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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL NOTES *
Acute Poliomyelitis

In England and Wales 73 cases of acute poliomyelitis were
notified during the week under review, the same as in the
previous week, while for London the figure of 6 showed an
increase of one over last week. Notifications of two or more
cases were received from: Braintree and Bocking (urban) 2,
Church 2, East Elloe 2, Ipswich 2, Kenilworth 2, Lewisham
2, Middlesbrough 3, Reading 3, Rochdale 2, Shrewsbury 2,
Swansea 2. The occurrence of 3 cases (of which one patient
has died) at Middlesbrough, where no cases have hitherto
been notified in the present year, indicates a further extension
of acute poliomyelitis in the North. At the time of going
to press 2 further cases have been reported in this town.
Notifications in Scotland dropped from 14 to 13 during the
week under review, the chief centres being: Edinburgh 4 (3),
Ayr 2 (0), Glasgow 2 (3). During the week ended August 27,
319 cases were notified in Germany, compared with 165 cases
in the previous week; the districts chiefly affected were:
Baden 17, Bavaria 18, Cologne 89, Frankfort 13, Saxony 19,
Wiesbaden 13, Wurtemburg 55. During the same week 34
cases were notified in Austria, of which 11 were in Vienna.
During the week ended September 3 notifications in Holland
rose from 54 to 67, of which 37 were in the province of
South Holland (30 in the previous week). Of the 37 cases,
7 occurred in the commune of Alphen, and 6 each in
Rotterdam and The Hague. In Sweden during the first fort-
night of August notificatioits rose from 36 to 101 (including
11 non-paralytic cases); the districts chiefly affected were:
province of Jamtlands 49, Kristianstads Province 16.

Typhoid Fever

Of the 36 cases of typhoid fever notified in England and
Wales durig the wek, in only four centres was-more than
one case notified-London 2, Barking 2, Farnworth 2, South-
ampton 2; the London cases were reported from Paddington
and Hampstead (in the latter case the disease was contracted
in the South of France).

Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever

There was a slight increase in the notifications of diph-
theria in England and Wales and in London during the week
under review-1,184 (1,130) and 146 (127) respectively. The
chief centres in which increases were noted are: Gateshead
14 (5), Easington 18 (8), Leyton 10 (4), Walthamstow (Essex)
6 (0), Bristol 12 (7), Bolton 12 (6), Liverpool 58 (52), Leicester
15 (5), Lambeth 13 (7), Lewisham 18 (7), St. Pancras 10 (3),
Norwich 11 (3), Esher 5 (0), Coventry 10 (3), Leeds 1-3 (5),
Sheffield 29 (14), Swansea 5 (2). Deaths from diphtheria fell
in the 126 Great Towns from 19 to 18 during the week under
review, and in London from 7 to 4. A considerable rise was
noted in the incidence of scarlet fever in England and Wales
during the week, the numbers notified being 1,625, compared
with 1,391 in the previous week; in London a corresponding
increase was recorded-121 (97). The chief increases were
in: Slough 5 (0), Stockport 16 (8), Gateshead 6 (2), Ilford
9 (2), Gillingham (Kent) 6 (0), Liverpool 47 (28), Bolton 6 (0),
Battersea 6 (1), Bethnal Green 5 (0), Hampstead 5 (0),
lslington 11(7), Ealing 7 (3), Tynemouth 7 (0), Croydon 6 (2),
Birmingham 40 (32), Kingston-upon-Hull 20 (10), Leeds 32 (18),
City of York 8 (4). There were 7 (1) deaths in the 126
Great Towns during the week-2 in London and 1 each in
Eastbourne, Portsmouth, Barrow-in-Furness, Nottingham, and
Stoke-on-Trent.

Measles and Whooping-cough
Five deaths from measles were recorded in the 126 Great

Towns of England and Wales during the week-2 in Leeds
and 1 each in Bradford, Kingston-upon-Hull, Birmingham.

* Except where otherwise mentioned, figures in parentheses refer
to the week preceding the-~one under- review. ---

The average daily admissions to the L.C.C. fever hospitals
were 2 (3).; In the metropolitan boroughs in which measles
is notifiable the numbers rose in tive-Bermondsey 4 (0),
Fulham 3 (0), Hampstead 3 (0), St. Pancras 6 (2), and Stepney
2 (1-and were nil in Battersea and Greenwich. In Scotland
notifications rose from 21 to 37 during the week under
review. Increases were noted in: Glasgow 12 (1), Dundee
6 (1), Edinburgh 4 (0), Dunfermline 3 (1}. In the 126 Great
Towns of England and Wales 8 (6) deaths from whooping-
cough were recorded: 1 each in London, Kingston-upon-Hull,
Liverpool, Salford, Stockton-on-Tees, Warrington, Gloucester,
and Poole. In Scotland 232 (171) cases of whooping-cough
were notified, of which 196 (141) occurred in Glasgow and
23 (15) in Paisley, and 3 deaths-2 (2) in Glasgow and 1 (0)
in Paisley.

Cholera

During the week ended September 10 the number of cases
of cholera in Shanghai fell from 421 to 245 (120 deaths), and
in Hong Kong from 19 to 12 (10 deaths). In British India
the incidence of cholera declined in the Central Provinces
during the week-5,486 cases and 2,361 deaths, compared with
8,884 cases and 3,566 deaths in the previous week; there
were 452 cases and 213 deaths in Bombay (Presidency), 219
cases and 77 deaths in Madras (Presidency), 215 cases and
100 deaths in the United Provinces, 32 cases and 19 deaths in
the North-West Frontier Province.

Births and Deaths for the Second Quarter

The Registrar-General's return of births, deaths, and
marriages in the thirteen weeks ended July 2 records that
164,257 live births were registered in the second quarter
of this year, which is 480 more than the number registered
in the second quarter of 1937 and corresponds to an annual
rate of 16.1 per thousand of the estimated mid-vear popula-
tion for 1937. The number now reported is more than 6,000
above the average figure (157,901') for the second quarter
during the preceding five years. Of the total, 7,256 were
illegitimate. Male births numbered 84,166 and female births
80,091, giving a proportion of 1,051 males to 1,000 females.
The stillbirths registered during the quarter were 6,632-13
more than the number recorded in the second quarter of last
year and corresponding to an annual rate of 3.9 per cent.
of the total births registered.

Deaths (excluding- stillbirths) numbered 119,177, and were
18,749 fewer than in the preceding quarter, but 652 more than
in the corresponding quarter of 1937. The total deaths corre-
spond to an annual rate of 11.7 per 1,000 of the population.
The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal
to 48 per thousand registered live births, being 9 per 1,000
below the average of- the- ten- preceding second quarters.
The highest death rates from certain epidemic diseases in

the 126 Great Towns (Table V) during the quarter were as
follows:
From measles 0.57 in Barnsley, 0.53 in West Hartlepool,

0.41 in Bury, 0.28 in Gateshead, 0.26 in Kingston-upon-Hull,
and 0.24 in Gillingham; from whooping-cough 0.29 in
Keighley, 0.23 in Great Yarmouth, 0.16 in Birmingham, and
0.14 in Gateshead and in Salford; from diphtheria 0.63 in
South Shields, 0.52 in Newcastle-under-Lyme, 0.38 in Great
Yarmouth, 0.37 in Keighley, and 0.35 in Wigan; from
influienza 0.75 in West Bromwich, 0.60 in Dudley, 0.57 in
Hastings, 0.39 in Lincoln, and 0.38 in Walsall.
The highest death rates per 1,000 live births from

diarrhoea arid enteritis among children under two years of
age were 18.7 in Brighton, 16.7 in Sunderland, 13.7 in Birken-
head, 13.6 in Enfield, 13.3 in Newport (Mon), and 13.0 in
Northampton.

CORRIGENDUM

In the issue of July 2 the figures given for cholera at
Shanghai and Hong Kong during the week ended June 18
were repeated erroneously under the heading "Plague";
there- were no cases of plague in these towns during the
week in question.
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