner,
and had no sympathy with Secession so far as the evidence
goes, though he was very friendly to many Southerners
after the war was over.

A Collection of Journals
Dr. CLAUD F. DRUITT (Springfield, The Avenue, Walton-by-

Clevedon) has a complete collection of the Britishl Medical
Journal for the past thirty years, which he thinks might
form the nucleus for a newly started medical library, and is
willing to present them to anyone interested if packing and
transit expenses were found. The volumes are carefully sewn
together, with the indexes at the beginning of each, the
whole being finished with a brown-paper cover and date
label. Dr. Druitt has' the volumes arranged on open
shelving, which is built in sections and could easily be
removed with the volumes. A photograph of the volumes
on the shelving can be seen on application to the Librarian
of the British Medical Association. Dr. Druitt also has a
complete collection of the Practitionzer since 1918. These are
unbound, but arranged in order, and would be sent on the
same terms to any medical library, or will be disposed of
privately if desired.

Percaine Handbook
Percaine was first introduced by Ciba Limited (48, Southwark

Street, S.E.1) in 1929; since that time some 2,000 papers
have been published recording the results of clinical and
pharmacological investigations of its properties. The
Percaine Handbook is a review based on eighty-nine of
these articles, to which detailed references are given. A
brief account of the chemical, physical, and pharmaco-
logical characters of percaine is followed by a compre-
hensive survey of its clinical applications. Of particular
interest is a detailed comparison of the techniques of spinal
anaesthesia elaborated by Howard Jones, Etherington
Wilson, Sebrechts, and other workers. The booklet will be
sent on request to any medical practitioner.

Disclaimer
Mr. IVOR LEWIS writes: My attention has been drawn to

sensational and inaccurate reports in the lay press of an
operation recently performed at the North Middlesex Hos-
pital. I need hardly say that these appeared without my
consent or knowledge. The survival of a patient after a
Trendelenburg operation for pulmonary embolism doubt-
less has the makings of a " good story," but one feels that
the newshawks might at least allow it to be dealt with in
the professional press in the first place!

Correction
In Fig. 5 illustrating Mr. Lake's article on "Infections of the
Hand and Fingers" in the Journal of October 1, p. 717, there
was a mistake in the legend. After (f) should have appeared
" flexor longus pollicis " and not " extensor longus pollicis."
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