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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Cleaning Slides for Blood Films

"J. S. M." would be grateful for a really efficient method of
cleaning slides for blood films, to prevent the mosaic
appearance consequent on grease.

A Strict Vegetarian Diet
"W. H. -S." writes: The great interest of the note by Sir

Leonard Hill in your issue of August 20 (p. 417) prompts
me to inquire on the following points. (a) Do the boy's
parents also subsist on the diet enumerated? (b) Does the
family live an entirely sylvan existence, or does bread-
winning in a town or city play a part in, say, the father's
life? Havinig regard to the experience in the late war
when a meat dietary is said to have assisted in resisting the
ill effects of the noise, etc., of bombardment, it is interesting
to speculate how the diet enumerated in the article would
enable an individual to support a working life in a large
city.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Adrenaline for Wasp Sting

Dr. F. 0. TAYLOR (Coldingham) writes: A young woman came
to consult me on August 18; she was almost unrecog-
nizable-flushed, swollen about the face, and very embar-
rassed, although she pluckily kept control. A wasp had
stung her on the second finger of the right hand about
three-quarters of an hour before, while she was picking up
some goods in a baker's shop. The pulse was rapid and
thready, and headache was rapidly becoming severe. I
gave her j c.cm. of 1 in 1,000 adrenaline chloride
(P. D. and Co.), and made a little further examination. The
' stung " finger was twice the normal size, the neighbouring
first finger was almost as big, and a red swollen ring was
spreading over the back and palm of the hand. Normal
sensation had almost left the worst part, but the patient
said that she had a peculiar sensation of burning and
swelling all over. There were groups of acute circular
weals on the arm, and probably here and there all over
the body. Vision was only slightly affected, though the
eyes were bloodshot, and I imagine that sight would have
been disturbed if the treatment had not taken almost
immediate effect. She improved so rapidly that I thought
all her troubles would soon be over: the weals were almost
flat, and the "swelling" sensation was passing off. I
allowed her to go home, and apart from a diffuse rash or
blush with more itching, which was soothed by bathing
in a cool bath made up with a lotion, the general svmptoms
had entirely disappeared the next morning. The sting was
obvioulsly very much more poisonous locally than usual;

there was a patch about four inches round it, which
reminded me more of the results of the attack of a
"cleg " (horsefly).

Abortion and the Law
Dr. A. J. BROCK (North Queensferry), in the course of a

letter on this subject, writes: Surely it is up to the medical
profession to consider the wider sociological bearings of
this problem. Obviously the law is now going to make it
easier for doctors to practise abortion; they may do it if
they consider that the prospective mother's health would
otherwise be seriously jeopardized, and this clearly will
afford our profession a much wider field for the operation,
and will relieve them (as well as their clients) of many
immediat-e anxieties. An urgent social symptom is thus
relieved and tension temporarily relaxed. May I now suggest
the wider sociological implications? History surely shows
that the increasing practice of abortion and birth prevention
has always accompanied disintegration of society. Indeed,
infanticide itself is another almost inevitable aspect of the
same process. I think it is time that the medical profession
should wake up to the broad issues at stake.

Medical Aid in Spain
The honorary secretary of the Spanish Medical Aid Com-

mittee writes: Recent reports from Spain tell us of the
magnificent way in which a modern hospital system is being
evolved out of the emergency and improvised medical
services of the earlier war days. We are very proud of
England's share in this, for the Spanish people acknowledge
with deepest gratitude and appreciation our nurses and
doctors, our instruments and equipment, our ambulances
and supplies. Unfortunately, we can never send enough.
The need grows with each air raid, with every offensive.
An x-ray apparatus is very badly needed for the blood
transfusion service in Barcelona. They have now 14,000
donors on their lists, and all day and every day they have
at least 200 contributing blood. These donors give their
blood once a month. But by reason of malnutrition a large
number of people in Barcelona and Eastern Spain are tuber-
culous. It is essential to make sure that blood is not taken
from these people. In order to avoid this an x-ray apparatus
for screening chests is an immediate necessity. This will
cost £320, and we cannot supply it as we have not the
money. May we appeal for contributions? It would be a
splendid gesture if this x-ray apparatus could go out from
the medical profession here to assist their colleagues in
Spain. Cheques should be sent to the Treasurers, Spanish
Medical Aid Committee, 24, New Oxford Street, W.C.I.

New Treatment for Coryza
At the East Sussex Quarter Sessions this week counsel for the

prosecution is reported to have said that people " should
realize that it was as easy to get rid of blackmail as of a
cold in the head. They had only to go to the police."

Medical Golf
The ninth autumn meeting of the Sussex Medical and Dental

Golfing Society will be held on the Brighton and Hove Golf
Club's links on Sunday, September 18. ln the morning
singles against bogey will be played for the captain's prize,
and in the afternoon there will be two-ball foursomes
against bogey. Full details may be obtained from Mr.
Harold Downer, 40, Wilbury Road, Hove, 3.

Vaccine with Sulphanilamide for Gonorrhoea
Mr. A. J. COKKINIs and Dr. G. L. M. McELLIGOTT write:
We note that our article on. "Sulphanilamide in Gonor-
rhoea," published in the Lancet on August 13, hias been
quoted in a circular emanating from the medical propaganda
section of a firm of manufacturing chemists, referring to
the combined use of vaccine with sulphanilamide. We wish
to point out that all stock' vaccines used in our clinic are
prepared in the Inoculation Department of St. Mary's
Hospital.

Corrigendum
In the brief medico-legal report headed "A Nurse is a
Workman" in our issue of August 20 (p. 429) it was
stated that a nurse was injured by the explosion of a tin
of antiphlogistine. We are asked by the manufacturers of
antiphlogistine to state that their preparation contains
nothing of an explosive or dangerous nature, and that it
is impossible for it to explode if used according to the
directions.
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