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Income Tax
Obsolescenice of Car

"TAXPAYER " used two cars for professional purposes in 1936.
He sold one of them in September, 1936, for £80,- and
claimed £ 11 obsolescence allowance. The amount of the
claim was agreed but the claim refused as the car had not
been replaced. He carried on with one car until December,
1937, when a new car was bought and the claim to the £11
allowance again made, but this time as an expense of 1937.
That claim has also been refused. because the replacement
took place in a different year.

*** We consider that the all6wance is due against the
earnings of 1937. The question is dealt with in Rule 7
applying to Cases I and 11, Schedule D, which provides for
allowance of so much of the expenses incurred in any
year-in replacing any plant-as is equivalent to the cost
of the plant replaced" after deducting the aggregate depre-
ciation allowances and the amount received on sale. It
seems clear that in 1937 "Taxpaver" did incur such
expenses and that he is entitled to the allowance. The Act
does not require the replacement to be immediate, and it
seems absurd to suggest that if a car had been sold in
January and replaced in December the allowance would be
given, but not if sold in December and replaced in January.
We are not aware of the decision of the Special Com-
missioners which was referred to, and think there must be
some misunderstanding as to its application. Failing admis-
sion of the claim by the local inspector, " Taxpayer might
put the facts before the Chief Inspector of Taxes.

Capital PayvmenZt by lnistalnents
"G." is in partnership but is about to leave to take up a

hospital appointment; his partner has undertaken to repay
the premium he paid on entering the partnership six years
ago. Will it affect the income-tax liability of either of them
(a) if it is paid in a lump sum at the termination of the
partnership, or (b) in equal amounts paid over five or ten
years?

*** In neither case will it affect income-tax liability. It
is clear that what is being paid by one to the other is a
definite capital sum and no accouLnt of the payments can be
taken for income-tax purposes.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Flesh-coloured Unna's Paste

Dr. H. F. PARKER (GuLildford) writes: I often treat burns,
scalds, eczema, and other skin conditions with Unna's
gelatine paste, the dead-white colour of which makes it
unsuitable for use on the face, neck, and other exposed
parts for obvious reasons. This objection can be largely
overcome by adding cochineal to the melted paste, after
which, and on cooling, it can be again cut into cubes. The
result is a very fair appwximation to the colour of the
natural skin. A slightly better result might be obtained by
using Unna's paste made in the first instance with the pink
carbonate of zinc (calamine) instead of the oxide.

Conditions of Nursing Service
Dr. T. FRANCIS JARMAN (Bridgend) writes: It was with some

surprise that I read in the newspapers the report of a
speech made by Sir Henry Gauvain to the nurses at the
Treloar Cripples Home at Alton. It is all very well for
Sir Henry to advise nurses when seeking fresh employment
".not to ask what you can get, but what you can give.
Give, don't grab, and then you will get." But he ought.
surely, to be aware that an argument of that sort cuts both
ways. Let his advice be given to the hospital authorities,
too! Perhaps, if they carry it out in relation to their
nursing staff they may be rewarded by a healthier, happier
staff, the better able to give efficient and enthusiastic
service. It seems to me that his advice is directed to the
wrong quarter. In this competitive day and age nurses,
along with other sections of the community, have learnt
that the very structure of that community-of which they
are an integral part-puts a premium on the principle of
"Grab, don't give," that the degree to which this principle
can be carried out in practice has become, in fact, the
criterion of success in the circles of big business and
finance. Why expect, then, that the further sacrifice neces-
sary to set an example in ethical social behaviour should
come from that section of the community already so
engaged? And in any case, let Sir Henry Gauvain and all
those members of the medical profession who view unsym-

pathetically the fight of the nurses for better conditionsremember this: that all over the country there is a shortageof nurses, and Sir Henry's attitude in no wise contributesto the solution fthis very acute problem.

Elementary Ambulance Ins.ruclion
Dr. A. C. DAWES (Smethwick) writes in reply to " First Aid"(Jouirnzal, May 28, p. 1192): It is certainly unnecessaryelaboration to teach the Latin names of bones, except in

the case of those for which there are no satisfactory Englishequivalents, and to teach a class the special details of Pott s
and Colles's fractures appears to me absurd. I am surethe right thing to do is to spend more time inculcating the
basic principles, and teaching a simple, straightforward
treatment of typical emergencies, after the manner adoptedin the St. John Ambulance Association Handbook, whichseems to contain little that is superfluous and omits nothingof essential importance. Much damage and shock may be
produced by the inexperienced handling of fractures, but
surely i First Aid " is illogical when he decries the efforts
of his pupils. If persons trained in first aid were not avail-
able, the still more inexperienced handling that accident
cases would receive from well-meaning but ignorant lay-men would result in far greater damage and shock. Think
only of the freedom with which the lay individual dispenses
brandy! If "First Aid" is really as disappointed in his
pupils as his words imply, I can only think that he fails, as the
Americans would say, to " put his subject across." From aconstructive point of view I certainly think the home nursinglectures might be much simplified with advantage. In first
aid, stress should be laid on principles, on dexterity, gentle-
ness, and that degree of slowness in practical work which is
needed to achieve real efficiency. T'he craze foc speed and
timing in competition work is a serious danger. Extensionfor fractures of the leg might well be omitted from teach-ing; but since fractures are so common we can scarcelydevote too much time to teaching the correct way of dealingwiin thenm.

Medical Golf
The summer meeting of the Medical Golfing Society (thefortieth anniversary meeting) was held at Sunningdale onJune 23. The weather was fine and some fifty, members foundboth courses in good order. The results of the competi-tions -were as follows: Lancet Cup (scratch), A. H. Knowles,2 up. Henry Morris Cup (handicap), D. Craig (4) after atie with H. L. Rayner (7) at 1 down. Last 9, H. Glvn-Hughes (5) after a tie with D. H. Anthony. Class 2, FirstPrize, W. H. McK. McCullagh after a tie with F. McG.Loughnane at 1 down. Best last 9, C. Housden. Four-somes (Stapleford scoring), First, Michael Smvth and A. H.Knowles, 36 10/16. Second, A. Galletly and D. Craig,35 15/16. Third, W. F. Christie and Hamilton Bailey35 2/16.

The Bernhard Baron Laboratories
We have received from The Builder newspaper (4, CatherineStreet, W.C.2) an attractive pamphlet reproducing a fulldescriptibn of the Bernhard Baron Research Laboratories,designed for the Royal College of Surgeons of Englandby Messrs. Lanchester and Lodge. An accouint ot theopening ceremony, with brief description of the newlaboratories on the sixth, fifth, and fourth floors of theCollege, appeared in our issue of December 11. 1937 (p.1187).

Hereditary Bone Tumours
An article on hereditary bone tumours in mice, by Mr. F. C.Pybus and Dr. E. W. Miller, appeared in the British, MedicalJoutrnal of June 18 (p. 1300). A full description, by thesame authors, of the formation of the strain of mice willbe found in the May issue of the Am1ericani Joiurtial ofCacer (33, 98).

Disclaimer
Dr. Wm. H. SHEPLEY wishes to disclaim all responsibility forthe sensationalized versions of the case reported in the BritishtMedical Jouirnial last week by him, which have appeared inthe popular press. These highly coloured accounts wereabstracted from this Journ-¢al without any reference to himwhatsoever.

Corrigendum
Owing to a printer's error the first line of the paragraph onthe Harveian Society's banquet in the Jouirnlal of June 25(p. 1387) was confused with the first line of the followingparagraph on the Edinburgh Chair of Medicine. The lineshould read: "The annual Buckston Browne Banquet of the

Harveian . . . ...
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