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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Mammary Cancer and the Menopause

Dr. R. ANDERSON (Birmingham) writes: For a long time I have
been under the impression that women who suffer much
from the flushings of the menopause are not so prone to
breast cancer as those who don't. Yesterday I saw a woman
who is suffering from a secondary growth after excision
of the breast three years ago. She told me that she had
had very few flushings, and that her mother, who died of
breast cancer, also had very few. Judging by the treatment
now advised for post-menopausal symptoms I suppose it
is taken as proved that these are due to a diminution or
lack of oestrone in the system. It would be interesting
to know whether those women who do not suffer to any
extent from flushings have an excess of oestrone. Dr. W. E.
Gye (Journal, March 12, p. 551) states that oestrone injected
into mice causes tumour formation not at the site of injec-
tion but in the mamma. Oestrone is evidently one of the
factors concerned in the production of breast cancer, and
I think, therefore, that a great deal of caution should be
used in giving it. I would like to know whether any other
reader has formed the same impression about the incidence
of breast cancer.

Hormone Therapy of Prostatic Hypertrophy
"VRACH " (Cornwall) would like advice from any reader who

has had personal experience of the treatment of prostatic
hypertrophy with injections of testicular hormones. What
dosage should be administered and at what intervals?

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

"Q" Fever in Queensland
The annual report for 1936-7 of the Health and Medical

Services of the State of Queensland shows vital statistics
which compare favourably with those of the other States of
the Com-nmonwealth. The crude birth rate was 19.7 and the
death rate 8.78; the infant mortality rate was 36.20 per
thousand. The respective figures for the Commonwealth of
Australia as a whole were 17.13, 9.43, and 41.16. The
report states that work on the unclassified fevers of the
coastal districts of South Queensland proceeded steadily
throughout the year, with special concentration upon the
problems involved in two fever types, Q" fever and seven-
day fever. The latter is due to a leptospira of mild
virulence. All the cases of "Q" fever occurred in men.
Fifteen were employed in an abattoir, some were farmers

or farm workers, one was a braceman employed on new
sewerage construction, and one was a laboratory technician
engaged in the actual study of the fever itself. The report
describes at some length the clinical features of the disease
and the results of laboratory investigation. The problem of
leptospirosis was studied by the mobile unit attached to
the Laboratory of Pathology and Microbiology, and it
appears to be established that a mild leptospirosis is a not
uncommon cause of illness in South Queensland, previously
diagnosed as "coastal fever," influenza, or dengue. An
appendix to the report is devoted to the hookworm
campaign.

Parturition with Albuminuria and Raised Blood Pressure
Dr. C. DYSANT (Bromley, Kent) writes: The following case
may perhaps be of interest. A multigravida aged 40, five
previous confinements, began labour at 12 noon and was
delivered at 1.30 p.m., one and a half hours later, of a
15 lb. male baby. She had been confined to bed for three
weeks with albuminuria and blood pressure up to
174 mm. Hg systolic, 110 diastolic. The albuminuria
cleared up, but the blood pressure varied, and was 170
mm. Hg systolic, 90 diastolic before confinement. There
was no shock, and both mother and child are doing well.

Epsom College
Major W. L. GIFFARD, O.B.E., Secretary of the Royal Medical
Foundation of Epsom College, writes: At the annual general
meeting of the Governors of Epsom College held last
month, after reference had been made to thr kindness of
the Editor of the British Medical Journial in publishing
articles and notices about the Royal Medical Foundation
and its aims, a resolution, as under, was unanimously
passed by the meeting: " That the Annual General Meeting
desires to place on record its appreciation of the kindness
of the Editor of the British Medical Journal for his readi-
ness at all times to publish notices regarding Epsom College
and its Royal Medical Foundation."

Artificial Respiration Apparatus
Dr. D. EDGE (Medical Superintendent, Ladywell Sanatorium
and Isolation Hospital) writes: In view of the demand for
the artificial respiration apparatus miscalled "iron lung,"
may I be permitted to point out that there is one available
at Ladywell Sanatorium and Isolation Hospital, Eccles New
Road, Salford 5, Lancs.

*** An authoritative letter on the Bragg-Paul pulsator bv
Sir William Bragg appears this week at page 254.

Sterilization of Syringes
Dr. A. E. FINCKH (Sydney, N.S.W.) writes: I have been in

practice as a clinical pathologist for over thirty years, during
which time I have made thousands of venupunctures.
Needles and syringes have always been subjected to boiling,
being placed in cold water and brought to the boil. Not
once have I experienced a mishap.

Medical Golf
Dr. A. Keith Forbes and Dr. A. J. Buchan each won two

of the five events held by the Scottish Medical Golfing
Society at its meeting on Prince's course (Sandwich) last
week-end. Keith Forbes (16) won the bogey competition
with a return of one up and the Silver Haggis (Eclectic)
64 net, while Buchan (7) took the stroke competition with
76 net and the Captain's Prize with 72 net. The four-ball
event against bogey went to Drs. G. Gilchrist (6) and
Norman Fleming (14) with a return of 9 up.

Corrigenda
A printing error which it is important to correct occurred in

Dr. F. G. Hodson's article on " Measles" in the Jouirnal of
July 23 (p. 174). Owing to a misplaced line the inscription
under Table V was without meaning. It should read:
"100 per cent. infected; 0 per cent. escaped; no complica-
tions; 22 protected cases all had attenuated attacks."

Our recent notice of The Diet for Expectant and Nursing
Mothers, published by the Food Education Society,
erroneously named Miss J. Halford as the author. This
little book is the work of the Society, and Miss Halford
contributed a foreword.
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