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shown in his 1936-7 return to the dividends, etc., of himself
and his wife shown in the 1937-8 return. Is that correct?

*** Yes. The basis on which surtax is chargeable is
laid down in Section 38 of the Finance Act, 1927, and in
effect is the income of the actual year of assessment. The
assessment referred to by -"Super" is for the financial year
1936-7, and as the ordina-ry income tax is assessed on the
basis of the previous year's earnings the amount he entered
in his income tax declaration for 1937-8 would be the
statutory income of the year 1936-7. The personal allow-
ance, whether for a single or a married man, applies only
to " standard-rate" tax and not to surtax.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

Need for an X-Ray Museum
Dr. J. H. DOUGLAS WEBSTER (London, W.1) writes: Though

radiology in Britain has not been developed to the same
extent as in Germany and the United States-for a number
of reasons which it is unnecessary to detail here-it is very
far from being in a state of inertia, as Mr. A. P. Bertwistle
says (Journal, November 20, p. 1054). The British Institute
of Radiology is in an active and flourishing condition, as its
annual congress in December will demonstrate; the new
Section of Radiology of the Royal Society of Medicine has
one of the highest average attendances of any of the twenty-
three sections at its meetings; the new British Association
of Radiologists is an active organization which is pro-
ceeding te hold examinations for a higher qualification in
radiology than is represented by the diploma; and the new
Society of Radiotherapists holds frequent and well-attended
meetings at which the many aspects of x-ray and radium
therapy are discussed. - In every direction there are indeed
such evidences of active and progressive vitality that his
strictures seem singularly ill timed. There is something,
however, to be said for his suggestion of a central x-ray
museum. Most large hospitals have their own local
museum collections in radiology as in other subjects. A
large central museum would correspond to the surgical
museum of the Royal College of Surgeons, but years would
be needed for such a collection to be formed. Special
endowment of some existing body such as the British
Institute of Radiology or the British Association of Radio-
logists would attain in time such an end, which needs space,
money, and an active, enthusiastic, and gifted curator-con-
ditions not easily fulfilled. It would be a great help in
teaching the subject to have under one roof a museum
representative of radiology in all its aspects: historical,
technical, and normal varieties, with typical illustrations,
clinical, pathological, and radiological, of the various diag-
nostic and therapeutic uses of radiology. Not only an
x-ray museum but an x-ray and radium museum should
be aimed at for the subject to be illustrated in all its bearings
on medicine and industry.

Strangulation of a Herniated Ovary
Dr. C. EDWARDS (Bournemouth) writes: The note by Dr.
M. H. Fridjohn and Mr. Maurice Lee (Journal, August 7,
p. 265) on a strangulated ovary in a hemia occurring in a
child aged 3 months prompts me to record the case of
another female child of the same age who was admitted by
Dr. R. S. Weir (my partner, and now of Dunfermline) to
the Andover Hospital on August 18, 1924. At his request
I operated on her and found a right strangulated ovarian
hernia. She was discharged on August 20, 1924, since she
was being breast-fed. Beyond the fact of age, there appears
to be nothing unusual in these cases except the scarcity of
recorded instances in the literature. The late Dr. A. E. Farr
of Andover told me at the time of another case, of about
the same age, which was operated on by an assistant of his
in the belief that it was a suppurating gland in the groin.

Spontaneous Cures of Cancer?
Professor A. GALBRAITH FAULDS (Glasgow) writes: In the

issue of the Journal for November 20 we have been enter-
tained to all the gruesome horrors of cancer with its relent-
less toll of victims, the certainty of gastric troubles leading
to malignancy, and of uterine, mammary, hepatic, and
corpora striatal disease turning out to be cancerous. May
I ask if there is no hope that these awful conditions have
on the obverse strange courses, which not only defy the ken
of man but demonstrate the hidden methods of Nature in
favour of the patients? Are there no surgeons like myself
who have advised certain kinds of patients, at or over 70,

to leave a malignant breast with enlarged glands, refusing to
operate, and who have seen the whole thing dry up and dis-
appear? Are there no pathologists who can come forward
and claim to have found at necropsy such evidence of
obsolete cancer and obsolete tubercle as I have seen
myself? No physicians who have seen malignant osteo-
sarcomas, which started at the body of the sphenoid-, grew
forwards pushing one eye out, and had to be extirpated,
disappear like magic, or chronic dyspepsias of over twenty
or thirty years' standing clear up under such simple treat-
ment as fresh taraxacum without becoming malignant? All
experienced physicians will corroborate this. There are
endless lists of such cases that can be quoted to prove that
Nature can achieve even in malignancy remedies that stagger
and humiliate the efforts of our great profession.

Heavy Twins
Dr. G. GRIMSON (Finchley) writes: A patient of mine recently

gave birth to live full-term twins, each weighing 91 lb. I
would be interested to know if their weights are a record.
It was her third pregnancy, and the labour lasted seven
hours, the interval between the births being twenty minutes.
The first twin was a breech presentation and the second a
vertex.

Medical Register: Office Edition
The Registrar of the General Medical Council informs us that

orders for the office edition of the Medical Register, 1938,
published by the Council at the special price of lOs. a copy,
post free, must be received, with a remittance, at the office
of the Council not later than December 31, 1937. The
office edition differs from the ordinary edition to the extent
that it does not contain reprints of the Medical and Dentists
Acts and other preliminary matter, and is printed on less
expensive paper and bound in boards. It includes, how-
ever, the same entries relating to registered medical practi-
tioners as are included in the ordinary edition, and is
therefore equally serviceable to public authorities and others
who find it necessary to ascertain whether particular persons
are registered medical practitioners or not. The Council also
prepares monthly lists of names added to, and removed
from, the Register, and particulars of the terms and condi-
tions upon which copies of these lists may be made available
can be obtained on application to the office of the Council,
44, Hallam Street, Portland Place, London, W.I.

Medical Products
Allen and Hanburys Ltd. have published in book form their
Medical and Dietetic Products Price List, replacing Medica-
menta Recentia, the small book of notes on preparations
which has been issued at irregular intervals in the past. It
gives concise descriptions of the specialties marketed by
this firm, a list of sera and vaccines prepared at the Lister
Institute, and- a therapeutic index.

B.D.H. Medical Products is the title of a bound volume com-
prising the medical price list of British Drug Houses Ltd.
Besides a full list of names and prices there are included
descriptive notes on highly specialized preparations which
make up the series of B.D.H. medical products. Any reader
who has not received a copy can have one, free of charge,
by writing to the manufacturers, Graham Street, City Road,
London, N.l.

Rayner and Co., Ltd. (Edmonton, N.18) have issued a booklet
for medical men on the subject of their preparation
"Lembar," which consists of natural lemon juice and a
solution of extracts of barley with cane sugar and dextrose.
In a pocket at the end of the booklet are diet sheets
prepared by a hospital dietitian. Copies may be had from
the makers.

Corrigendum
In Dr. Hector Maclean's reply to an inquiry on the subject

of buccal and lingual ulcers on page 1102 of our issue for
November 27 he, through a printer's error, is made to refer
to Staphylococcus viridans. The sentence in its correct form
ends: ". . . each case was swabbed and yielded a growth of
Streptococcus viridans in pure culture or as the predominant
organism."

Disclaimer
Mr. R. STUPPEL (resident surgeon, Mexborough Montagu Hos-

pital) writes: A considerable amount of very undesirable
publicity has been given me in the Press recently. 1 wish
to say that it was entirely without my knowledge or consent.
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